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South African Wines – General Information 

 

Wines To Be Tasted 

Denise Hayes: a white wine called Goats Do Roam, from the Fairview estate 

Neil Butter: 'Secret Cellar' Pinot Grigio from the Western Cape of South Africa 

Nina Evans: a white called Primordial Soup.  It is a Western Cape.  It is a 

mixture of grapes from small vineyards, the brightest cultivars - called Natural 

Selection 

Chris Bulford: a red, Flotsam & Jetsam, Cinsault, 2017, Walker Bay 

Derek Harwood: a red, Swartland Red, 2016 by Marc Kent. Mixed grape. 

 

Geographical Region 

As of 2003, South Africa was 17th in terms of area planted with vines, with the 

country owning 1.5% of the world's grape vineyards with 110,000 hectares 

(270,000 acres). Yearly production among South Africa's wine regions is usually 

around 10 million hL (264 million US gallons) which regularly puts the country 

among the top ten wine producing countries in the world. The majority of wine 

production in South Africa takes place in the Cape, particularly the south-west 

corner near the coastal region. The historical heart of South African wine has 

been the area near the Cape Peninsula and modern-day Cape Town. This area is 

still of prominence in the industry being home to the major wine regions of 

Constantia, Stellenbosch and Paarl. Today, wine is grown throughout the 

Western Cape and in parts of the Northern Cape, KwaZulu-Natal and Eastern 

Cape regions. The river regions along the Breede Valley, Olifants and Orange 

Rivers are among the warmest areas and are often the location of bulk wine 

production and distillation. The cooler climate regions east of Cape Town along 

the Indian Ocean coast, such as Walker Bay and Elgin, have seen vast expansion 

and development in recent 

years as producers experiment 

with cool climate varietals and 

wine styles. 

Below are some notable Wine of 

Origins districts: 

Western Cape: Constantia / 

Stellenbosch / Paarl / 

Franschhoek Valley 

Eastern Cape: Walker Bay 

Breede River Valley 



 

Grape varieties 

Grape varieties in South Africa are known as cultivar, with many common 

international varieties developing local synonyms that still have a strong 

tradition of use 

Grape  Vineyards 

Chenin Blanc  18.2%  
 

Cabernet Sauvignon  11.3%  
 

Colombard  12.0%  
 

Shiraz  10.5%  
 

Sauvignon Blanc  9.4%  
 

Chardonnay  8.0%  
 

Pinotage  7.5%  
 

Merlot  6.0%  
 

 

Pinotage 

Pinotage, a crossing of Pinot noir and Cinsaut, has seen its plantings rise and fall 

due to the current fashion of the South African wine industry. Today, it is the 

second most widely planted red grape variety in South Africa. While there are 

supporters who want to make the grape South Africa's signature variety, critics 

of the grape note that hardly any other wine region in the world has planted this 

variety due to its flaws. In the early 1990s, as Apartheid ended and the world's 

wine market was opening up, winemakers in South Africa ignored Pinotage in 

favour of more internationally recognised varieties like Shiraz and Cabernet 

Sauvignon. Towards the end of the 20th century, the grape's fortunes began to 

turn, and by 1997 it commanded higher prices than any other South African 

grape. It is a required component (30–70%) in "Cape blends". Here it is made 

into the full range of styles, from easy-drinking quaffing wine and rosé to barrel-

aged wine intended for cellaring. It is also made into a fortified "port-style", and 

even a red sparkling wine. The grape can be very dependent on the style of 

winemaking, with well made examples having the potential to produce deep 

coloured, fruity wines that can be accessible early as well as age. However, 

critics of the variety believe that the variety's flaws – green vegetal flavours and 

tannins, and susceptibility to developing banana and nail polish acetate aromas 

– are present in far more examples of Pinotage that reach the consumer market. 

Pinotage reached its zenith in 2001, covering 7.3% of the total vineyard area, 

but this has since decreased to 6%. 


