
Islington U3A Longer Walks Group 

Walk Title Ware to St Margarets  Walk No. 274 

Area Hertfordshire Type Linear 

Date  Shrove Tuesday, 25 February, 2020 

Distance 10 miles (16 km) 

Timing 4½ hours walking time + travel + lunch stop. Allow 7½ hours in total. 

Therefore expect to be back in Islington by about 5.15 pm  

Meeting up 

& travel 

Meet at 9.45 am in the waiting room on platform 4 at Tottenham 
Hale to catch the 9.55 Hertford East train to Ware (arr.10.25). An off-
peak day return with Senior Railcard and Freedom Pass should cost 
£5.50. Return trains from St Margarets (one station nearer London) 
run at 17 and 47 minutes past the hour.  

Route We walk westwards along Ware High Street past the large parish 
church and then turn north east to reach a footpath between houses 

which soon brings us to open fields. We head north to Mole’s Farm 
and then on to Thundridge Hill, where we descend to the Rib Valley 
and Thundridge Old Church. Here we join the Hertfordshire Way 
which we follow first eastwards alongside the River Rib and then 
south around Buckney Wood to reach Wareside for lunch at The 
Chequers Inn (around 1 pm). After lunch we join the old railway 
track bed at Mardock and follow it to cross the River Ash. We then 
rejoin the Hertfordshire Way for a gentle ascent over open fields 
before descending to Stanstead Abbots and St Margarets station. 

Lunch Food, including vegan and vegetarian dishes, is available at The 
Chequers Inn (last visited on 29th January 2019) 

Dropping out A bus leaves Wareside for Ware station (about 15 mins) at 2.15 pm. 
It stops 50 yds from The Chequers. 

Suitability Suitable for any reasonably fit regular walker.  There are no 
particular difficulties and no stiles.  

Terrain: mostly firm paths and farm tracks, but with some muddy 
patches. 

Comfortable waterproof walking shoes/ boots. Waterproof jacket. 
Check weather forecast for temperature and likelihood of rain.  
Wear, or carry, an extra layer. 

Facilities There are toilets at Tottenham Hale, on the train and at The 
Chequers Inn. There are no toilets at Ware or St Margarets stations.  

Walk source Leader and “Discovering Walks in Hertfordshire” by Ron Pigram. 
Shire Publications 

Map  OS Explorer 194 

 

  



Leader & 
contact 
details 

Walk Leader: Stuart Beare 

Beforehand   phone 020 7609 0766 (leave message if necessary) 
email: stuart.beare@btinternet,com  

On the day    mobile: 07951 928415 

Interesting 
facts 

Ware is an old malting town renowned for the Great Bed of Ware 
from the White Hart Inn which was 11ft long and 10ft wide and, it is 
said, could accommodate four couples. It is now in the Victoria and 
Albert Museum. 

“and as many lies as will lie in thy sheet of paper, although the sheet 
were big enough for the bed of Ware in England…” 

                                Sir Toby Belch  Twelfth Night Act III scene II 152 

Thundridge Old Church was abandoned for a new church at 
Wadesmill in the 1850s. Save for the tower the old church was 
pulled down, no doubt to prevent its use for activities of which the 
Church of England did not approve. 

Mardock station, traces of which can still be seen, was on the old 
single track Ware Hadham and Buntingford Railway, which was 
opened in 1863 and closed in1964. It is unlikely to be on the 
Government’s agenda for re-opening.  

 


