
Islington U3A Longer Walks Group 

Walk Title Etchingham to Stonegate via Ticehurst 
and Bewl water 

Walk No  317 

Area East Sussex Type (Semi) circular 

Date  30 June 2021 

Distance 10½ miles 

Timing Approx. 4½ hours walking time + travel + lunch stop. Allow 8 hours 
in total. 

Should be back in Islington by c. 6.30  

Meeting up 

& travel 

Meet at London Bridge station to catch the 10:24 train to 
Etchingham (final destination is Hastings). Meet on platform 7 at 
10.15. Possible to catch the train from Charing Cross (10:15) or 
Waterloo East (10:18). Please indicate whether you intend to join at 
either of the above rather than London Bridge.  

Buy an off peak return to Etchingham which should cost £12.25 
using a Freedom Pass and Senior Rail Pass.  

As the trains back from Stonegate are only half hourly: 16:53, 17:23, 
we will need to walk at a good pace for the last few miles to catch 
the earlier train.  

Route After a fairly flat start across the valley of the River Rother this is 
typical Wealden countryside with a mix of hilly pasture and 
woodland tracks and fine views across valleys. We walk through the 
attractive if strung out village of Ticehurst but bypass its pretty 
centre and then enjoy a short stretch of the beautiful Bewl Water 
before routing back south to Stonegate and its isolated station a mile 
south of the actual village.  

Lunch Lunch stop at The Bull at Three Leg Cross pub (after approx. six 
and a half miles). Food is served from 12 and our aim is to arrive at 
c. 2:30. There are plenty of outside tables.  

Dropping out It is only c. half a mile back into Ticehurst from The Bull where the 
hourly 254 bus (stop opposite The Bell) takes you to Wadhurst 
station. (13:54, and 14:54).  

Suitability Suitable for any reasonably fit walker with no major difficulties. 
There are a few moderate ups and downs. There is half a mile of 
walking along the main road into Ticehurst but other road sections 
are along pretty back lanes except for 1¼ miles on the minor road 
into Stonegate village which has the occasional car going too fast.  

There are a quite a few stiles.  

Clothing/footwear:  Although the fields around Etchingham, and 
Bewl Water, can get very muddy, the paths should be alright by the 
end of June. Some overgrown paths so wear shorts with caution. 

Facilities There are toilets on the trains and at Etchingham station but not at 
Stonegate station.  

Walk Source   A combination of SWC walk ‘Etchingham to Wadhurst via Ticehurst’ 
and some ‘creative’ mapwork.  

Map & OS EXPLORER 136  



other 
references 

Leader & 
contact 
details 

Walk Leader: Philip Davies 

Phone: 0753 5044557 

e-mail: philip.d@blueyonder.co.uk  

Of possible interest.  
Bewl Water: Constructed between 1973 and 1975, the reservoir holds 31,300 
million tons of water, is the largest stretch of open water in south east England, and 
is host to a wide variety of wildlife.   
Stonegate station doesn’t look like it’s changed much since it opened in 1851 though 
it has only been called Stonegate station since 1947.  
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