
Islington U3A Shorter Walks Group 
 

Walk/Distance Windsor and Eton Circular walk  5.5 miles   A long ‘half-day’ walk 

Date/Time Friday 8 June Meet at 9.40am  2.5 hours walking plus breaks 

Meeting up & 
travel 

Meet at Paddington station Platform 9 for the 9.50am train to Slough 
where we change for Windsor and Eton Central. Freedom passes 
take you to West Drayton so you’ll need a return ticket from there to 
Windsor and Eton Central station. £3.25 off-peak return with a Senior 
Railcard, otherwise £4.90 (both bought online in advance, maybe a 
bit more expensive at the station on the day) 
 

Route & Terrain A flat walk along both banks of the Thames, through riverside 
meadows, the playing fields of Eton College, Home Park and the 
streets around Windsor Castle with fine views along the river and of 
the castle. Mostly on hard paths but some grassy surfaces. 
There are several footbridges. 

Pace  Although it’s a flat walk we’ll need to keep up a moderate pace with 
all the bridges and kissing gates etc, to get back to Windsor in time 
for lunch. 
 

Potential hazards It could be muddy after rain. There are steps up and down to some of 
the footbridges and at least one stile. 

Timing Because of the travel this is a ‘long half-day walk’. 
The train arrives at 10.17am so we should start by 10.30am. With a 
coffee break we’ll be walking for 3 hours before lunch at about 
1.30pm. Twice hourly trains back to either Paddington (change at 
Slough) take about half an hour or to Vauxhall: direct, but take 50 
mins.  
 

Clothing/footwear Waterproof walking shoes/boots. Waterproofs unless the weather 
forecast is definitely dry. 

Toilets Paddington station, Windsor & Eton Central station, coffee break, 
lunch break 

Shortening the 
walk 

After about 2 miles there’s a shortcut along a road past Eton College 
to the station (about a half-mile walk). 

Leader’s 
Contacts 

Email: shorterwalks.iu3a@gmail.com 
Walk Leader: Kate Grant 
Leader’s mobile: 07973 760206 
 

Links Pathfinder Country Walks near London (25) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windsor_Castle 
https://ramblingman.org.uk/walks/thames-path/thames-path-windsor-
bourne-end 
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