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Goats do Roam, Fairview Estates, South Africa 

This is a ‘cheeky’ little wine  from the Paarl area, 20 kms out of Capetown.  I visited this estate last year 
where they’ve built towers for the goats to climb, it’s very interesting to see them.  

According to the label on the back of the bottle, the wine was so named after a herd of goats from the 
estate farm ‘volunteered’ to go and supply their milk to a village of children orphaned by AIDS. 

The name of the wine follows on from a couple of puns – intentional or not – on Rhône-style reds, in 
particular, Goats do Roam, similar to Côtes du Rhône, and Goat Roti (Côte Rôtie). 

 Goats do Roam 'Goats do Roam' Wine is a light, bright wine with tropical fruit and floral notes on the 
nose. Light peach with pear drops on the rich palate which is well-balanced with fruit driven freshness 
and zesty acidity. 

The fruit for this wine was mainly sourced from eight year old vineyards on the slopes of Paarl Mountain 
where Charles Back has been growing Viognier, Roussanne and Grenache Blanc for several years. Soils 
here are decomposed granite. A small small portion of Grenache Blanc and Viognier was sourced from 
the vineyards in Darling and the Swartland respectively. All grapes are 100% Fairtrade. 

The harvest season was particularly late in early February and about two weeks shorter than usual. 
Prolonged winter conditions continued in some areas up until September, followed by a cool spring, 
which delayed bud burst by 7 to 14 days. The vineyards had good growth in dry weather conditions 
during the flowering and berry set period. Ideal weather conditions during the harvest season - 
moderate day temperatures, cool night temperatures and no prolonged rain of heat waves - had a 
positive impact on wine grape quality and establishing good colour and flavour. 

All vineyard parcels were kept separate and were individually fermented until final blending. The various 
varieties were destalked and crushed. Cold fermentation then took place in stainless steel tanks after 
which the individual components were left on their lees for five months prior to blending and bottling. 
The wine was lightly fined with casein and then bottled under screw cap to maximise freshness and 
eliminate cork taint. It comes with the vintage information as follows: Vintage: 2013; Grape varieties: 
67% Viognier, 19% Roussanne, 14% Grenache Blanc, Region: Paarl, Coastal; Winemaker: Anthony de 
Jager; Consultant Winemaker: Charles Back; Closure: Stelvin; Alcohol (ABV): 13.5%; Acidity: 5.5g/l; 
Residual Sugar: 2.45g/l; Wine pH: 3.2. 

The name of the wine follows on from a couple of puns – intentional or not – on Rhône-style reds, in 
particular, Goats do Roam, similar to Côtes du Rhône, and Goat Roti (Côte Rôtie). 

Fairview – also a goat farm – originally claimed that the naming of the wines was ‘purely coincidental’, 
pointing out that goats do roam near – and once actually in – the vineyard. With this release Fairview 
are taking a new line and boss Charles Back is keen to stress the conceptual difference. 

‘As a concept, Goats do Roam in Villages is intellectually far apart from its French counterpart,’ he said. 
He added that he seriously doubted the label on the new bottle (pictured) resembled any village in 
France. 



These puns – ‘justified’ according to Malcom Gluck in The Guardian – have irked France’s terroir creator 
and protector, the INAO (Institut National des Appellations d’Origine). 

The INAO is currently in a legal battle in America to stop the trademark of Fairview’s Goats Roti. 


