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Notes on Australian Wines 

Introduction 

The Australian wine industry is the world's fifth largest exporter of wine with 

approximately 780 million litres a year to the international export market 
with only about 40% of production consumed domestically. The wine 

industry is a significant contributor to the Australian economy through 

production, employment, export and tourism. 

There is a $2.8 billion domestic market for Australian wines, with 
Australians consuming over 530 million litres annually with a per capita 

consumption of about 30 litres – 50% white table wine, 35% red table wine. 
Norfolk Islanders are the second biggest per capita wine consumers in the 

world with 54 litres. Only 16.6% of wine sold domestically is imported. 

Wine is produced in every state, with more than 60 designated wine regions 

totalling approximately 160,000 hectares; however Australia's wine regions 
are mainly in the southern, cooler parts of the country, with vineyards 

located in South Australia, New South Wales, Victoria, Western Australia, 
Tasmania and Queensland. The wine regions in each of these states produce 

different wine varieties and styles that take advantage of the particular 
Terroir such as: climatic differences, topography and soil types. Wines are 

often labelled with the name of their grape variety, which must constitute at 

least 85 percent of the wine.  

The Grape Varieties 

Major grape varieties are Shiraz, Cabernet Sauvignon,[16] Merlot, 
Chardonnay,[16] Sauvignon blanc, Sémillon, and Riesling. The country has 

no native grapes, and Vitis vinifera varieties were introduced from Europe 
and South Africa in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Some varieties 

have been bred by Australian viticulturists, for example Cienna and 

Tarrango. 

Although Syrah was originally called Shiraz in Australia and Syrah 
elsewhere, its dramatic commercial success has led many Syrah producers 

around the world to label their wine "Shiraz". 

About 130 different grape varieties are used by commercial winemakers in 
Australia. Over recent years many winemakers have begun exploring so 

called "alternative varieties" other than those listed above. Many varieties 
from France, Italy and Spain for example Petit Verdot, Pinot grigio, Pinot 

noir, Sangiovese, Tempranillo and Viognier are becoming more common. 

Wines from many other varieties are being produced. 

Australian winemaking results have been impressive and it has established 
benchmarks for a number of varietals, such as Chardonnay and Shiraz. 



Moreover, Australians have innovated in canopy management and other 
viticultural and in wine-making techniques, and they have a general attitude 

toward their work that sets them apart from producers in Europe. Australian 

wine-makers travel the wine world as highly skilled seasonal workers, 
relocating to the northern hemisphere during the off-season at home. They 

are an important resource in the globalisation of wine and wine critic Matt 
Kramer notes that "the most powerful influence in wine today" comes from 

Australia.  

Wine-growing Regions 

The information included on wine labels is strictly regulated. One aspect of 

this is that the label must not make any false or misleading statements 
about the source of the grapes. Many names (called geographic indications) 

are protected. These are divided into "South Eastern Australia", the state 
names, zones (shown in the map), regions, and subregions. The largest 

volume of wine is produced from grapes grown in the warm climate Murray-
Darling Basin zones of Lower Murray, North Western Victoria and Big Rivers. 

In general, the higher-value premium wines are made from smaller and 

cooler-climate regions. 

The South Australian wine industry is responsible for most of the production 
of wine in Australia. In recent years, the Tasmanian wine industry has 

emerged as a producer of high quality wines. In particular, the Tamar Valley 
has developed a reputation for its Chardonnay and Pinot noir, which are well 

suited to the cooler Tasmanian climate. Queensland is also developing a 
wine industry with over 100 vineyards registered in the state. Some notable 

wines are produced in the high-altitude Granite Belt region in the state's 
extreme south, production is centred on the towns of Stanthorpe and 

Ballandean. 

Western Australia 

The isolated state of Western Australia is known for its spectacular scenery, 

golden-sand beaches and giant Karri tree forests. A relatively cool (in 
Australian terms) Mediterranean climate of warm, breezy summer days and 

cool nights dominates the wine-producing areas. The resulting wines tend to 

combine fruit ripeness with freshness – an unusual combination in Australia 

– which makes the wines particularly appealing. 

