
Islington U3A Longer Walks Group 

Walk Title Watton Walk No. 282 

Area Herfordshire Type Circular 

Date  Friday, 24th July 2020 

Distance 10 miles (16 km).  

Timing 4.5 hours walking time + travel + lunch stop. Allow 7 hours in total. 

Therefore expect to be back in Islington by 5.30 pm  

Meeting 
up 

& travel 

Buy Zone 6 extension (from Crews Hill) off-peak day return to Watton-at-
Stone. 

Meet on train to Watton (Stevenage line) from - Essex Rd 9.46  Highbury 
and Islington 9.48  Drayton Park 9.51 and Finsbury Park 9.54. Leader 
boarding at  Alexandra Palace.  

Sit at back of train.  Arrive 10.37.  Trains back half hourly .09 and .39 

Route South west from Watton via Bramfield Park Wood down into river Mimram 
valley,then over to village of Tewin. Back to Watton via Burnham Green and 
Bulls Green.  

Lunch Lunch at The Plume of Feathers in Tewin. Tables inside or out (large 
garden), max 8 per table. Table must be booked in advance. Mains £10, 
sandwiches/baked potatoes £5 - £7, soup £4.50. Real ales. 

Alternative BYO lunch to eat on village green. 

Dropping 
out 

No public transport from Tewin so would need to phone for taxi. 

Suitability We will maintain social distancing. 

Suitable for any reasonably fit regular walker.  There are no particular 
difficulties.  

Terrain: Varied woodland and farmland, a couple of short stretches on quiet 
country lanes. Mostly flat or gentle hills. 

Possible obstacles: none, no stiles. 

Comfortable waterproof walking shoes/ boots. Waterproof jacket. Check 
weather forecast for temperature and likelihood of rain.  Wear, or carry, an 
extra layer. 

Facilities There are toilets at the pub, none on train. Otherwise trees… 

Walk 
source 

Leader’s own. 

Map & 

other 
references 

OS Explorer 182 St Albans and Hatfield  

 

Leader & 
contact 
details 

Walk Leader: Berry Beaumont 

Beforehand   phone: 07808 724694 (leave message if necessary) 

                      e-mail: berry.beaumont@gmail.com 

On the day    mobile: 07808 724694 

Interesting 
facts 

Queen Hoo Hall, once a hunting lodge of Queen Elizabeth, is now a 
farmhouse.  

The building is a good specimen of a 16th¬ century country house, almost 



unaltered. 

Marden Hill is a Grade II* listed country house. The house, originally 
Jacobean but substantially rebuilt in the 18th-century and modified in the 
19th, is built in two  

storeys with attics of yellow brick with Portland stone dressings. The floor 
plan is square with five bays and a two-storey Ionic entrance porch at the 
front. 

In 1550, the Manor of Marden paid a rent of 26 ounces (740 g) of honey to 
the  

abbey of St Alban. Marden was held by the abbey until the dissolution, and 
in  

1539 it was granted to William Cavendish. After several different owners the 
house was sold to Charles G. Thornton, Governor of the Bank of England 
who commissioned Sir John Soane to design a vestibule and staircase, but 
who also added the Ionic-columned two-story porch that is a notable feature 
of the building.  

In 1903 it came to be owned by the Cowper estate, and was leased. During 
the war, it was occupied by a boarding school. In 1957 it was owned by a 
gravel extraction company, which was unable to demolish the listed building, 
and leased it to two architects, who signed a 21-year lease. A co-ownership 
company was formed,    which now owns the freehold. Nine families live 
there today  

The River Mimram, rises from a spring to the north-west of Whitwell, in 
North Hertfordshire, England, and makes its confluence with the River Lea 
near Horn's    Mill in Hertford. At Whitwell there are watercress beds which 
have existed since Roman times and these are fed by the same springs. 
The valley is the furthest east of all the Chiltern Hills valleys. 

 


