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Art in London – Archive File of Group Visits 
 

Here is a record of our Art in London visits from 
January 2015 through to December 2015. See 
other documents for our other years or for most 

recent visits and future plans, go to our web page 
 

 
 
 

 
 

2015 

January 

January 2015 - On January 2nd we visited 

'Designing the 20th Century: Life and Work of 
Abram Games' at The Jewish Museum. Abram 

Games was one of the most important and 
influential figures of 20th century graphic design. 
Celebrating the 100th anniversary of his birth, 

this exhibition explored his immigrant roots, his 
Jewish background and his enormous contribution 

to British design. Taken from Jewish Museum 
website: 
http://www.jewishmuseum.org.uk/abramgames 

February 

February 20th - The National Gallery: Peder Balke 

Discover Norway’s unsung forerunner of 
modernism and experience the drama and 

romance of the Far North. 
 
 

 
 

 

March 

http://www.islingtonu3a.org/group-news/Art-in-London.html
http://www.jewishmuseum.org.uk/abramgames
http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/whats-on/exhibitions/peder-balke


Friday March 13 
Whitechapel Gallery: Adventures of the Black 
Square 

 
Abstract Art and Society 1915-2015. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

April 

April 10th - The Queen's Gallery, Buckingham 
Palace: Painting Paradise: The Art of the Garden  

How gardens have been celebrated in art across 
four centuries 
 

 
 

 

May  

On 13 May we enjoyed a visit to The Estorick 
Gallery to view the Modigliani exhibition This 

exhibition focused on the artist’s works on paper, 
showing the spiritual and stylistic development of 

his portrayal of the human face and form.  
 
Joanna posted a brief note about this visit on our 

blog 

June 

On 18 June we had a midsummer day out by train 
to Cookham, Stanley Spencer’s village in 

Berkshire, to the Stanley Spencer Gallery, where 
the exhibition, The Creative Genius of Stanley 
Spencer had brought Spencer collections from 

Aberdeen and Leeds to be viewed alongside the 
Gallery’s own collection and loans from private 

collections. A member commented: "I want to say 
how much I enjoyed the outing to Cookham to 
see examples of Stanley Spencer work with an 

enlightening talk. It was such glorious summer day - I especially enjoyed the guided 
walk around the locations of some of the paintings. Plus an interesting pub lunch 

discussion which moved on to inner city politics and who might the next London 
mayor (with excellent food.) Thank you - it was a grand day out. I've also now voted 
for him to be on the new £20 note." 

http://www.whitechapelgallery.org/exhibitions/abstract-art
http://www.whitechapelgallery.org/exhibitions/abstract-art
http://www.royalcollection.org.uk/exhibitions/painting-paradise-the-art-of-the-garden-bp
http://www.estorickcollection.com/exhibitions/
http://art-in-london-blog.blogspot.co.uk/
http://www.stanleyspencer.org.uk/
http://www.stanleyspencer.org.uk/


June 

We had another visit in June. On 23 June we 
visited the exhibition “Carsten Höller: decision” at 

The Hayward Gallery. This was the artist’s first 
major survey show in the UK. It sprawled across 

the Hayward Gallery and erupted beyond its roof 
and walls, exploring perception and decision 
making. Only a few of us were brave enough to 

go this exhibition. We found the flying machine 
quite tame but rather regretted our boldness in 

going bumpily down a twisting slide that was the 
full height of the Tate Modern. 

July 

On 27 July we visited Barbara Hepworth: 
sculpture for a modern world at Tate Britain, the 
first major Barbara Hepworth exhibition in London 

for almost 50 years. We enjoyed seeing some of 
her most significant sculptures in wood, stone 

and bronze alongside rarely seen works. 

August 

No visit in this month. 

September 

No visit in this month. 

October 

 On 19 October we visited the Ai Weiwei 

exhibition at the Royal Academy planned from his 
studio in a suburb of Beijing. Ultimately WeiWei 

was able to visit in person, the timing richly ironic 
in view of the concurrent state visit of China's 
President.  

 

  



November 

 On 16 November we visited "Goya: the Portraits" at the 
National Gallery. Goya is considered the 'first of the 

Moderns' - you will be familiar with his war scenes. Many 
of these portraits are of nobility with a human stance. 

Painted at a time of Revolution in Europe, some think that 
the Spanish aristocracy was anxious not to be depicted as 
lofty, distant and out of touch with the rest of Spain. The 

exhibition also introduced us to Goya’s friends and family 
and to contemporary artists and writers. At the side is his 

portrait of the Duchess of Alba.  
 
 

 

December 

 On 14 December we visited "Celts: art and 
identity" at the British Museum. A member of our 
group describes her impressions of the exhibition: 

"The story unfolds over 2,500 years, from the 
first recorded mention of ‘Celts’ to an exploration 

of contemporary Celtic influences. This identity 
has been revived and reinvented over the 
centuries, across Britain, Europe and beyond. 

Some of the gold torcs were in pristine condition, 
some torcs were enormous and we guessed must 

only have been for ceremonial occasions - tiny 
coins and a giant bowl - the Gundestrup cauldron. 

Pieces of swords and axe heads found in rivers 
including objects found in the Thames – the 

horned helmet. Swirling geometric patterns on a mirror and the boar featured in 

designs on helmet and shield. 
Modern interpretations included the creative work of Archibald Knox and of course 

Asterix the Gaul!'' 

 


