
 

Islington U3A Longer Walks Group 

Walk Title Oxford Parkway Walk No. 250 

Area North Oxfordshire Countryside Type Circular 

Date  Tuesday, 20th August 2019 

Distance 13 miles, 20.8km 

Timing 5½ hours walking time + travel + lunch stop. Allow 8½ hours in total. 

Should be back in Islington by 7 pm. 

Meeting up 

& travel 

Meet at London Marylebone to catch the Chiltern Railways 09:35 to 
Oxford Parkway.(The departure board will show Oxford). Meet under 
the departure notice board and as the platform is only announced 
shortly before departure (c. 5mins) it is important to be ready to 
move speedily. A standard day return is £18.00 but using a FP you 
should purchase an off-peak day return to Oxford with your SRC 
from London Boundary 6 which costs £13.05.  

There is a 5:02 train back from Oxford Parkway but the 5:29 is 
quicker and gets back at the same time at 18:35. Less need to hurry 
the final miles! There are refreshments at the station.  

Route Circular from Oxford Parkway to the northeast of Oxford and around 
Otmoor RSPB Nature Reserve. Most of the initial route is flat e.g. as 
it follows the Cherwell, then we will be walking in pleasant rolling 
countryside skirting Islip and Noke and passing through the very 
attractive villages of Beckley and Woodeaton. Both churches in 
Beckley and Woodeaton are well worth seeing. The route follows 
both the Oxfordshire Way and the Oxford Greenbelt Way (OGW) for 
different sections. The last mile and an half retraces the route on the 
way out.  

Lunch Lunch stop at the Abingdon Arms in Beckley after approx. 7½ miles 
so should be there by 1:30 or shortly after.  
http://theabingdonarms.co.uk/ Food is not served after 2.30.  

Pub garden with great views weather permitting. 

Dropping out Besides an early exit at Islip, Beckley is the only obvious dropping 
out point but, as there are no suitable midday buses, it will mean 
sharing a taxi to Islip (infrequent rail service) if there is a train (8 
mins), or to Oxford Parkway (17 mins) which has a regular half 
hourly service back to London.  

Suitability Suitable for any reasonably fit regular walker but 13 miles is quite a 
long walk.  

Terrain: Mostly quite flat with clear paths but a 1.4km hill up into 
Beckley from Otmore. Some sections of the footpaths are rather 
overgrown so think twice about wearing shorts.  

There are three short sections on relatively busy B roads as well as 
the initial and final 400 metres on the A4165 which has a pavement.  

Comfortable waterproof walking shoes/trainers. Check weather but 
likely to be warm so hats and sunglasses.  

Facilities There are toilets at Marylebone, on the train, at Oxford Parkway and 
at the pub.  

http://theabingdonarms.co.uk/


Not really time to pop into Islip for refreshments but suggest you 
may want to bring something to snack on as we pass by Noke. 

Walk source Made up from Explorer map but much of the walk is taken from  

https://www.walkingclub.org.uk/walk/islip-circular/   

Map & 

other 
references 

Oxford Explorer 180 

Links: https://www.walkingclub.org.uk/walk/islip-circular/   

https://www.rspb.org.uk/reserves-and-events/reserves-a-z/otmoor-
reserve/  

Leader & 
contact 
details 

Walk Leader: Philip Davies 

Phone: 0753 5044557 

e-mail: philip.d@blueyonder.co.uk  

Of possible 
interest 

i. Otmoor is a large area of marshland that was drained and 
enclosed in fields in the early 19th century. It was taken 
over in 1997 by the RSPB and is now managed as a 
wetland reserve that provides a home for thousands of 
waterfowl.  

ii. The 13th century Church of the Assumption in Beckley has 
several interesting features, including a mediaeval wall 
painting, a skewed chancel and a squint!  

iii. Holy Rood Church, Woodeaton, is an un-modernised 13th 
century church with old fashioned pew boxes, a rood 
screen with an inscribed rood beam. The tower is built 
inside the church.  
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