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PRIMORDIAL SOUP 

The Western Cape's wine regions stretch 300 kilomers (185 miles) from Cape Town to the mouth of the Olifants 

River in the north, and 360km (220 miles) to Mossel Bay in the east. Areas under vine are rarely more than 160km 

(100 miles) from the coast. Further inland, the influence of the semi-arid Great Karoo Desert takes over. The climate 

can be cool and rainy (as in Cape Point and Walker Bay) but is more often than not Mediterraneanin nature. 

The Western Cape is littered with spectacular mountain ranges that form the Cape Fold belt. These are extremely 

important for viticulture across the whole region, contributing soils and mesoclimates ideal for the production of 

premium wines. Of particular importance are the Boland Mountains, which form the eastern border of the Coastal 

Region, and the Langeberg range, which separates the Breede River Valley from the Klein Karoosemi-desert. The 

Hottentot Hollands and the Riversonderend mountains around Elgin and Overberg are also very influential on the 

wines produced in those regions. The Cederberg Mountains in the north are home to some of South Africa's highest-

altitudevineyards. The dominant soil types in the Western Cape are granite, Malmesbury shale and Table Mountain 

sandstone. Alluvium and loam soils can be found along the beds of the Breede River, the Berg River, and 

the Olifants River in the north. 

The surrounding oceans play a big part in the climate of the Western Cape. The area between Cape Point and Cape 

Agulhas is where the Antarctic Benguela Current of the Atlantic meets the warmer Agulhas Current of the Indian 

Ocean. The prevailing winds that blow in from the south-east – collectively known as the 'Cape Doctor' – are cooled 

by these currents, bringing refreshment to vineyards across the Cape. Westerly winds that affect the more-northern 

areas of the Cape are also cooled by the Benguela Current, which runs all the way up the west coast of South Africa. 

The first vineyards were planted in the Western Cape when South Africa's very first European settlers arrived in the 

17th Century. The second Governor of the Cape, Simon van der Stel, is widely credited with bringing winemaking to 

the region in the 1600s and setting up a wine estate in Constantia. The Stellenbosch region is named after him. 

However, the wine industry in the wider Western Cape owes more to the Huguenots, Protestants who fled religious 

persecution in Catholic France in the late 17th Century and arrived in South Africa with vines from their homeland..  

Phylloxera devastated many Cape vineyards in the late 19th Century, leading to many vineyards being planted with 

high-yielding grape varieties such as Cinsaut. Then depressed prices in the early 20th Century prompted the 

consolidation of hard-pressed wine farms and the formation of the KWV co-operative, which rose in prominence until 

it became the de facto policy maker for the entire South African wine industry. Brandy and fortified wine which could 

be sold cheaply to the domestic market began to dominate production volumes, with a move back towards still and 

(to a smaller extent) sparkling wine only truly picking up pace with the end of apartheid. 

https://www.wine-searcher.com/regions-cape+point
https://www.wine-searcher.com/regions-walker+bay
https://www.wine-searcher.com/technical-wine-terms-m-n.lml#mediterraneanclimate
https://www.wine-searcher.com/technical-wine-terms-m-n.lml#mesoclimate
https://www.wine-searcher.com/regions-breede+river+valley
https://www.wine-searcher.com/regions-klein+karoo
https://www.wine-searcher.com/regions-elgin
https://www.wine-searcher.com/regions-overberg
https://www.wine-searcher.com/technical-wine-terms-a-b.lml#altitude
https://www.wine-searcher.com/regions-olifants+river+valley
https://www.wine-searcher.com/regions-cape+agulhas
https://www.wine-searcher.com/regions-cape+agulhas
https://www.wine-searcher.com/regions-constantia
https://www.wine-searcher.com/grape-105-cinsaut
https://www.wine-searcher.com/producer-10656-kwv-wines


With many of its wineries and vineyards within a few hours drive from Cape Town, and given the many other options 

for tourists, the Western Cape offers numerous sub-regional wine routes and opportunities for wine tasting. 

PRIMORDIAL SOUP 

Average Price (ex-tax)  

£7 

 
Producer 

Boutinot Limited 

 
Region/Appellation 

Western Cape  

 

Country Hierarchy 

South Africa 

 
Grape/Blend 

Rare White Blend 

 
Food Suggestion 

Goats' Cheese and Feta 

 

Wine Style 

White - Green and Flinty 

 

Notes 

Producer: Boutinet. 

 

Indicative blend: Viognier, Chenin Blanc and Pinot Grigio. 

 

 

A twinkling in the mind's eye this cultured concoction of the Western Cape's 

brightest cultivars is alive with firm, fleshy fruit. 

 

 

It is the Nineteenth Century. In a scrawlier hand a well read calf-skin notebook 

explains Creation, those huge perfections, a child's warren of new ideas, calling 

all creeds flawed. 

A linear paradox ensues called Evolutionary Theory that proves irrefutably the 

common ancestry of all living things from Nature's Original Primordial Soup 

 

https://www.wine-searcher.com/merchant/23874
https://www.wine-searcher.com/regions-western+cape
https://www.wine-searcher.com/regions-south+africa
https://www.wine-searcher.com/grape-2168-rare-white-blend
https://www.wine-searcher.com/food-wine-25-goats-cheese-and-feta
https://www.wine-searcher.com/styles-6-white-green-and-flinty

