
Islington U3A Longer Walks Group 

Walk Title HCW1, Crews Hill Walk No. 302 

Area Hertfordshire Type Circular 

Date  Wednesday 31st Mach 2021 

Distance 9miles (16 km).  

Timing 4 hours walking time + travel + picnic lunch stop. Max 7 hours in total. 

Therefore should be back in Islington by about 4.30 pm. 

Meeting up 

& travel 

Meet outside H&I by 9.45 to catch the 10.03 Hertford North (great 
Northern) train to Crews Hill. As the Freedom Pass/ 60+ Travel card 
area extends to Crews Hill no ticket is required.   

Moorgate = 10.12 

Highbury & Islington = 10.18 

Drayton Park = 10.20 

Finsbury Park = 10.24 

Crews Hill = 10.50 

It’s about a 35 mins journey. 

We return from Crews Hill.  Trains about every 30mins. 

Route We’ve done this walk a few times now, the last time being July 2020. 
It’s the first link on the Hertford Chain Walk Link 1 (IF1). We will do it 
anti-clockwise. 

(10.50) Leave the station and turn right at the main road, under a 
railway bridge and up the hill. At the golf course cross over and go 
straight ahead through their car park. You’ll see the footpath sign, 
follow it straight ahead down a wide cinder track. 
The track alongside the golf course turns into the wood and narrows, 
but keep straight ahead. The path then descends to cross the railway 
line. On the other side you soon come across a right hand bend of the 
London LOOP. Keep walking straight on. The path turns into a road. 
Keep on this side road until it comes to a main road (at a bend). 
Cross straight over going down the bridleway track. 
This takes you passed the route of the old New River course and over 
an aqueduct (IF2). You are now walking through Whitewebbs Park 
(IF3). 

The path brings you out at a large red sequoia tree & one of the park 
lodges. Although the map appears to show that you need to walk 
along the road, you can stay in the park on a bridleway. If it’s been 
wet this route might be muddy and then go out onto the road. After 
less than half a mile go out alongside the road to the King and Tinker 
pub. Cross over there & on the left of the stables is a path skirting 
round them. Follow this out over fields (keeping to the left hand edge 
of the first then striking out across the second & up toward the M25 
keeping the pylon on your left. (12.00) Over the footbridge & up the 
path, then track. You can look back for views over London including 
the Shard & ‘the Gherkin’. 

At the bend go through the kissing gate onto a road. Turn left briefly. 
After 50 yards turn right passing a farm on your right. Keep the wood 
on your left & skirt around fields (veering left then right). Watch out for 
a kissing gate on the left, go through that. Down over a couple of 
fields keeping to the left edge. After the last gate you come out onto a 



track, follow this up to the farm buildings. Just as you reach them take 
the signed route to the right around the farm. At the top you come 
onto a farm road, keep left, which leads to a house at the end. Walk 
right on passed their front drive and there is an overgrown path 
straight on. Fight your way through this (with a field on your left). After 
about 200 yards there is a T junction in the path, turn right and follow 
this up to the main road. This is Silver Street (12.45). Turn left and 
follow the road round the bend to the right. You can see some of the 
‘glass houses’ (IF5) At the first junction turn left. There is now about 
half a mile of lane walking, but there are very few cars on these quiet 
lanes. Just once you’ve passed a Jewish cemetery on my left look out 
for a footpath sign off to the right. Follow that down and up to Goff’s 
Oak. We’ll look for somewhere for picnic lunch around here (13.00). 
Once you come out to the main road turn left and follow it (passed the 
first pub) to the central junction of the village. 

The drop out point here is by going by bus or walking to Cuffley (IF5). 

After lunch (13.45) at the central junction turn right along the main 
road for about 100m then take the footpath to the left between 
houses. Keep left in the wood. When you come out keep to the path 
between a hedge and a fence. Go through two gates which bring you 
on to a farm road, follow this right, up to the main road. Turn left – 
back on Silver Street. After about a mile take the farm road to the 
right. There were many ‘Keep out’ and ‘No Through road’ signs but 
just keep walking straight through the farm out buildings then the 
footpath (it’s actually a cinder track) is on the right out of the yard. 
passed on my right. Follow the path. When the track meets another 
track turn right. This comes to a cross roads (of the tracks) turn down 
left passing a ‘goldielocks’ house. The track comes out onto the main 
road. Turn right back up to Crews Hill station passing the garden 
centres (IF6).  Finish 15.00. Trains at 14.47, 15.27, 15.47, 16.27. 
Might be time for a cup of tea at the Garden Centre before catching 
train back. 

