
Islington U3A Longer Walks Group 

Walk Title HCW6, Watton at Stone Walk No. 308 

Area Hertfordshire Type Circular 

Date  Tuesday 4th May, 2021 

Distance Link 6 & 7 of the Hertfordshire Chain Walk 

Total of 10 miles, 16 kms 

Timing 4 hours walking time + travel + lunch stop. Allow 8 hours in total. 

Therefore should be back in Islington by about 5.15 pm. 

Meeting up 

& travel 

Meet outside Highbury & Islington station by 9.35 to catch the 9.48 
train to Watton at Stone (Moorgate to Stevenage Great Northern 
line).  

You can get this train from Moorgate /Old Street /Essex Rd / 
Highbury & Islington/ Finsbury Park etc. On the sign up form indicate 
where you are joining the train.   

9.40 Moorgate 

9.48 H&I 

9.50 Drayton Park 

9.54 Finsbury Park 

We’ll return from Watton-at-Stone. Trains back every 30 minutes.  

So you’ll need to buy an off peak day return Zone 6 Extension 
(Crews Hill) to Watton-at-Stone. £5.40 with Freedom Pass and 
Senior Railcard. 

Route We continue to add links in the Hertfordshire Chain Walk, a long 
distance path (IF1).  We’ve previously walked Links 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5. 
This walk will now do Links 6 & 7 – and we’ll do it as a figure of 
eight. We start from Watton-at-Stone station and for Link 7 we go in 
a clockwise loop  

(0 mls, 10.45) As we leave the station, note the blue plaque (IF2). 
Turn left out of the station, then right up Clappers Lane. When the 
road runs out continue by the path over the field to the lane. Turn left 
along the lane & follow it up Perrywood Lane. Pass Watton Green.  
Out into open country the lane crosses the railway line. After about 
half a mile, immediately after a lone house, turn left on a bridleway 
along a track. This passed between more ploughed fields, with a 
small wood or copse on the right at one point to reach another lane. 
I turned right for a few yards then turned right again briefly along the 
drive to Great Gobions Farm then went left through the gap next to 
the field gate. This takes you along the filed edge parallel to the 
farmyard. At the top of the field you meet a lane, turn left. This leads 
up to Bramfield Woods (IF3). On entering the wood by a right fork, 
soon take another right fork (bridleway marker) along a green and 
grassy track. In winter this section will be muddy but it soon changes 
to a gravel path. After veering to the left we come to a T-junction. 
Turn right. (this is now the cross point between Links 6 & 7) When 



you reach a cross track junction, turn right and continue on this wide 
gravel track. At the next cross track junction turn left (on the 
Bramwell Woods permissive path). After a quarter of a mile you 
come to a road (metal barrier across the end of the track), turn right 
down the road. Walk 6 goes in an anti-clockwise loop south from 
Bramfield Woods.  

(12.30) Turn left into a lane called Tewin Hill – signposted to Queen 
Hoo. Follow the lane for about a third of a mile, down hill slightly at 
first then rising again, with woods on either side. At Queen Hoo Hall 
where the lane turned sharply right, leave the road and take the 
bridleway on the left, passing to the right of Queen Hoo Hall (IF4). 
You come out of the woods with great views south towards London. 
The track descends slightly with open fields on either side. On both 
sides and ahead of me were more woods, parts of Bramfield Park 
Wood (as opposed to Bramfield Woods). From here you can see 
Tewin (IF5) and the walk route we took the (Walk 162).  After a 
hundred yards or so, the path forked slightly left to run along just 
inside the edge of the wood.  The track now followed the edge of the 
wood on the left, with the open field on the right. After a couple of 
hundred yards, the track turned half-right to leave the wood and 
cross the field. (We are now on the cross over from Link 5) The track 
continues downward.  At the bottom go straight on through the 
hedgerow, the footpath continues ahead then runs through the yard 
of Bacon’s Farm to reach the bridleway. Turn left along the hedged 
track to reach a lane, turn left (Walk 5 continues straight on). Within 
a few hundred yards, at a footpath sign turn left in front of a house. 
Follow the gravel track for just over a hundred yards, then turn right 
along a path following a line of power poles, fields on either side.  

(13.00) At the end of the hedge, the path turns right – it was now on 
a tractor trail running downhill and then up again through a ploughed 
field toward the church. The path then reaches a playing field in 
Bramfield (IF6). coming out opposite the lunchtime pub. (13.25, 
11km) 

 

(14.30) After lunch, turn left into the village then left at the junction 
along the main road through the village. As the road left the village, 
it turned left. After about a hundred yards I took a footpath on the 
right, which ran between trees heading slightly uphill. Within a few 
hundred yards it entered Bramfield Woods and became a gravel 
track(bridleway).  I followed the track for several hundred yards, until 
it came to cross roads. This is the cross over point between Links 6 
& 7 again. We came from the right before. Now we go straight over 
heading north. The track soon came to a junction, turn right on a 
good track, straight on at the metal gate. Then we come out of the 
woods.  After just over half a mile, the track passed the buildings of 
Perrywood Farm, and the Hertfordshire Chain Walk then turns left 
along another track (muddy in Winter). The track soon reaches 
another pretty farm (pause at the duck pond?) then turn right on a 
lane. Good bird life here at the other pond. 



