
Islington U3A Longer Walks Group 

Walk Title Misbourne Valley, Chilterns Walk No. 263 

Area Buckinghamshire Type Circular 

Date  Wednesday 13th November, 2019 

Distance 13 miles (21 km) including to/ from stations.  

Timing Therefore should be back in Islington by 17.00. 

Meeting up & 
travel 

Meet at Marylebone train station (ticket office/ information board) at 
9.50 – to catch the 10.12 (Chilterns Trains to Amersham). It’s a 35 
min journey. 

Freedom pass covers us out to Amersham so if you have one of 
these no extra ticket will be necessary.  For our younger members it 
will cost £8.10 for an ‘any day’ single. 

We’ll come back from Chorleywood. Choice of train (Chiltern Trains) 
or tube (Metropolitan line). Fast or slow options. Marylebone or 
Baker St / Kings Cross options.  

Route We first did part of this walk in June 2014 (in the reverse direction) 
but it’s not been repeated since then. So well overdue for a repeat 
visit.  But we’ll also add a new bit this time to avoid the trudge 
through Gerrards Cross. 

From Amersham-on-the-Hill (10.50), we turn left under the railway 
bridge, immediately cross the road follow a path into the woods. 
Veering left through Parsonage Woods it’s downhill, across 
grasslands, to Amersham Old Town (11.00, 2km). Here we pick up 
the River Misbourne turning left along it just before the church. We 
skirted the Old Town then cut across two roads and pick up the path 
at Bury out into fields (3km). Then it’s following the path, with the 
river on the left, down the valley. The path takes us straight into the 
middle of Chalfont St Giles where we’ve previously stopped on other 
walks at the Merlin’s Cave (12.00, 7km).  

This time we will keep going, skirting the churchyard, then we are 
out into fields again, with the path again running parallel to the river. 
We reach Chalfont St Peters (13.00, 11km) where we will stop for 
lunch.  

After lunch (14.00) is the new bit (NOT RECKIED!!). We take the 
bridge over the A413 and up the hill. We leave the town and head 
for the M25 but just as we reach it we pick up the Old Shire Lane 
(14.45 14km). At first this is a minor road but then becomes a track, 
then a path. We leave it just as we reach Chorleywood and instead 
follow the road to the station (16.15, 20km). 

Lunch Food is available at the Greyhound Inn, Chalfont St Peter. 

01753 883404 

See the menu HERE. 

Dropping out From Chalfont St Peter (lunch stop) by taxi back to Amersham or to 
Gerrards Cross (6.5mls, 10.5km). 

Suitability Start and finish is – briefly - through urban areas but the rest is out in 
open countryside following a river valley for the first half, then rolling 
hills after lunch.  Downhill gradient for the morning.   

http://www.thegreyhoundinn.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Spring-Lunch-Menu-2019.pdf


Suitable for any reasonably fit regular walker.  There are no 
particular difficulties. 

Terrain: one easy up. This time of year there will be some muddy 
sections. 

Possible obstacles: there is one style to cross. 

Comfortable waterproof walking shoes/ boots. Check weather 
forecast for temperature and likelihood of rain.   

Facilities There are toilets at the beginning at Amersham station; the pub in 
the middle; and at the end at Gerrards Cross.  

Food is available all day at the pub, the Merlin’s Cave, Chalfont St 
Giles. Not the greatest pub, basic lunch menu. Reasonably priced. 

Walk source Leaders creation. 

Map & 

other 
references 

OS Explorer 172 or OS Landranger 165 / 175 

Links: misbourne valley walks 

Leader & 
contact 
details 

Walk Leader: Derek Harwood 

Phone: 077 5931 4096 

e-mail: derek.harwood@live.co.uk 

Interesting 
Facts 

St Mary’s Church in Amersham Old Town dates back to 13th 
century. But current version is Victorian. The cottages are 17th 
century. 

In Chalfont St Giles you can find the poet Milton’s cottage. He fled 
here to avoid London’s plague in 1665. He wrote Paradise Lost here 
and started Paradise Regained. There is a small museum now in his 
cottage. 

 

https://www.chilternsaonb.org/uploads/files/Walks_and_Rides/misbournewalks.pdf