Margaret River 

Elegant, ageworthy cabernet sauvignon originally put the spotlight on 

Margaret River and is still its trump card. Chardonnay shines here, too, as 

do the vibrantly fruity, zesty semillon/sauvignon blanc blends. 

Great Southern 

An extremely isolated and wild area, the Great Southern is 400km from 
Perth, and has the perfect environment for cool-climate viticulture, creating 



uniquely regional and distinctive wines. The best wines of the region are 

riesling (dry, almost austere, with superb definition and purity) and shiraz. 

Swan Valley is a short drive north of Perth and offers good-value whites 

from chenin blanc and verdelho. 

South Australia 

South Australia (SA) is the heavyweight wine state, producing most of the 
country's wine and boasting some of the it's oldest vines. The dry, hot 

climate ripens grapes fully, making bold, dense and concentrated wines. 

The Barossa Valley has a rich viticultural history with patches of bush-
trained vines, many more than 100 years old. It is first and foremost a red 

wine region. Shiraz is king but cabernet sauvignon, grenache and 

mourvèdre play an important part, too. 

The Eden Valley 

A windswept series of elevated hills producing exceptional shiraz and floral 

riesling. 

Clare Valley 

Clare Valley represents Australia's pinnacle for riesling, where elevated 
vineyards temper the intense heat, producing dry whites of immense class 

and purity. Reds can be outstanding too, powerful and muscular. 

McLaren Vale 

McLaren vies with Barossa to be SA's best red-wine region. The climate is 

warm enough to guarantee lush, chocolatey reds from shiraz, grenache and 
cabernet, while its strong maritime influence invests elegance in 

chardonnay, viognier and marsanne. 

Coonawarra 

This is South Australia's leading cabernet region, the unique terra rossa soil 

producing grapes with intense flavours and fabulous structure. 

Langhorne Creek 

Langhorne is cooled by the lake and nearby sea and grows grapes of very 

good quality at a low cost. These excellent-value wines are marked by a 

softness and fullness of flavour. 

Adelaide Hills 

These cool hills just east of the city provide the perfect ingredients for 

lemony sauvignon blanc and chardonnay. 



Victoria 

Victoria, with the most diverse conditions for vine-growing, is the most 

varied of Australia's wine states. Despite having only 30% of the country's 
total plantings, Victoria boasts the greatest number of wineries of any state. 

The result is a colourful collection of wine styles, grape varieties and sub-

regions. Below we list a selection of the most important. 

Yarra Valley 

Arguably the state's best known region is famous for pinot noir and 

chardonnay. More recently, it has shown great success with shiraz. 

Mornington Peninsula 

Surrounded by the ocean, Mornington Peninsula is cool and so very suited to 
the slow ripening of pinot and chardonnay. It is home to many of Australia's 

most restrained and pure examples. 

Geelong 

Geelong enjoys a windy, maritime climate but is slightly warmer, making 

plump pinot and some delicious shiraz and chardonnay. 

The Grampians 

At the western end of the state, The Grampians lie at 335m altitude and 

lead the way for cool-climate shiraz (texture and spice, fruity richness). 

Rutherglen 

In the hot, north-east zone, Rutherglen specialises in fortified dessert wines 
based on raisined Muscat; aged in old wooden casks, they are 

extraordinarily rich and sticky. 

New South Wales 

Australia's first vineyards were planted here in 1788. Today, the state is 

most famous for the Hunter Valley, where Australia's most delicate, 
ageworthy white wines are made. Picked early and light in alcohol, Hunter 

semillon is delicious for its dry, tight structure and lemony fruit which 

becomes toasty and soft in texture with age. In successful vintages, Hunter 

shiraz can be outstanding: medium-bodied, earthy and ageworthy. 

Tasmania 

A place of beautiful landscapes, this quaint island is separated from 

mainland Australia by the 240km stretch of the Bass Strait, and is a wine 

lover's and fisherman's dream. Boasting some of the world's finest seafood, 
its temperate climate makes it Australia's coolest wineproducing region. As 



would be expected, sparkling wine, riesling and chardonnay thrive in 
Tasmania, but pinot noir can be exceptional, with a delicacy and lift often 

lacking in wines from the mainland. 
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