Follow the lane for about half a mile then at the road junction turn 
left (the other way crosses the railway line). At the T junction at the 
end we are at Watton-at-Stone station (15.40, 16km). Trains at 
15.39/16.09/16.39 

Lunch Food is available at Bramfield, The Grandison pub (01992 554077). 
See the menu here. We have visited this pub before. Food is a bit 
pricey and service a bit slow. 

Dropping out The opt out point would be at the lunch break but would be by taxi to 
Watton-at-Stone or to Hertford North train station. 

Suitability Suitable for any reasonably fit regular walker.   

Terrain: on good clear paths throughout and in an attractive area of 
woods and open fields. 

Possible obstacles: no stiles. 

Comfortable waterproof walking boots. Check weather forecast for 
temperature and likelihood of rain.  Sun cream oil? 

Facilities There are no toilets at Watton-at-Stone station. There are no 
facilities on the train. So only toilets at the pub at lunchtime.  

Walk source See links below 

Map & 

other 
references 

OS Explorer 182; Landranger 166 

Links:  https://www.ldwa.org.uk/ldp/members/show_path.php? 

menu_type=S&path_name=Hertfordshire+Chain+Walk 

http://www.petes-
walks.co.uk/Hertfordshire%20Chain%20Walk/hcw_frame_page.htm 

Similar iU3A Walks: 162(Tewin), 176 (Bayford & Tewin), 245 & 282 

Leader & 
contact 
details 

Walk Leader: Derek Harwood 

Phone: 077 5931 4096 

e-mail: derek.harwood@live.co.uk 

Interesting 
Facts 

IF1: About the Hertfordshire Chain Walk 

The Hertfordshire Chain Walk is an 86-mile walk that crosses the 
county of Hertfordshire. It starts in the south of Hertfordshire; the 
first walk passes through the London Borough of Enfield. Some of its 
path is shared with the Hertfordshire Way; the chain walk then 
heads north to Little Berkhamsted and passes west of Hertford. The 
chain walk then continues northwards between Stevenage (to the 
west) and Buntingford; it again meets the Hertfordshire Way near 
Sandon and Therfield, south of Royston. The Chain Walk finishes at 
Ashwell and Morden railway station across the county boundary in 
Cambridgeshire. 

IF2: To Sir Nigel Gresley – train designer. 

IF3: Bramfield Woods: A good place for looking for butterflies, as 
rarities such as Purple Hairstreak and White Admiral have 
apparently been seen here  

http://thegrandison.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Grandison-Menu-Web-Page.pdf
http://www.petes-walks.co.uk/Hertfordshire%20Chain%20Walk/hcw_frame_page.htm
http://www.petes-walks.co.uk/Hertfordshire%20Chain%20Walk/hcw_frame_page.htm


IF4: Queen Hoo Hall: Queen Hoo Hall, once a hunting lodge of 
Queen Elizabeth, is now a farmhouse. The building is a good 
specimen of a 16th century country house, almost unaltered. 

In December 1782 the highway robber Walter Clibbon (a local pie-
maker) was fatally wounded by the roadside near Queen Hoo Hall. 
Clibbon, together with his two sons, was believed responsible for 
numerous robberies and at least one murder in the neighbourhood 
of Ware. One of his sons, Joseph, was convicted at Hertford Assizes 
and executed the following March, although the other escaped. 
Clibbon's Post can be observed from the road in Brickground Wood, 
just east of Tewin, and this is the spot where Walter Clibbon was 
interred. 

IF5: Tewin: is possibly the oldest village you are likely to meet on 
any of these walks.  It dates from at least the year 450 and its 
church is almost as old.  The name, by the way, is pronounced 
“Chew-in” but some older folk say “Too-in”.  Tew was the 
Anglosaxon god of war.  (The equivalent Norse god Tiw gave his 
name to “Tuesday”.)  But nothing about this serene village could be 
less warlike.  A national survey in the press named Tewin as one of 
the most desirable places to live.  If you look from the excellent pub, 
the “Rose and Crown”, to the other side of the road, the house built 
in the same style, the “Old School”, may have been the idea behind 
Dotheboys Hall in Dickens’ Nicholas Nickleby.  (The author lived in 
Welwyn.) The village well cover on the Lower Green was moved to 
the corner when the original well was closed.  For much more about 
this lovely village, read Tony Rook’s books on “Welwyn”. 

IF6:  Bramfield has always been tiny. In fact, in 1428, after the 
plague years, the parish had no inhabitants at all!  We know a great 
deal about Bramfield from a local farmer who was an administrator 
and tax collector at the time of the Napoleonic Wars. This was John 
Carrington and his hand-written Diary gives an account of his village 
sojourns, mainly an account of good dinners. “4 Jan 1805: to Paul 
Benfields at the Bull Wiltshires at Watton at Stone. He paid Poor 
Rate, Land Tax, and Property Tax for wood land. They gave us a 
Good Dinner and punch.”  “16 April 1805: to Bramfield Vestry as 
Overseer. Dinner at the Grandison Arms the widow Deards. Buttock 
Beef, Roast Shoulder of Mutton, puddings etc..”  A gloomier entry 
records a hanging: “Ann Mead, aged 16, was found guilty of the 
Royston murder of Charles Proctor, aged 1, by feeding him a 
spoonful of arsenic.”. 

 

The section of the HCW that this walk covers (links 6 & 7): 



 

Complete route (Links 6 & 7 circled): 

 


