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Grandparents (paternal)

Queen CharlotteGeorge III



Grandparents (maternal)

Duke Charles of Brunswick-
Wolfenbüttel Duchess Augusta



Parents: a disastrous marriage

George, Prince of Wales Princess Caroline of 
Brunswick-Wolfenbüttel



The marriage of 
the Prince of 
Wales and 
Caroline of 
Brunswick 8 
April 1795.

After a 
disastrous 
wedding night, 
Caroline quickly 
became 
pregnant.



Carlton House



‘My dearest Mother, The Princess, after a terrible hard 

labour for above twelve hours, is this instant brought to bed 

of an immense Girl, & I assure you notwithstanding we 

might have wish’d for a Boy, I receive her with all the 

affection possible, & bow with due defference [sic] and 

resignation to the decrees of Providence. I long to see you 

& to press you to that affectionate heart which you never 

can know how much it loves you. Pray have the goodness to 

apologize to my dear Sisters for my not writing to them, but 

I am so fatigued that I can only sign myself …’ The Prince of 

Wales to the queen, 6 January 1796



The king to the 
prince, from 
Windsor, 7 
January 1796

‘I am highly pleas’d with your account 

of the Princess of Wales being safely 

delivered this morning of a daughter, 

and indeed I always wished it should 

be of that sex. You are both young 

and I trust will have many children, 

and this newcomer will equally call 

for the protection of its parents and 

consequently be a bond of additional 

union.’ 



Princess 
Mary to 
Lady 
Charlotte 
Finch, 9 
January 
1796. RA 
GEO/ADD/1
5/8/8169





The prince’s 
memorandum, 
10 January 
1796

'The mother of this child, call’d the Princess 

of Wales, ... should in no way either be 

concerned in the education and care of her 

child, or have possession of her person. … 

The convincing & repeated proofs I have 

received of her entire want of judgment & of 

feeling, make me deem it incumbent upon 

me & a duty both as a parent & a man, to 

prevent by all means possible the child’s 

falling into such improper & bad hands as 

hers.’



Charlotte in her 
cradle guarded by 
the British lion. By 
1798 her parents 
were living apart.



Aged 5: 
Letter to 
Grandpapa, 
26 August 
1801.



Thomas Lawrence, 
Caroline, Princess of 
Wales and Princess 
Charlotte, 1801

It was exhibited at 
the Royal 
Academy in 1802 
and proved a 
crowd-puller.



Charlotte’s rival?

In November 1802 Caroline 
adopted Willy Austin the son of a 
Deptford dockworker.
He was rumoured to be Caroline’s 
child and she mischievously 
encouraged the speculation.



The Queen’s Lodge and Lower Lodge in 1783. From 1805 Lower 
Lodge was Charlotte’s home when she stayed at Windsor. She 

described it as ‘a dredful [sic] damp house’.



Warwick House, off 
Cockspur Street, 
Charing Cross, Princess 
Charlotte’s London 
home from 1805 until 
her marriage (London 
Metropolitan Archives).



Charlotte’s writing: the good and the bad





A difficult pupil

‘Where, may I ask your Royal Highness, is this to end, or when 
are we to have the satisfaction of seeing your mind animated 
with a becoming pride and a generous resolution to improve? 
More than three months have passed, during which the most 
unremitting exertions have been employed by those about 
you, and what is the progress you have made? … I shall only 
add that ignorance is disgraceful in proportion to the rank of 
the person in whom it is found, and that negligence, when 
the means of improvement are in our power is criminal in the 
sight of the Almighty.’

Dr George Nott, Charlotte’s sub-preceptor, May 1805



Margaret 
Mercer 
Elphinstone as 
Miranda (by Hoppner)

A Scottish heiress, the 
daughter of an admiral, 
and Charlotte’s best 
friend from 1811.



The coming of 
the regency
In February 1811, the Prince 
of Wales became Regent. In  
1812 he assumed full 
powers and to Charlotte’s 
distress retained his father’s 
Tory ministers.



