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Spanish Wines 

 

Medusa 

This wine has a distinctive label and is made from Albariño grapes. It is from Alberiño’s 
home, Rías Baixas, a wet and breezy corner of Galicia, that’s more Cornwall than 
Spain. Hailing from the cool Val do Salnés, a commune described by Decanter 
magazine as the true identity of Ríaz Baixas Alberino, the Medusa is bursting with 
peach, citrus peel and a whiff of sea air.  

Majestic website 

                                                                  

Grapes 

 

The Alberiño grape variety is presumed to have been brought to Iberia in the twelfth 
century by the Cistercian monks of the Monastery of Armenteira. Its name comes from 
albar, meaning white. It is thought that the grape is a close relative of the French grape 
Petit Manseng. 

 

Region 

Galicia  

Galicia is an autonomous community located in the northwest of the Iberian Peninsula. 
It comprises the provinces of A Coruna, Lugo, Ourense and Pontevedra, being 
bordered by Portugal to the south, the Spanish autonomous communities of Castile 
and Leon and Asturias to the east, the Atlantic ocean to the west and the Cantabrian 
Sea to the north. It has a number of offshore islands and islets. 

The climate is Atlantic, with wet winters and sea fog. In general rainfall is high and the 
temperatures mild. Val do Salnés is one of the coldest areas due to its proximity to the 
coast. Strong winds can occasionally cause problems for the vineyards, especially 
those located on the west face of the coast. Frosts, hailstones and summer heat can 
also cause complications. The interior of Galicia is characterized by a hilly landscape. 



The coastal areas are mostly an alternate series of  rias and cliffs. The area known as 
Rías Baixas is a series of four coastal inlets.   

  

Rías Baixas 

Rías Baixas is a Spanish Denominación de Origin (DO) for wines located in the 

province of Pontevedra and the south of the province of Corunna in the autonomous 

community of Galicia, Spain. It is renowned for its white wines made from the Alberiño 

grape variety. Its headquarters is located in the city of Pontevedra.  

The sub-zones of Rosal and Condado have a long history of grape growing and wine 

production and have their own traditional styles. The Val do Salnés sub-zone only 

recently began to produce Albariño wines, for local sales to bars and restaurants. 

Val do Salnés 

Val do Salnés is located on the lower reaches of the river Umia and centred on the 
town of Cambados. The landscape is of low undulating hills and the vineyards are 
planted both on the slopes and on the flat valley floors. The soil is generally rocky and 
alluvial. Over 90% of the wines produced are white, predominantly using the Albariño 
grape variety. 

 

                            

 

 

       

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Umia&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambados

