
Islington U3A Shorter Walks Group 
 

Walk/Distance Richmond Park & Isabella plantation  Circular Walk   
Two options: 5.5 miles or 7.5 miles 
 

Date/Time Tuesday 8 May 2018  9.30am start  A long half-day walk 
 

Meeting up & 
travel 

Meet at Highbury & Islington Overground station on the Platform  
for the 9.41am train to Richmond, arriving 10.29am 
 
Return from Richmond Overground to Highbury & Islington (45 
min), or District Line. All within the Freedom Pass/Oyster card zone 
 

Route & Terrain This is an easy walk mostly on level paths with one off-piste 
section of about 15 min. There is one short, not very steep, uphill. 
The walk starts from Richmond station, cutting across the Green to 
the Thames Path which we follow to Petersham. There’s a coffee 
break in the Tea Rooms at Petersham nurseries (pricey but 
attractive) then we enter Richmond Park at the Petersham Gate. 
We follow the lower path, along the western edge of the park, then 
head uphill, fairly gently, into the main part of the park to the 
Isabella Plantation to see the azaleas and rhododendrons in the 
delightful gardens.  
We then cut across the parkland towards Pembroke Lodge for 
lunch, with the opportunity to see wonderful views from King 
Henry’s Mound, then downhill to leave the park at the Petersham 
Gate, where we came in earlier. The total so far is 5.5 miles. 
Then walkers have two options. 
Option A) Hop on a (frequent service) bus to Richmond Station  
Option B Walk back to the station along the Thames Path retracing 
the earlier walk in reverse (making the total walk 7.5 miles) 
 

Timing The main walk is about two and a half hours. With coffee break and 
lunch 4 hours. Add another 40 min if walking back to Richmond 
station along the Thames Path (Option B above).   
Option A walkers could be back at Highbury by 3.30 – 4.00pm 
 

Clothing/footwear Comfortable walking shoes should be adequate, but there might be 
a couple of muddy bits when we cut across to Pembroke Lodge. 
Watch weather forecasts and be prepared with waterproofs if 
necessary. Or hats and sunscreen if we’re lucky. 
 

Toilets Richmond Station (paying), Petersham Nurseries, Isabella 
Plantation, Pembroke Lodge, Petersham Gate (paying?)  
 

Dropping out No useful points to shorten the walk 
 

Opportunities to 
extend the walk 

Thames Path (Option B) to Richmond 
 
 



Leader’s 
Contacts 

Kate Grant 
email: shorterwalks.iu3a@gmail.com  
Phone: 07973 760206 
 

Links https://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/richmond-park 

 
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/richmond-park/richmond-park-
attractions/isabella-plantation 
 
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/richmond-park/richmond-park-
attractions/king-henrys-mound  
 
http://www.pembroke-lodge.co.uk 
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