
Islington U3A Longer Walking Group 

 

Walk Title Leith Hill (Holmwood to Gomshall) Walk No. 235 

Area Surrey Downs Type Linear 

Date  9th May 2019 

Distance About 10½ miles (17 km).  

Timing Around 4½ - 5 hours walking time + travel + refreshment stops. 
Expect to be back to Islington by about 18.30. 

Meeting up 

& travel 

Meet outside Highbury & Islington station by 08.15 am latest, 
preferably with tickets (although there should be time to buy at 
Clapham Junction). We’ll catch the 08.21 London Overground 
service to Clapham Junction, where we’ll change to the Southern 
service to Holmwood (final destination Horsham and one stop 
beyond Dorking), departing Clapham Junction at 09.32.  This route 
avoids Victoria station, not least because the train leaves Victoria 
before 09.30 am, which means that Senior Railcards and Freedom 
Passes are not valid from there and it’s only an hourly service to 
Holmwood. This train allows us to start walking at about 10.30 am. 
You can join the group at Clapham Junction or on the train if you 
prefer, but please let the leader know if you intend to do this. 

We’ll need to get back to Dorking from Gomshall, using either train 
or bus (there’s about an hourly service on each). There are 4 trains 
an hour back from Dorking to London (Victoria or Waterloo), with a 
journey time of about 45 - 50 minutes. 

Buy an off-peak day return from the boundary of Zone 6 (Ewell East 
on this line) to Holmwood. With Freedom Pass and Senior Railcard 
the advertised price is £5.20. A train back from Gomshall to Dorking 
would incur a small additional charge on the day (although we could 
- if the timing is right - catch a bus using Freedom Passes). 

Route From Holmwood station we’re soon into the farmland and woodland 
that predominate throughout the day, heading for the most part in a 
westerly direction. After about 45 minutes we start the climb via 
Coldharbour Common up to Leith Hill on the Greensand Ridge, from 
where (on a clear day) there are fine views - even better from the 
top of the tower (£3, free to NT members). 

We continue across the ridge and down the far side to Friday Street. 
From there it’s a pleasant stroll to Gomshall, in the valley between 
the Greensand Ridge and the North Downs, via the Wotton House 
estate, Dearleap Wood and the village of Abinger Hammer. 

Options to 
shorten 

There is an hourly bus service along the A25 between Guildford and 
Dorking. We cross its route at Wotton Hatch (after 7½ miles) and 
Abinger Hammer (9½ miles). Both have pubs if you just miss a bus. 

Terrain Mainly bridleways and footpaths through woods and heathland 
(much of it owned by the National Trust) with a few short pavement 
stretches at the beginning and end.  Inevitably, as we are going to 
one of the highest points in the South East, there is some climbing in 
the first half of the day, with one short very steep ascent (which we 
can - and will for those who prefer - avoid by taking a slight detour).  



Possible 
obstacles 

Many of the stiles have been replaced, but there are still quite a few, 
mainly in the first half of the day and none difficult. We cross the 
(busy) A25 a couple of times, where care is needed. There could be 
a few muddy stretches in the woods, particularly if there has been 
heavy rain beforehand. Vegetation is a bit overgrown on narrow 
paths in a few places. 

Suitability Suitable for any reasonably fit regular walker who doesn’t mind a bit 
of hill climbing. 

Clothing/ 
footwear 

Comfortable waterproof walking shoes/ boots. Waterproof jacket. 
Check weather forecast for temperature and likelihood of rain.  
Wear, or carry, an extra layer unless it’s going to be hot all day. 

Refreshments 
and toilets 

There are two options for lunch (unless you bring your own). The 
small refreshment kiosk at Leith Tower serves drinks and snacks 
with outdoor seating and wonderful views if it’s a fine, clear day. This 
would be relatively early for lunch (about 2 hours after we start 
walking). The alternative is the Stephan Langton Inn at Friday Street 
(reached after about 3 hours), the self-styled “most secluded pub 
and restaurant in Surrey”, with plenty of indoor and outside seating. 
It offers sandwiches, soups and light bites for between £6 and £10, 
main dishes around £15.  

There are toilets on the trains and at the Stephan Langton Inn, but 
none at Leith Tower, Holmwood or Gomshall stations (although 
there are at Dorking station). There are plenty of bushes and trees 
to hide behind throughout the walk. 

Leader’s 
contact 
details 

Martyn Waring  

Beforehand   e-mail: martynwaring@btinternet.com or text (below) 

On the day    mobile: 07588 713 230 

Walk source Saturday Walkers Club (walk 1.42). Also in Time Out country walks 
Vol 1 (walk 42). 

Map and 

other 
references 

Maps: OS Explorer 145 and 146 (unfortunately the walk straddles 
two of these maps) or OS Landranger 187 

Walk: https://www.walkingclub.org.uk/walk/holmwood-to-gomshall/   

Leith Hill Tower: http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/leith-hill/  

Stephan Langton Inn: http://www.stephanlangton.pub/  

Interesting 
facts 

Leith Hill is within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and is 
home to an abundant wildlife. It’s also designated as a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest.  

Leith Hill tower was built in 1765 by Richard Hull, then owner of 
nearby Leith Hill Place, as 'a place for people to enjoy the glory of 
the English countryside'. The top of the tower is the highest point in 
South-East England (1029 ft / 313 m).  

The village of Abinger Hammer features the figure of "Jack the 
Blacksmith" who strikes the famous clock which overhangs the main 
road on the hour. The clock was given in memory of the first Lord 
Farrer of Abinger to the village and represents the role the iron 
industry played in the industrial past. 
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