Spencer 
Perceval, 
Tory Prime 
Minister



Lord Byron, Sympathetic Address to a Young 
Lady, Morning Chronicle, March 1812

Weep, Daughter of a royal line,
A Sire’s disgrace, a realm’s decay;
Ah happy, if each tear of thine
Could wash a father’s fault away!
Weep – for thy tears are Virtue’s tears
Auspicious to these suffering Isles;
And be each drop in future years
Repaid thee by thy People’s Smiles! –



Lord Liverpool, Tory 
prime minister

The Regent appointed him Prime 

Minister after Perceval’s assassination 

in May 1812. Meanwhile, Charlotte 

maintained contacts with the Whig 

opposition.



Captain Hesse

•When out riding in the summer of 1812 Charlotte began meeting 

Captain Charles Hesse, who was possibly the son of her uncle, 

the Duke of York. 

• She arranged to meet him on her daily rides at Windsor, and the 

two began to exchange letters. 

• Her governess handed in her resignation at the end of the year, 

and for a while Charlotte refused to have another governess.



Lord Eldon, Lord 
Chancellor

In 1813 he told the Regent, ‘If she 

were my daughter, I would have 

locked her up.’

Charlotte had to give in and accept a 

new governess, the Duchess of Leeds.



Henry Brougham

The ambitious Whig lawyer and future 

Lord Chancellor, who used Charlotte 

and her mother to advance his career.



‘The Regent’s Valentine’ 

• On 10 February the Whig Morning Chronicle published a 

letter from Caroline to the Regent.

• In it she complained of the fact that her visits to Charlotte 

were so restricted, and the result was a wave of sympathy 

for the two princesses.

• At the same time there was increasing speculation about 

who Charlotte would marry.







Charlotte was deeply distressed at her mother’s letter and for a 
while she was not allowed to see her. She spent her time at her 
studies and some time before her marriage she composed this 

quickstep. (Archives of the Royal Palace, Brussels)







William, 
Hereditary 
Prince of 
Orange
Charlotte’s fiancé from late 1813; 
later King Willem II of the 
Netherlands.







1814: the summer of the sovereigns

• Charlotte came into public attention in the summer of 1814, 

when she was eighteen. 

• In March Napoleon had been defeated.

• The Tsar of Russia, the King of Prussia, and a host of European 

royalty came to England in June to be entertained by the Regent.

• Naturally, there was considerable interest in Charlotte.



Charlotte in 1814

‘… the most interesting member of the royal family. She is blonde, 

has a handsome nose, a delicious mouth and fine teeth…She is full 

of spirit and positive in character. She seems to have an iron will in 

the smallest things.  [But] her manners are so extraordinary that 

they take one’s breath away…She walks up to any man, and 

shakes him by the hand with all her strength… She looks like a boy, 

or rather a ragamuffin … She is ravishing, and it is a crime to have 

allowed her to acquire such habits.’ Grand Duchess Catherine of Russia 



A broken engagement

• In June 1814 Charlotte chose this moment of celebration to 

break off her engagement to the Prince of Orange.

• She had two reasons – her wish to continue to live in 

England and her love for Prince Frederick of Prussia, who 

had come to England with his uncle, the king.

• She did this without consulting her father and caused him 

huge embarrassment.



Prince Frederick of 
Prussia

Having thought herself in love with 
Captain Hesse, Charlotte was now in 
love with the nephew of the King of 
Prussia.



Enter Leopold

• Among the foreign visitors to London was Prince Leopold of 

Saxe-Coburg, an officer in the Russian army. Tsar Alexander 

had never approved of the Dutch marriage and he wished to 

bring Leopold to Charlotte’s attention.

• The two met in the Pulteney Hotel in Piccadilly, shortly after 

Charlotte’s broken engagement. But Charlotte was in love with 

Frederick, and the Regent was suspicious of Leopold’s 

intentions.



Prince Leopold of Saxe-

Coburg Saalfeld, aged 23 

in 1814, and described by 

Napoleon as the 

handsomest man he had 

seen at the Tuileries. 

Bismarck was later to 

describe the Coburgs as 

‘the stud farm of Europe’.



