
 

Islington U3A Longer Walks Group 

Walk Title Amersham & Winchmore Hill Walk No. 207 

Area Berkshire Type Linear 

Date  Tuesday 25th September 2018 

Distance 12 miles (19km),  

Timing 3½ to 4 hours walking time + travel and lunch stop. Allow 7 hours in 
total. Therefore expect to be back in Islington between 5.45 and 
6.00pm (if you have the tea stop at the end).  

Meeting up 

& travel 

Meet at Kings Cross (in the open area downstairs next to the 
platform for the Metropolitan line) by 9.20. We’ll catch the 9.26 tube 
to Amersham. It’s about an hour’s journey. 

By train or tube, the Freedom pass covers out to Amersham so if 
you have one of these, no extra ticket will be necessary.   

We’ll return from Amersham to Marylebone and aim for the 16.56 or 
the 17.09. 

Route This is a repeat of a walk done in August 2016. 

(10.30, 0 kms) Out of the station turn left & left again. Just under the 
railway cross over and take the path to the right. Basically follow this 
through the woods and down the hill to Old Amersham (Interesting 
Fact 1). Then at the T junction turn left, then go right over Misbourne 
Stream (another of our walks has gone this way) and left before the 
church. Turn left along the high street to the roundabout. Go straight 
on (to Berkhamsted) but then immediately turn right onto a path to 
Bury Farm. Cutting through fields now and then diagonally up to 
Roger’s Wood. Good views down over Misbourne Valley now. Pass 
Quarrendon Farm on the right. After a few rights & lefts, we’ll reach 
Upper Bottom House Farm. Look out for a glimpse of Coleshill 
Water Tower (IF No. 2). We’ll get to Kiln Cottage keeping straight 
ahead and pass a path to the Chiltern Way. Our path takes us to 
Bottrells Lane where we cross straight over and enter Hodgemoor 
Woods, dense with Oak trees. Take a right path then another right 
which leads us to Hodgemoor Wood Parking (12.00, 6km).  

Pass the memorial to the left (IF 3), follow the black and white 
arrows. Out through fields again. Eventually we come to the A355 
and the Harte & Magpies (12.30, 8km). Don’t be tempted, keep 
going, cross straight over & down the tarmac lane. Then turn left, 
uphill on a shingle track. Don’t fork into Hill Farm instead follow blue 
arrows. Take a path right, following yellow arrows into Little Luckings 
Wood. This leads back out into fields and close to Luckings Farm. 
Down a green carpet of grass, sheltered by trees on both sides and 
into Coleshill Lane. Turn right into the lane and then left on the next 
lane up to Winchmore Hill – and lunch, at the Potters Arms or on the 
village green (13.15, 11km).    

After lunch (14.00), we take the path signed Chiltern Way. We go 
right across a field and into Priestlands Wood. After this we come to 
a road at the hamlet of Penn Street (IF 4). Down the straight, passed 
the bench, to Holy Trinity church (IF 5). Turn left into Penn Wood & 
then right following the path around the cemetery. As path then 



veers left keep straight on and the path leads to the A404. Opt out 
possible here (15.15, 16km) by taking the bus back into Amersham. 
Turn left then cross over and go right into Mop End.  

Then under the overhead lines we turn right into Mop End Wood 
which leads to Turkey Wood, then through a meadow to Wheatley 
Wood. Through the valley toward the large Lower Park House. 
What’s the construction here in the trees for? At the house, turn 
immediately right, doubling back a bit, then out over a crop field. 
Pass over the A413. Right then cross over and left over a stile. This 
will lead back to Amersham Old Town. Turn left then a right to get 
back onto the High Street (16.00, 18km). Time for tea (30 mins)? 
Then it’s back up the hill to the Station (16.30 without tea, 17.00 with 
tea, 19km). 

Lunch Food is available at the Winchmore Hill Potters Arms pub. 
Reasonably priced. Nice garden. Or the village green. Village shop 
also available. 

Dropping out Opt out possibly (by Bus) after lunch (15.15, 17km). 

Suitability Suitable for any reasonably fit regular walker.  There are a few minor 
hills but nothing severe. 

Rolling countryside – fields and woods.  

Possible obstacles: a couple of stiles to cross. 

Comfortable waterproof walking shoes/ boots. Check weather 
forecast for temperature and likelihood of rain.   

Facilities There are toilets at the beginning and end - at Amersham station; 
and the pub in the middle. 

Walk source Leader’s creation 

Map & 

other 
references 

OS Explorer 172 (Chiltern Hills East) or OS Landranger 165 / 175 

Leader & 
contact 
details 

Walk Leader: Derek Harwood 

Phone: 077 5931 4096 

e-mail: derek.harwood@live.co.uk 

Interesting 
Facts 

IF 1 - St Mary’s Church in Amersham Old Town dates back to 13th 
century. But current version is Victorian. The cottages are 17th century. 
Amersham was known to the Romans before the arrival of Saxon chief 
Egmond (it's name is derived from “Egmond's farmstead”). If the Saxons 
had lost the bloody skirmish that took place on the hill just south of the 
town, it might well have become Danish. North of the town was a huge 
area of woodland known as “The Common” and this is where New 
Amersham or “Amersham-on-the-Hill” has stood since the coming of the 
railway (see below). You will notice the large number of pubs still operating 
in the Old Town from the time when the old coach road ran through here. 
Until the 1832 reforms, they regularly witnessed huge fun and frolics when 
Amersham returned its two candidates for parliament (two more than it 
should logically have had). It was the custom for the eligible females of the 
parish to wait at the pubs and rush to kiss the returning new MPs (a 
practice that was later extended to the young men of the town). Apart from 
the inns, two buildings stand out. One is the Market Hall, a gift of the local 
Drake family in 1682. The other is St Mary's church dating from around 
1140 which, apart from being fascinating to view inside, saw some fervent 
religious debate from early reformers, seven of whom became the 
“Amersham Martyrs” in the early 1500s.The Metropolitan Railway, opened 



in 1863, was the world's first underground railway, running from 
Paddington to Farringdon. The owners had vastly grand ideas of pushing 
the line north and then south to the coast and on to Paris, via a channel 
tunnel (remember this was the 1860s!). They had not counted on the 
landowners of what was then open country. By the time the railway 
eventually reached Amersham in 1892 the line had to cross the hills above 
the town rather than the valley which is why the New Town exists today. 

IF 2 – the water tower was built by German prisoners of war during WW1 
to serve Amersham – now a smart dwelling. 

IF 3 – memorial to the Polish camp that was here in WW2 until 1962. 
Hodgemoor Camp was used to house Polish soldiers with their families 
and refugees shipped from Russia following an amnesty. A village sprang 
up here, complete with church, school, shop, post office and entertainment 
hall. The refugees finally settled in the UK or in the USA. 

IF 4 – Penn Street is one of the hamlets of Penn village and also an 
ecclesiastical parish formed in 1850 out of the civil parishes of Penn and 
Little Missenden. The name “Penn” is probably from the old Celtic 
language of Britain, meaning “hill”. 

IF 5 - Penn Street Holy Trinity church was built in 1849 by that Gothic 
Revival architect Benjamin Ferrey (see the walk “Wickham, Boxford, River 
Lambourn” in West Berkshire). Most remarkably, inside there is a 15th-
century Doom painting (a kind of warning to sinners) and a monument to 
the six grandsons of William Penn, founder of Pennsylvania. Because of 
these treasures, the church is usually closed 

 


