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Wines of Portugal 

                                       

 

Maias Branco 2017 

Maias (pronounced my-ash) wine comes from our organic estate, Quinta das Maias, 

which lies 600m up the barren foothills of the Serra da Estrela (Portugal’s greatest 

mountain range). The estate is named after the thriving Weaver’s Broom called 

Maias, because it’s distinctive yellow flowers blossom in the month of May (Maio). 

Our wines are characterised by the freshness of the high altitude vineyards and the 

sandy granite soil. This unoaked dry white wine is dominated by the Malvasia Fina 

and local Encruzado varieties, which contribute floral and greengage notes with 

elegant and refreshing flavours. 13.5% vol. Contains sulphites 

Our unique environment is precious, so, through organic viticulture we achieve 

sustainability and minimise our impact. The Lourenҫo family at 

www.QUINTAMAIAS.PT 

DÃO – DENOMINAÇÃO ORIGEM CONTROLADA – ORGANIC WINE  £12.50 from 

Highbury Vintners 

  

Tasting Notes from Highbury Vintners 

Quinta das Maias Branco 2017. From the Dão region in Portugal, this blend of 

Malvasia and Encruzado has so much character and freshness for such a youthful 

wine. Ripe yellow fruit, greengage and apple fruit develop into a palate that has a 

lovely richness about it. If you’re having tapas, light meals or want to have a white 

with substance then this is the one for you. 

http://www.quintamaias.pt/


Dão Region 

Dão wine is from the Região Demarcada do Dão, a region demarcated in 1908, but 
already in 1390 some measures were taken to protect this wine. The Dão Wine is 
produced in a mountainous region with temperate climate, in the area of the 
Mondego and Dão rivers in the northern region of central Portugal. These mountains 
protect the castas from maritime and continental influences. 

South of the Douro on granite slopes protected by high mountains and pine forests, 

the Dão region produces one of Portugal’s better known reds of the same name. The 

last twenty years have seen a sea change in the wines of this region too. Once 

dominated by rather lack-lustre co-operatives, the area now has a whole clutch of 

dynamic, small producers making approachable, enjoyable wines with elegance. 

Dão wines can usually age well. Vineyards, often very small patches of vines, are 
scattered at various altitudes amidst pine forests. Soils are very poor and granitic, 
with some schist to the south-west. For red wines, Touriga Nacional and Alfrocheiro 
perform very well here, with the help of Tinta Roriz (also Known as Aragonez, or, in 
Spain, Tempranillo), along with the traditional Jaen, Baga, Bastardo and Tinta 
Pinheira. 

Star white grape is the Encruzado, making styles ranging from light, fresh whites to 
richer, barrel-fermented versions. Supporting white varieties are Bical, Cercial, 
Malvasia Fina, Rabo de Ovelha and Verdelho. 

 

Grape Varieties (castas) 

             

 

This is a grape of inland northern Portugal, especially the Douro, Dão and Beira Interior; it is also 
planted in the Távora-Varosa and Lisboa regions. Malvasia Fina wines are subtle, not particularly 
intense, reasonably fresh and moderately complex. You may detect a hint of molasses, a 
suggestion of beeswax and nutmeg, and the wine may appear slightly smoky even if it has not 
been matured in wood. Generally used for blending, it also contributes to base blends for 
sparkling wines in cooler areas and/or when harvested early, for instance in Távora-Varosa and 



Lamego. In the vineyard, Malvasia Fina is particularly sensitive to oidium and moderately prone 
to rot, mildew and coulure, and yields are therefore extremely variable and inconsistent. 

            

 

For the moment, this grape is restricted very much to the DOC Dão, but watch this space. It is 
one of Portugal's absolutely top white grape varieties. The best examples have delicate aromas 
of roses and violets, light citrus notes, a touch of resin and, in certain conditions, intensely 
mineral notes. Amongst its virtues is the ability to maintain almost perfect balance between sugar 
and acidity, making serious, rich, structured wines with extraordinary ageing potential. It is used 
both as a single variety and as a star ingredient in many Dão blends. The Encruzado vine yields 
well, presenting no major problems in the vineyard. 

 

 

 