Lunch Bring a picnic or at Goff’s Oak there is a Co-op. 

Dropping out At lunch, from Goff’s Oak. Walk out or bus. 

Suitability Covid16 considerations: see our additional risk assessment. We will 
maintain social distancing.  

Suitable for any reasonably fit regular walker.  There are no particular 
difficulties. 

Terrain: one easy up; dry paths all the way. 

Possible obstacles: there are four stiles to cross. 

Comfortable waterproof walking shoes/ boots. Check weather 
forecast for temperature and likelihood of rain.   

Facilities There are no toilets on the train or at Crews Hill station. 

Walk source Hertfordshire Chain Walk – see links below 

Map & 

other 
references 

OS Explorer 174 

Links: http://www.petes-
walks.co.uk/Hertfordshire%20Chain%20Walk/hcw_frame_page.htm 

https://www.ldwa.org.uk/ldp/members/show_path.php? 

menu_type=S&path_name=Hertfordshire+Chain+Walk 

Leader & Walk Leader: Derek Harwood 

http://www.petes-walks.co.uk/Hertfordshire%20Chain%20Walk/hcw_frame_page.htm
http://www.petes-walks.co.uk/Hertfordshire%20Chain%20Walk/hcw_frame_page.htm


contact 
details 

Phone: 077 5931 4096 

e-mail: derek.harwood@live.co.uk 

Interesting 
Facts 

IF1: The Hertfordshire Chain Walk is located in Hertfordshire, England, and 
consists of 15 linked circular walks. These walks, each of which is between 
4.25 and 9 miles, make up a total distance of 87 miles. The tracks pass 
through villages in East Hertfordshire close to London, the Icknield Way and 
the Cambridgeshire border. It also passes close to the Lea Valley Walk and 
the London Loop. The first walk passes through the London Borough of 
Enfield. Some of its path is shared with the Hertfordshire Way; the chain 
walk then heads north to Little Berkhamsted and passes west of Hertford. 
The chain walk then continues northwards between Stevenage (to the west) 
and Buntingford; it again meets the Hertfordshire Way near Sandon and 
Therfield, south of Royston. The Chain Walk finishes at Ashwell and Morden 
railway station across the county boundary in Cambridgeshire. 
IF2: Flash Lane Aqueduct, with a notice board about its history (the far end 
of the bridleway is still called Flash Lane). The cast iron aqueduct once 
carried a section of the New River over the Cuffley Brook. You may recall 
that the New River is an aquifer built in the early 1600’s to carry drinking 
water from springs near Hertford to London. The loop through Whitewebbs 
Park was abandoned in 1859 when the New River was straightened – an 
ornamental lake was formed from part of the redundant section in the park. 
IF3: Whitewebbs Park consists of 196 acres of formal parkland and 
woodland, with an 18th century house and a pay-as-you play golf course. 
The parkland was laid out after the 1803 enclosure of the former Enfield 
parish common land which had been created when Enfield Chase was 
divided up in 1777.  The present house was built in 1791 by Dr Abraham 
Wilkinson, a notable agricultural improver, but a former house on the site 
was reputed to be a meeting place of the Gunpowder Plot conspirators. 
IF4: Cuffley village – it was here where the 1st German Zeppelin was shot 
down in the First World War. 
IF5: The area used to be called the Glass Sea – due to the amount of glass 
houses in the area. Much of the fresh vegetable’s, fruit and flowers for 
London were produce here. Some of the glass (green) houses are left but 
many have gone. 
IF6: There is a reference to Crews Hill being the Garden Centre capital of 
the world. On the main road at Crews Hill, on half a mile of road, there is 
about 10 or 11 businesses connected to gardening – several full-blown 
Garden Centres, others specialists in such things as Garden Furniture, 
Fencing, Turf or Garden Sheds. 

 



 


