
Islington U3A Longer Walking Group 

 

Walk Title Farnham to Guildford Walk No. 238 

Area North Downs Way Type Linear 

Date  31st  May 2019 

Distance About 10 miles (17 km).  

Timing Around 4½ hours walking time + travel + refreshment stops. Expect 
to be back to Islington by about 18.00. 

Meeting up 

& travel 

Meet outside the main ticket office at Waterloo station by 09.40 with 
tickets. We will catch the 09.53 south western railways service to 
Farnham (final destination Alton). The train calls at Clapham 
Junction (10.00) if you prefer to join there (but not at Vauxhall). 
Please let the leader know if you intend to join at Clapham. Journey 
time from Waterloo to Farnham is about an hour. 

Buy an off-peak day return from the boundary of Zone 6 (Surbiton 
on this line) to Farnham. With Freedom Pass and Senior Railcard 
the advertised price is £7.85. We’ll be returning from Guildford, 
where we may need to buy extension tickets to Woking (just under 
£3) although as it’s the same train company and a shorter journey 
than from Farnham, they may accept our tickets. It’s a frequent 
service back from Guildford: fast trains only take about 40 minutes. 

Route From Farnham station we quickly come to the official starting point 
of the North Downs Way. This section is less hilly than most as it is 
mainly in the valley (to avoid being too close to a main road (the 
Hog’s Back) which runs along the ridge. We don’t go higher than 
400 ft. The walk is through rolling farmland and heathland on mainly 
sandy soil. We pass through or skirt several villages (Runfold, The 
Sands, Seale and Puttenham. In the afternoon we pass close to the 
Watts Gallery near the village of Compton. The last mile is a link 
path along the River Wey navigation into the centre of Guildford. 

Options to 
shorten 

There is an hourly bus service along the main road between 
Farnham and Guildford. You can catch it in Puttenham, which is a 
bit beyond the half way point. You could also get a (more frequent) 
bus for the last mile from the edge of Guildford to the centre.   

If you’d like to visit the Watts Gallery (celebrating the work of the 
English artist of that name) there’s an hourly bus from there to 
Guildford up to about 6 pm, which takes around 10 minutes. 

Terrain Tracks, footpaths and lanes through farmland and heathland. 
Although it’s not particularly hilly, the sandy soil requires a bit more 
effort than normal in some places - there’s one stretch where you’re 
particularly likely to notice it during the second half of the walk.  

Possible 
obstacles 

A few main road crossings, where care is needed. 

Suitability Suitable for any reasonably fit regular walker. 

Clothing/ 
footwear 

Comfortable waterproof walking shoes/ boots. Waterproof jacket. 
Check weather forecast for temperature and likelihood of rain.  Bring 
a hat and sun cream if it’s likely to be hot. 



Refreshments 
and toilets 

There are two pubs in Puttenham (just beyond half way) - the Good 
Intent and the Harvester. We’ll probably visit the former. Its website 
describes it as “one of the few remaining pubs that's still a pub... 
Focused on providing the best kept real ale in the area, locally 
sourced good home cooked traditional pub fare with awesome 
desserts and a warm welcome”.  

If that’s not enough, a short detour will allow you to call in for 
afternoon tea at the Watts Gallery or, a bit further on, Loseley 
House. There are also plenty of refreshment options in Guildford.  

There are toilets on the trains, at Waterloo, Farnham and Guildford 
stations, at the lunchtime pub and at the Watts Gallery.   

Leader’s 
contact 
details 

Martyn Waring  

Beforehand   e-mail: martynwaring@btinternet.com or text (below) 

On the day    mobile: 07588 713 230 

Walk source North Downs Way official trail guide 

Map and 

other 
references 

Map: OS Explorer 145 (Guildford and Farnham) 

North Downs Way:    https://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/north-downs-way  

The Good Intent:    http://www.thegoodintentpub.co.uk/index  

The Watts Gallery:  https://www.wattsgallery.org.uk/  

Interesting 
facts 

The North Downs Way runs from Farnham to Dover, a distance of 
153 miles (245km). Much of its route is close to (and at times the 
same as) the Pilgrim’s Way. It was formally launched in September 
1978 and is a designated long distance footpath. 

Near the start we pass one of two North Downs Way seats (the 
other is near Dover) commissioned from local artists by the then 
Countryside Agency to mark the beginning and end of the walk. 

The Hog’s Back is a narrow ridge that forms the westernmost part of 
the North Downs and reaches almost 1,000 feet at its highest point. 

Puttenham is a quiet village that once achieved some notoriety 
when it featured in Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World in 1932. 

The Watts Gallery celebrates the work of the English artist George 
Fredric Watts (1817-1904). He was one of the foremost portrait 
painters of his day and many of his works are on display at the 
National and Tate galleries. He lived in a house nearby and, towards 
the end of his life, decided that paintings remaining in his 
possession should be on display to the public. It opened in 1903. 

Shortly after the Watts Gallery we pass Loseley House (built in 
1562) and estate, which both Elizabeth I and James I stayed in 
several times. Loseley ice cream and yoghurts originated from here. 
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