
Islington U3A Longer Walks Group  

Walk Title Bayford & Tewin Walk No. 300 

Area Hertfordshire Type Linear 

Date  Wednesday 09 December, 2020 

Distance Link 4 & 5 of the Hertfordshire Chain Walk 

We do the other half of Link 4 which is 3 miles and then Link 5 which is 6½ 
mls. Allowing for to/from stations that makes it a total of 12miles, 19 kms. 

Hope you’ve been keeping fit during Lockdown2! 

Timing 5 hours walking time + travel + lunch stop. Allow 8 hours in total. 

Therefore should be back in Islington by about 5.15 pm. 

Meeting 
up 

& travel 

Meet at Highbury & Islington by 9.10 to catch the 9.22 train to Bayford 
(Moorgate - Hertford North line). Or you can join the train at: 9.24 Drayton 
Park, 9.26 Finsbury Park. On the sign up form indicate where you are joining 
the train.   

We’ll return from Hertford North. Trains back every 20 minutes.  

So you’ll need to buy an off peak day return Zone 6 Extension (Crews Hill) to 
Hertford North. £3.90 with Freedom Pass and Senior Railcard. 

Route We last did this in February 2018. 

We will return to the Hertfordshire Chain Walk, a long distance path (IF1).  
We’ve previously walked Links 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5. This walk will now do Links 6 & 7 
– and we’ll do it as a figure of eight. 

We start from Bayford station (0 mls, 10.05) and walk into Bayford village and 
from there we turn west (part of Link 3) toward Little Berkhamsted (IF2) where 
we pick up Link 4. As we approach the village you can see Stratton’s 
Observatory (IF3). W don’t go through the village but instead turn right into 
Robin Nest Hill, to pick up Link 4. We did this bit of Link 4 in September (2020) 
but this time we ae going anti-clockwise direction. This takes up to Bunkers 
Hill. Passed Roxford and Grotto Wood, to the Cole Green (IF4) disused railway 
(which is also now the Lea Valley Walk). We leave Link 4 here and cross 
straight over, onto Link 5, cross the A414, and head toward Poplars Green 
through Panshanger Park.  Lots of gravel pits the along the river Mimram. After 
Poplars Gren we head diagonally up Marden hill.  

Depends if we have a pub booking or not: We leave the Link to head for 
Trewin (IF5) and a late lunch! (13.00, 7½mls, 12km). If not we’ll just have a 
picnic somewhere on route. 

 

After pub lunch (14.00) we turn back south picking up Link 5 again. We pass 
through Selebroom Wood, Blackmore Wood, back to the A414 and through 
interesting Hertingfordbury. Then we are back to Cole Green. That’s the end of 
Link 5 so we turn East to head into Hertford. We meet the main railway line 
then we cut through the back streets to reach the Hertford North station (16.28, 
12miles, 19 km).  

 

Trains at 08, 28 & 48 passed the hour. 

Lunch To be verified yet: Rose & Crown (01438715757) 
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Dropping 
out 

The opt out point would be at the lunch break but would be by taxi to Hertford 
North train station. 

Suitability We will observe our Covid Risk Assessment. 

Suitable for any reasonably fit regular walker.   

Terrain: some slight undulations. There will be some muddy patches. Some 
walking on minor roads. 

Possible obstacles: 2 stiles. 

Comfortable waterproof walking boots. Check weather forecast for temperature 
and likelihood of rain.   

Facilities There are no toilets on the train or at Bayford station. Use the facilities on the 
train and at the pub at lunchtime. There are toilets at Hertford North at the end. 

Walk 
source 

Leaders creation from links below. 

Map & 

other 
references 

OS Explorer 174 & 182 

Links:  https://www.ldwa.org.uk/ldp/members/show_path.php? 

menu_type=S&path_name=Hertfordshire+Chain+Walk 

http://www.petes-walks.co.uk/Hertfordshire%20Chain%20Walk/hcw_frame_page.htm 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1wpbftrvE0alMAEE7hVKe1C4pnmc&ie=UTF8&hl 

=en&msa=0&z=11&om=1&ll=51.846516170074864%2C0.031209545492520974 

Leader & 
contact 
details 

Walk Leader: Derek Harwood 

Phone: 077 5931 4096 

e-mail: derek.harwood@live.co.uk 

Interesting 
Facts 

IF1: About the Hertfordshire Chain Walk 

The Hertfordshire Chain Walk is an 86-mile walk that crosses the county of 
Hertfordshire from  

Ashwell and Morden railway station, just across the county boundary in 
Cambridgeshire. 

IF2: Little Berkhamsted’s greatest claim to fame is that it was the place where 
William the Conqueror accepted the surrender of the City of London has a 
rather unusual wooden tower, which somehow reminded me of churches I’d 
seen in Scandinavia. 

IF3: This is a round brick Georgian prospect tower built in 1789 as a folly in 
1789 by  

IF4:.org.uk/c/cole_green/ 

IF5: Tewin iso the other side of the road, the house built in the same style, the 
“Old School”, moved to the corner when the original well was closed.  For 
much more about this lovely village, read Tony Rook’s books on “Welwyn”. 

 

  

http://www.petes-walks.co.uk/Hertfordshire%20Chain%20Walk/hcw_frame_page.htm
mailto:derek.harwood@live.co.uk
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The section this walk covers (links 4 & 5): 

 

Complete route: 

 

 


