
Islington U3A Longer Walks Group 

Walk Title Tring Park and Cholesbury Camp Walk No. 310 

Area Chilterns Type Circular  

Date  Thursday 20th May 2021 

Distance About 9 miles (14.5 km)  

Timing 4½ hours walking time + travel + lunch stop. Allow 7 hours in total. 

Therefore expect to be back in Islington by 5.30pm.  

Meeting up 

& travel 

Meet in the main concourse at Euston station by 9.45 to catch the 
9.54 train to Milton Keynes. We will change at Watford Junction and 
catch the next train from the same platform to Tring, arriving at 
10.38. Buy an off-peak day return from Zone 6 to Tring. With a 
railcard and Freedom pass this will cost £7.35.   

Route We walk W from the station and after crossing the canal pick up the 
Ridgeway. We climb steadily crossing the A41 to a trig point at 216 
m with fine views NE to Ivinghoe Beacon. We then enter Tring Park 
above the Obelisk and follow King Charles Ride towards Hastoe 
Cross. We turn S to cross Grim’s Ditch and follow woodland paths to 
reach Cholesbury Camp. We walk round the ramparts, visit St 
Leonard’s Church and cross the Common to lunch at The Full Moon. 
After lunch we take woodland and field paths to Wigginton to regain 
the Ridgeway back to Tring station.   

Lunch Food is available at The Full Moon, or picnic on the Common. 

Dropping out There is said to be a bus service from Cholesbury to Chesham, but 
it is also said to be irregular and unreliable. A taxi could be ordered 
at The Full Moon. 

Suitability Our general risk assessment for Covid will apply (see our website). 
Suitable for any reasonably fit regular walker.  The paths are good 
and there are no particular difficulties. 

Comfortable waterproof walking shoes/ boots. Waterproof jacket. 
Check weather forecast for temperature and likelihood of rain.  
Wear, or carry, an extra layer. 

Facilities There are toilets on the train and at the pub.  

Walk source The Chilterns John and Annie Fergusson -  pocket mountains 

Map & 

other 
references 

OS Explorer 181 Chiltern Hills North 

Leader & 
contact 
details 

Walk Leader: Stuart Beare 

Beforehand   phone: 020 7609 0766 (leave message if necessary) 

                      e-mail: stuart,beare@btinternet,com 

On the day    mobile 07951 928415 

Interesting 
facts 

Tring Park was part of the estate based on the 1685 Mansion (now a 
school for the performing arts) designed by Sir Christopher Wren. It 
was acquired by the Rothschilds in the 19th century and the 2nd Lord 
Rothschild used to ride around Tring in a carriage drawn by zebras. 
It is now owned by the Woodland Trust. 



There is an obelisk in the Park known locally as a monument to Nell 
Gwynn, who caught Charles II’s, roving, eye whilst selling oranges in 
the theatre. His last words on his deathbed to his brother were “And 
do not let poor Nelly starve.” 

Cholesbury Camp at 190 m is an impressive Iron Age fort, probably 
built in the 2nd and 1st centuries BC. Unusually the parish church of 
St Lawrence was built within it. The original church fell down in 1870 
and the present church is Victorian. 

 


