
Islington U3A Longer Walking Group 
 

Walk The Hangers Way (Petersfield to Liss) Walk No. 199 

Area Hampshire Type Linear 

Date  Thursday 9th August 2018 

Distance 10-11 miles (16 - 17 km). Drop-out, by taxi only, from lunch stop. 

Timing c 5 hours walking time, plus lunch stop. Probably arrive back in 
Islington between 7 and 7.30 pm. 

Meeting up 
and travel 

Meet with train ticket by 09.15 am outside the main ticket office at 
Waterloo station. We will catch the 09.30 train to Petersfield (final 
destination Portsmouth Harbour). It doesn’t pick up anywhere else in 
London - first stop is Woking. Journey time just over an hour. 

There are two (slower) trains an hour back from Liss in the late 
afternoon. We should catch either the 17.02 (arrives Waterloo 18.14) 
or the 17.23 (arrives 18.43). These trains call at Clapham Junction.  

If you have a Freedom Pass and Senior Railcard, buy an off-peak day 
return from Zone 6 boundary to Petersfield - cost £13.65.  

Route A pleasant and quiet walk through largely unspoilt countryside. The 
route is mainly on paths, tracks and very minor country lanes, with a 
lot of attractive, varied woodland, including some small nature 
reserves. It is very well shaded much of the time. 

This is basically a crescent-like walk between two adjacent stations. 
Much of it (up to mid-afternoon) follows part of the Hangers Way, one 
of SE England’s lesser known ״ long distance״ footpaths. We head 
north from Petersfield, pass through the small village of Steep, climb 
Shoulder of Mutton Hill - the high point of the walk in both senses, with 
views to the South Downs - then descend to the lunch stop in 
Hawkley. After lunch we continue north until leaving the Hangers Way 
to head back south east on mainly flat land to the station at Liss. 

Lunch and 
refreshments 

Hawkley is just before the half-way point. There’s a popular pub (the 
independent Hawkley Inn) serving meals and bar snacks up to 2 pm, 
and with indoor and outdoor seating. Alternatively you could bring a 
picnic to enjoy on the village green adjacent to the churchyard.  

There’s a shop selling ice creams, cold drinks and snack food close to 
the station in Liss if you need a refresher before the return journey. 

Shortening or 
dropping-out 

options  

There are no public transport links, but you could phone for a taxi from 
the lunch stop. It’s about 3 miles by road to Liss and 4 miles back to 
Petersfield (which has a faster and more frequent service to London). 

Suitability 
and terrain 

There are some ups and downs, including one steep climb and 
descent of 150 m (500 feet) over Shoulder of Mutton Hill. There is a 
(longer) alternative to the direct ascent, but it’s still a climb. There are 
plenty of stiles, some a bit rickety, so be aware if you really struggle 
with these. Most paths are clear, but there are a few short, narrow 
stretches with protruding nettles and brambles, where you’ll definitely 
need to take care (and be able to protect bare arms and/or legs).  
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Facilities There are public toilets at the stations, on the trains and at the 
lunchtime pub.  

 Walk source Time Out Country Walks Vol 2, walk 11 (also listed on Saturday 
Walkers Club website - walk no. 2.11 (see below). 

Maps and 
other 

references 

OS Explorer map OL 33 [formerly 133] - Haslemere & Petersfield. 

Saturday Walkers Club:  
https://www.walkingclub.org.uk/walk/petersfield-to-liss/   

The Hangers Way:  http://www3.hants.gov.uk/hangers-way.pdf  

The Hawkley Inn:  http://hawkleyinn.co.uk/ 

Hawkley village: http://www.hawkley.org/index.html  

Steep village: http://www.steepvillage.com  

Leader & 
contact 
details 

 

Walk leader:  Martyn Waring 

Phone/ text:  07588 713 230 

Email:  martynwaring@btinternet.com  

Points of 
interest 

The Hangers Way runs north-south for 21 miles, linking Alton with 
Queen Elizabeth’ Country Park on the South Downs. The name 
Hanger comes from the Old English word hangra, meaning a steeply 
wooded slope. You’ll see plenty of them on this walk. 

The English poet Edward Thomas lived in the aptly named village of 
Steep from 1906 to 1916. His favourite spot was the steep incline of 
Shoulder of Mutton Hill, where a memorial stone to the poet was 
erected by Walter de la Mare at a spot that provides a panoramic view 
over the South Downs. Thomas’ name is also on a memorial to the 
fallen of the First World War in the village: he was killed at the Battle 
of Arras in 1917, before his first poetry collection was published. 

The Church of All Saints in Steep was first constructed in the 12th 
century and has some parts which still date to its original design. The 
church was completely restored in 1875, when the current wooden 
spire was added. Edward Thomas is remembered in the church in a 
delicately engraved window, created by Laurence Whistler in 1978. 

The Church of St. Peter & St. Paul in Hawkley dates from 1865, 
and is built in the Norman style in local stone. It has an unusual tower, 
in a style more commonly seen on the continent.  

And finally…. strictly only for the useless knowledge addicts among 
you, Arsenal’s Callum Chambers was born in Petersfield in1995: and 
the perhaps a little more successful and celebrated Sir Alec Guinness 
was buried there in 2000. 
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