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Background 

• Air quality in Islington is amongst 

the worst in the UK – the whole 

borough has been declared an 

AQMA.

• Poor air quality is the result of 

emissions from:

- Transport (cars, taxis, buses etc.)

- Buildings (gas from boilers)

- Supply chain (LGVs and HGVs)

• Residential, retail unit and SME 

density, the volume of bus traffic 

and the strategic location of A roads 

make any resolution to the situation 

complex.



Source apportionment

Islington NOx emissions by source 

type:

Major Roads 43%

Commercial Gas 17%

Domestic Gas 13%

Minor Roads 6%

NRMM 2%

Industry 1%

Other 18%



What are the Impacts of Air Pollution?

• Approximately 9,400 people die 

prematurely in London every year 

due to air pollution. 

• