
Islington U3A Leisurely Walks Group 
 

Walk/Distance Woodberry to Clissold Park via the New River. 
2½ - 3 miles (about 1¼ hours walking, but 3¼ hours with coffee & 
lunch stops added). 

Date/Time Monday, 13th May, 2019 

Meeting up & 
travel 

There will be two start points. For the first one we’ll meet outside 
Highbury & Islington tube station by 10.15am. From there we will get 
the tube to Finsbury park on the Victoria line. At Finsbury Park we’ll 
change to Piccadilly line and take it north for one stop to Manor 
House. Or you can make your own way to Manor House and meet 
outside the station by 10.30. 
We’ll end at Clissold Park and will all then take the No. 393 bus back 
to Islington & Highbury corner (& hence the tube station there). 

Route (10.30) The walk will start from Manor House. We’ll cut down some 
back streets and almost immediately we’ll be on the New River Walk. 
The noticeboards will tell us the history of the New River. We follow 
this winding passed the West Reservoir to the East Reservoir – 
which is now the Wildlife Trust’s Woodberry Wetlands reserve. 
(11.00) We’ll stop here, the Coalhole, for a coffee (& cake?). We can 
pick out some of the bird life. 
(11.30) Then we’ll set off back along the New River Walk, diverting 
briefly to the West Reservoir’s outdoor centre (and look at the old 
water pumping gear). We then pass the Castle, now a climbing 
centre but originally part of the water pumping network.  
(11.45) We have a brief (400m) section of pavement walking down 
Green Lanes until we turn into Clissold Park (12.00).  
We’ll cut through the park to the old house which will be our end point 
– for lunch (12.15) or you can make your own departure from here. 
After lunch (13.15) we’ll all head for the 393 bus to take us back to 
Highbury & Islington (13.30) 

Terrain & 
Potential hazards 

Most of the walk will be on paths. Some pavements. 
No steps. Depending on the weather, there might be some puddles 
along the New River. 

Timing/breaks We’ll walk for about 30 minutes then stop for a coffee (at Woodberry 
Downs). Then we’ll walk about 40 mins back down the New River, 
pass The Castle, to Clissold Park.  

Clothing/footwear Comfortable walking shoes and waterproofs/umbrella if necessary. 

Toilets At the coffee stop and at Clissold Park at the end. 

Leader’s 
Contacts 

Email: leisurewalks.iu3a@gmail.com 

Walk Leader:  Derek Harwood 
Leader’s mobile: 077 5931 4096 
 

 