Grand Duchess 
Catherine of 
Oldenburg

The sister of Tsar 
Alexander I. She and her 
brother were eager to 
press Leopold’s claims.



Imaginative reconstruction of the scene in which Charlotte met Leopold at the 
Pulteney Hotel, Piccadilly, the lodgings of the Grand Duchess Catherine in June 1814.



Flight

• On 12 July 1814 the angry Regent dismissed Charlotte’s most 

trusted attendants.

• That night Charlotte left Warwick House in a hackney 

carriage and fled to her mother’s in Connaught Place. 

• Early the next morning she was persuaded to return by her 

uncles the Dukes of York and Sussex and Henry Brougham.







At Cranbourne Lodge

• Charlotte was now a virtual prisoner at Cranbourne Lodge. 

She had to sleep with the door open and was never left 

alone. She was guarded by her new governess, the Countess 

of Ilchester.

• In August, to her intense grief, her mother left England. 

• She had other worries – the compromising love letters she 

had written to Captain Hesse in 1813.



Charles, 2nd Earl 
Grey

The leader of the Whig 
opposition and Charlotte’s 
prospective champion.



Princess Mary

Charlotte’s aunt and 

confidante. Over 

Christmas 1814 she 

told her and the 

Regent about her 

relationship with 

Captain Hesse.



In March 1815, Leopold received 
an anonymous letter encouraging 
him to come to England to pay 
court to  Charlotte.







Leopold: contact renewed

• ‘Remind me to your friend, and tell her that the greatest 

obstacles will not change me or cause me to abandon my 

dear hopes; I will stay faithful whatever happens. … If she 

can favour me then I will be happy, my motto will be 

constancy and courage, it will be with me at the field of 

death and of glory.’ Prince Leopold to Mercer Elphinstone from 

Vienna, 28 April 1815 (British Library)

• In July 1815 Charlotte received a letter from Leopold.



Proposal

• In October 1815 Charlotte received another letter from 

Leopold, conveyed by her uncle, the Duke of Kent – and this 

time it was a proposal of marriage.

• She replied: ‘Voici, Prince, j’acepte avec ecstase le Coeur, la 

Main que Vous m’ offré.’

• But Leopold had to come to England and the Regent had to 

give his permission for the marriage.



The Royal Pavilion, Brighton, where Charlotte 
and Leopold became engaged in February 1816



Happiness

‘As far as he is concerned I have not 
one anxious wish left, as I am 
thoroughly persuaded & can see that 
he will do all & everything he can to 
please & make me happy. …I  am 
certainly a most fortunate creature & 
have to bless God. A Pss. never, I 
believe, set out in life (or married) 
with such prospects of happiness, real 
domestic ones like other people.’ 

Charlotte to Mercer, 26 February 1816



A love match

‘His attachment is certainly entirely 

personal towards me and not from 

my situation. It began at a time when 

he felt he had little or no chance. I am 

therefore most singularly fortunate –

certainly no princess or prince before 

he ever having been able, I believe, to 

form a matrimonial alliance from 

inclination.’

Charlotte to Lady Charlotte Lindsay, 19 March 1816 



‘I will be good’

‘It will be my anxious wish and study 

to prove myself worthy, and grateful 

to my country and its representatives 

for all they have said and done for 

me, by setting a moral and well-

principled example before them – an 

example they have long stood in need 

of.’ 
Charlotte to Lady Charlotte Lindsay, 19 March 
1816 



Charlotte to 
Leopold, March 
1816

‘Oh God, how I love you, how I 

adore you more and more!, …I 

believe I find in each letter 

that I receive …  a new trait in 

your character and opinions 

which rouses anew my 

admiration.’ (Archives of the Royal 

Palace, Brussels)



In April 1816 Charlotte sent 
Leopold these violets from 
Cranbourne.



