
21 January 2015 - 'Walking Newington Green with Frankenstein's 
granny' 
 
Some recommended reading: 
The village that changed the world: a history of Newington Green Alex 
Allardyce, Newington Green Action Group, 2008 
Images of England: Stoke Newington Gavin Smith, The History Press, 2009 
Discover Stoke Newington - a walk through history The Friends of Hackney 
Archives, 2008 
A stroll around Mildmay Pat Haynes, privately published, 1997 
Britain in old photographs: Stoke Newington, Stamford Hill and Upper Clapton 
David Mander and Bill Manley, Allan Sutton Publishing, 1995 
Building memories - a guide to Newington Green The Building Exploratory 
2003 
 
A potted history - lifted from Alex's book, with his permission!: 

 1480 - first mention of Newington Green by name - surrounded by 
cottages, homesteads and crofts.  Henry VIII believed to have had a 
hunting lodge on south side of Green. Henry Percy, 5th Earl of 
Northumberland lived at Newington Green 1536/37 - involved in court 
intrigue surrounding Anne Boleyn (wrote to Cromwell, resident at 
Canonbury Tower at the time, in 1536). 

 Large fields in immediate area leased for fattening cattle before market. 

 Houses on north side recorded by 1570s 

 New River completed 1613, flowed past Green along what is now 
Petherton Road.  Inn recorded on Green in 1614 - poss 'The Green 
Man' 

 Large houses recorded by mid-17th century, 'Mildmay House' (S side 
of Green 9-10 Newington Green) and 'Gloucester House' (SW corner 
of Green). Terrace (52-55 Newington Green) built in 1658 - rare 
survival of pre-great Fire suburban development, Grade 1 listed. 

 From late 17th century, became a haven for Dissenters - preachers 
and teachers - after Acts of Parliament between 1660-65 excluded 
non-conformists from holding office, teaching or preaching. Dissenting 
Academies (alternative universities) established for those who could 
not or would not attend Oxford or Cambridge. Charles Morton's 
Academy set up in 1667, prob on site of current Unitarian church. 
Morton left for America in 1685 but his Academy continued until  c 
1696 - one pupil was Daniel Defoe.  Isaac Watts, hymn writer ('Oh 
God, our help in ages past' and 'When I survey the wondrous cross') 
pupil at another dissenting academy  est. by Theophilus Gale in 1665. 

 Two secret congregations of Non-conformists grew up from c 1662 and 
flourished.  The exisitng Unitarian church was the site of a church from 
1708, orig. Presbyterian, then Lutheran and later Unitarian - oldest site 
of Nonconformist worship still in use in London. (It wasn't all piety 
however, not far away to the south a John Ball kept a 'house of 
entertainment' inc bull-baiting. The nearby pond got the name Ball's 
Pond - hence Ball's Pond Road!) 

 By 1690s six houses built at NE corner of Green - existing building at 
35 Newington Green is possibly one of them as it contains timbers 



dating to this period - while other architectural details date to around 
1720 with ground floor shop fronts added in 1900s. Now Grade II listed. 

 42 Newington Green c 1700 - the wrought iron gate is the only survival 
- added to the group of large houses and inns grouped around the 
Green in this period - the rest would be agricultural land/small-holdings. 

 Mid-18th century changes to the appearance of the Green included its 
railing in (1742) with gravel paths, but the dissenting intellectual 
tradition continued and flourished with the arrival  of Dr Richard Price 
(1758) as minister of the nonconformist church and to live at 54 
Newington Green where he was visited by Benjamin Franklin, Thomas 
Jefferson, Tom Paine, David Hume and Adam Smith, Joseph Priestley 
and of course, Mary Wollstonecraft (1784-86) ... 

 Samuel Rogers (1763-1855) poet and essayist born at 52 and later 
moved to 56 Newington Green; his later circle of friends included 
artists, politicians and dramatists - an early supporter of Dickens who 
dedicated 'The Old Curiosity Shop' to him. 

