
Islington U3A Longer Walking Group 

 

Walk Title Burwash and Bateman’s (from Stonegate) Walk No. 239 

Area High Weald (East Sussex) Type Circular 

Date  7th June 2019 

Distance 9½ miles (15½ km).  

Timing Around 4 hours walking time + travel + refreshment stops. Expect to 
be back to Islington by about 19.00 (later if we visit Bateman’s). 

Meeting up 

& travel 

Meet on the concourse at Charing Cross mainline station (near the 
entrance to Platforms 5 and 6) by 10.05 with tickets. We will catch 
the 10.15 south eastern train service to Stonegate (final destination 
Hastings). The train also picks up at Waterloo East (10.18, Platform 
C) and London Bridge (10.24, probably Platform 7). Please let the 
leader know if you plan to join at either of these. Journey time from 
Charing X to Stonebridge is 1 hour 10 minutes. 

Buy an off-peak day return from the boundary of Zone 6 (Knockholt 
on this line) to Stonegate. With Freedom Pass and Senior Railcard 
the advertised price is £11.05. There are two trains an hour from 
Stonegate back to London in the time band we’re likely to travel. 

Route This is, roughly speaking, a circular walk, heading broadly south 
from Stonegate to the unspoiled village of Burwash for a relatively 
early lunch. From there we continue south west to Bateman’s (a 
National Trust property), the former home of Rudyard Kipling.  The 
return is along a route to the west of the outward one, all in 
countryside and not passing much habitation other than farms.  

Options to 
shorten 

There is an infrequent (approx. two-hourly) bus service from 
Burwash to Etchingham rail station (one stop down the line from 
Stonegate), which takes about 10 minutes. Otherwise it would have 
to be a taxi.   

Terrain This walk is in relatively unspoilt areas, over gentle hills and along 
tranquil valleys, passing for the most part through classic English 
wood and pastureland.   

Possible 
obstacles 

If you really don’t like (or can’t manage) stiles, this is probably not 
the walk for you, as there are quite few throughout the route (though 
none particularly difficult). A few paths may be starting to get a bit 
overgrown at this time of year, so best to have either a stick or 
suitable ways of protecting arms and legs. 

Suitability Suitable for any reasonably fit regular walker. 

Clothing/ 
footwear 

Comfortable waterproof walking shoes/ boots. Waterproof jacket. 
Check weather forecast for temperature and likelihood of rain.  Bring 
a hat and sun cream if it’s likely to be very hot. 

Refreshments 
and toilets 

The suggested lunch stop is in the village of Burwash, just less than 
4 miles from the start. The Rose and Crown describes itself as “a 
quaint country pub, dating from Tudor times, serving home-made 
dishes and a great pint of Harveys”. There’s a “Light Bites” as well 

as the main menu at lunchtimes. 



There’s an NT tea room at Bateman’s if we decide we’d like further 
refreshments (or a later lunch).  

Note: If there’s a consensus in favour of visiting Bateman’s, we can 
spend time there, with a later return to London. Entry is £11.50 
(although free if you’re an NT member). For details see link below. 

There are toilets at Charing Cross station, Stonegate station (if 
open), the lunchtime pub and Bateman’s. 

Leader’s 
contact 
details 

Martyn Waring  

Beforehand   e-mail: martynwaring@btinternet.com or text (below) 

On the day    mobile: 07588 713 230 

Walk source Saturday Walker’s Club (see below). 

Map and 

other 
references 

Map: OS Explorer 136 (High Weald) 

Walk: https://www.walkingclub.org.uk/walk/stonegate-circular/  

Burwash: http://www.burwash.org/diary-directory/burwash-map.html  

Rose and Crown: http://www.theroseandcrownburwash.co.uk/  

Bateman’s [NT]: https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/batemans  

The High Weald:  http://www.highweald.org/  

Interesting 
facts 

The Weald is an area of South East England lying between the 
parallel escarpments of the North and South Downs. It covers parts 
of the counties of Kent, East and West Sussex, Surrey and 
Hampshire. The High Weald, situated mainly in East Sussex, is the 
central sandstone area. “Weald” is derived from an old English word 
meaning “forest”. 

Burwash: The High Street in Burwash has been designated a 
Conservation area by Rother District Council.  The intention is to 
preserve the character of the village by strictly controlling building 
within the area. Additionally, the buildings along the High Street 
have been given listed building status by English Heritage. 

Bateman’s:  Burwash is perhaps best known for its association with 
Rudyard Kipling who lived at Bateman's, a handsome 17th century 
ironmaster's house less than half a mile from the village.  

During the 34 years he lived at Bateman's, Kipling wrote and 
published many of his most famous books and poems including The 
Jungle Book, Kim, Puck of Pook Hill (a tale set in the nearby 
woodlands), and If - voted Britain's favourite poem in a BBC poll. 
Kipling was awarded the Nobel Literature Prize in 1907. After 
Kipling's death in 1936 Bateman's passed to his wife Carrie. 
Following her death in 1939 the house and 330 acres of land were 
given to the National Trust as a memorial to her husband. 

Roger Daltrey [The Who] maintains a Holmshurst Manor country 
estate and Lakedown fishery near Burwash Common. 

Former Prime Minister James Callaghan lived just outside Burwash. 
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