A Brighton Hot Bath, or Preparations for the Wedding, George Cruikshank







Charlotte’s net and lace wedding dress, said to have cost, £10,000



Claremont house, Surrey



Christian 
Friedrich 
Stockmar, 
Leopold’s 
physician, 17 
October 1816

‘In this house reign harmony, peace, 

and love – in short everything that can 

promote domestic happiness. My 

master is the best of all husbands in 

all the five quarters of the globe; and 

his wife bears him an amount of love, 

the greatness of which can only be 

compared with the English national 

debt.’ 



Nicknames

•Where Charlotte was volatile, Leopold was calm, and he 

developed the habit of restraining her high spirits with a 

gentle ‘Doucement, ma chère, doucement’; she responded 

by giving him the teasing nickname of  ‘Doucement’. 

• His nickname for her, dating from the days of their courtship, 

was ‘Mauschen’  - though she drew the line at his 

alternative ‘Fledermaus’, ‘as that is a very ugly animal and is 

nocturnal’.



The happy 
couple
Leopold has the 
text of the play in 
front of him – he is 
trying to improve 
his English.



Princess Charlotte 

painted by George 

Dawe in her sarafan, 

wearing the Russian 

Order of St Catherine 

on her breast, with 

her wedding ring 

prominently 

displayed.



Charlotte, by Sir 
Thomas Lawrence 

(1817)

Her household  
thought that this 
was the most 
accurate likeness. 
The finished 
painting was taken 
to Claremont after 
her death.



Sir Richard 
Croft
Accoucheur to the 
aristocracy. His practice in 
overseeing childbirth was 
to let nature take its 
course.



Labour begins

• On the evening of Monday 3 November 1817 Charlotte’s labour 

began. 

• Sir Richard announced that the birth would be in the early 

morning and the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor 

and the Home Secretary were summoned from London.

• Sir Richard encouraged Charlotte to walk, but it was later said 

that he would not let her eat.



A long labour 

• On Wednesday 5 November the doctors signed a joint letter to 

the Cabinet: ‘Princess Charlotte has made a considerable, though 

very gradual progress throughout the night.’ There was therefore 

a good chance that the child could be born ‘without artificial 

assistance’, but they could not say when. 

• Charlotte had been in labour for thirty-six hours, but it was not 

thought necessary to use forceps.



A dead child

• At 6 pm on 5 November Croft reported that the head was 

engaged but that the uterus was discharging meconium.

• At 9 pm Charlotte was delivered of a stillborn infant, ‘male and 

well formed’.

• Leopold wrote to the Regent to tell him the news.

• The dignitaries inspected the corpse and then took their 

carriages back to London.



Death of a princess

• Charlotte had been in labour for fifty hours. The uterus was 

now contracting irregularly and Croft had to extract the 

placenta manually. She then took some food and seemed 

cheerful.

• At midnight, having woken from sleep, she started to vomit. 

She was given hot-water bottles and plied with wine and 

brandy. She said to Stockmar, ‘They are making me tipsy’.



Death of a 
princess

Charlotte died at 2.30 am on 

Thursday 6 November, five and a half 

hours after the birth of her child. 

Stockmar woke Leopold from sleep 

and took him to view her body.



The Times, 7 
November 

1817

‘CLAREMONT. The most melancholy and 

distressing event has happened –

Princess CHARLOTTE is no more! All is 

dismay and grief, rejoicing turned into 

mourning in the death of the most 

lovely and affectionate of Princesses. 

The scene at this time exceeds all 

attempt at description. … and now there 

is scarcely an eye free from tears.’



Lord Byron, 
Childe 

Harold’s 
Pilgrimage

‘Fond hope of many nations, art thou 
dead?
Could not the grave forget thee, and 
lay low
Some less majestic, less beloved 
head?
…............................................in the 
dust
The fair-hair’d Daughter of the Isles is 
laid,
The love of millions!’











Memorial to 
Charlotte and 
her child by 
Matthew 
Coates Wyatt, St 
George’s 
chapel, 
Windsor.



1818: a marriage

Princess Victoire of Saxe-
Coburg, Leopold’s sister

Edward, duke of Kent, 
Charlotte’s uncle



Cousins



Mothers and daughters



Leopold inaugurated as King of the Belgians, 21 July 1831


