
Islington U3A Longer Walks Group 

Walk Title Parkland Walk, South then North Walk No. 279 

Area Greater London Type Circular 

Date  Wednesday 1st July, 2020 

Distance Anything from 4 miles to 10 miles (15 km).   

Islington to Finsbury Park = 1½ mls 

Finsbury Park to Highgate via Parkland Walk = 2½ mls 

(avoiding closed bridge). 

Highgate Woods to Cranley Gardens = 2½ mls 

Cranley Gardens to Alex. Palace Station = = 2½ mls 

Exact distance will vary depending on where you join or leave the walk. 

Timing Walking timing about 2 hours or 4 hours. 

Meeting 
up 

& travel 

and 

Route 

Start / Join options: 

Meet at Highbury & Islington tube station for 10.00.  

Then we’ll walk through Highbury Fields to Gillespie Park (10.20). We’ll 
follow this up to Finsbury Park Tube Station concourse (10.35). 

Through Finsbury Park picking up the Parkland Walk. Along this to 
Highgate (4 mls, 11.30). A short road section to Highgate Woods. 

There are three options available for getting between the two sections of 
the Parkland Walk.  We will take the Highgate Woods route (light blue 
route): Walk from Holmesdale Road uphill along Archway Road to the 
Woodman pub. This is the first part of the blue route. Turn right and follow 
Muswell Hill Road, cross over into Highgate Woods. Bear right and keep 
Muswell Hill Road in sight on your right. Exit at Cranley Gate and turn left. 
There is an underpass under Muswell Hill Road that puts you on the start of 
the Walk. 

Then through Highgate Woods to Cranley Gardens (6½ mls, 12.30) and 
onward along the North section of the Parkland Walk. 

This takes us to the west side of Alexander Palace. We climb up for the 
views (8 mls, 13.30) and over and down to Alexander Palace Station. (10 
mls, 14.30). 

Back to Highbury & Islington by the Great Northern Line (or stations on 
route).  

Lunch Bring anything you need. 

Dropping 
out 

Drop out at Highgate possible but then you’d need to take public transport 
back to Islington. 

Suitability Social distancing (of 2m) will be maintained throughout the walk. 

The walk is mostly flat. The paths are firm. There will be some surface mud 
at the Highgate end of the Parkland Walk. 

Short sections of road walking. 

Wear comfortable walking shoes. Check weather forecast for temperature 
and likelihood of rain.  If hot bring a hat and water. 

See also the generic Covid-19 risk assessment on the Long Walks 
webpage. 

Facilities No toilets are expected to be available.  



Walk 
source 

Combination of previous iU3A walks. 

Map 
references 

OS Explorer 173 

Leader & 
contact 
details 

Walk Leader: Derek Harwood 

Phone: 077 5931 4096 

e-mail: derek.harwood@live.co.uk 

Interesting 
Facts 

The railway started as a steam service off the East Coast Main Line with 
suburban services for the Great Northern Railway. The line was authorised 
in 1862, for construction to Edgware as the Edgware, Highgate and London 
Railway and it was opened in 1867, by which time the EH&L had been 
absorbed by the Great Northern. 

 

A branch was added to High Barnet leaving the original line to Edgware 
north of Finchley Central and opened on 1 April 1872. The branch to 
Alexandra Palace followed in 1873 when the Peoples' Palace opened. The 
Palace burnt down 2 weeks later and the branch closed for 2 years during 
rebuilding and had another couple of closures in the 1880s. The August 
1945 picture (upper right) shows an LNER tank engine and carriages at 
Stroud Green. The company that opened the line, the Great Northern 
Railway (GNR), was absorbed into the London and North Eastern Railway 
(LNER) in 1923. 

 

In the late 1930s there was an ambitious plan to expand the Underground 
that then terminated at the station we now know as Archway (it was 
Highgate at the time and was renamed in 1940 to avoid confusion with the 
LNER Highgate - the present station). A long tunnel was built under the 
Archway Road and the old steam lines north of Highgate became part of 
the Underground system. The 1939 diagram below shows how complicated 
it would have been. 

 

The dotted lines in the diagram are noted as 'under construction' and this 
was true for the Edgware to Bushey Heath section. The three dotted arms 
from Highgate were existing but needing significant re-engineering to make 
them part of the Underground. 

 

The dual service to Edgware was deemed not necessary and the route of 
the M1 motorway cut across the line at the Hale. Thus, the line was cut 
back to Mill Hill East in the 1960s. 



 

Much of the engineering work, started as the war broke out, was never fully 
commissioned. The present Youth Club at Crouch Hill was built as a 
transformer station (shown in the second picture above). The designation of 
the 'Green Belt' after the war killed the economic case for the alterations 
and the advent of better buses combined with suspensions due to a coal 
shortage in 1952 saw the end of passenger services on the southern parts 
in 1954. The tracks from Highgate depot to Finsbury Park were left in for 
shuttling stock to the Drayton Park to Moorgate section of Northern Line. 

 

Finsbury Park got a better service with the opening of the Victoria Line in 
1968 and the Drayton Park to Moorgate section (built to main line loading 
gauge) ceased to be part of the Underground in 1975 and was transferred 
to the Welwyn Electric service opening in 1976. Stock movements ceased 
over the southern section of what is now the Parkland Walk on 29th 
September 1970 and the tracks were lifted the following year 

 

The land was transferred to Haringey (with a small section to Islington) and 
re-opened as a linear park after some bridge replacements were carried 
out. 

 

In the late 80s the linear park was threatened by a plan to build a dual 
carriageway along its route. The threat was withdrawn following a vigorous 
and well-supported campaign by the Friends of The Parkland Walk (formed 
to coordinate local residents and environmentalists) and a sea change in 
transport thinking. 

 

 