 Anna Laetitia Barbauld (1743-1825) poet and writer on social and 
political issues, came to Newington Green in 1802 with her husband 
Rochemont, the new minister at the church (he committed suicide in 
New River in 1808) 

 Early 19th century building developments 'Cromwell Lodge' 30 
Newington Green, probably early 19th century but with an older cellar.  
Nos 37 & 38, next to the church, c1800-1810 but with 1896 shop-front 
from when the building was R A Enright's Auction Rooms. 

Socially, the mid-19th century saw significant changes as the Green was built 
up. Linked by horse bus to the City in late 1830s, Mildmay Park Station 
opened 1850 (closed in the 1930s), Canonbury Station 1870. Trams into the 
City from 1871. Beresford road, Grosvenor Avenue built over brickfields in 
1862. 
Unitarian Church continued to flourish, gallery added in 1846 and the current 
stuccoed front was added in 1860. Active school, cultural and sporting 
activities. 
Mildmay Mission founded in 1866 by Wiilam Pennefather, vicar of St Jude's. 
Mildmay Mission conferecne Hall, seating 2000, 1869. Deaconess House 
1871. Mildmay Memorial Hospital 1883, closed in late 1950s. Mildmay House 
itself used an nurses' accommodation from 1885 to 1948. Whole of south side 
of Green demolished in early 1960s - replaced by Hathersage Court. 
42 Newington Green bought by an Edward Hollands, became known as 
Hollands House. Part of land sold for development fronting Albion Road. 
James Hudson Taylor (1832-1905) lived at 6 Pyrland road. Establsihed the 
China Inland Mission and extended property to include 2&4 Pyrland Road. 
Later moved to the site on the Green where the building dates from 1936. 
Now students housing for City University. 
Increased multiple occupancy and commercial use of premises continued. 
Gloucester House demolished and replaced in 1882-3 by terrace of shops 
with housing above, at 56-61 Newington Green and 2-10 Ferntower Road, 
1884 Matthias Road Board School - now site of Newington Green Primary 
School - built on open land remaining east of the Green. 



1888 Mildmay Radical Club founded, foundation stone of current building laid 
in 1900, known as the Mildmay Club and Institute from 1930. From late 1880's 
area attracted a large Jewish community. 
Newington Green Mansions built on site of Monte Cristo House, a 3-storeyed 
Georgian house in 1892 (NW corner of Green).  1892 also saw widening on 
Albion  Road and demolition of two 18th cenury houses between Albion Road 
and Church Walk. Site now occupied by building originally Barclays Bank 
(locally listed). 
By 1900 many of the buildings round the Green had become shops, but still a 
'comfortable middle-class area'.  Houses were divided but overcrowding not 
as bad as in neighbouring parts of Islington and Hackney. The Green was one 
of several open areas preserved under the 1906 London Squares and 
Enclosures Act. 1909 Hollands built a factory on his land, later extended  by 
Elmes & Co as 'Elm Tree Works'.  Noted commercial premises included 
Hahn's Restaurant at 123 Newington Green Road (now a betting shop - ask 
me what some of the rooms were used for when I lived nearby at 1 Pyrland 
Road!) 
Last remnant of area's agricultural past disappeared as late as 1938 when 
Dell's Farm on Beresford Road was sold and the land used for Beresford 
Lodge, council flats. 
Area suffered badly during WWII - especially east of Newington Green. Air-
raid shelter under the Green. Cupola on Mildmay Club used for fire-watching. 
After the war, Mayville Estate built to east of Green 1947-52, further 
development in the 1960s. Wave of Turkish-Cypriot refugees settled in area 
following civil war in Cyprus - many became shop-keepers, opened clubs. A 
small firm that made artificial flowers and once employed up to 100 people at 
premises at 31 Newington Green - the Arbor Leaf Co, later Acorn Seed and 
Leaf Co 
 
 
 
 


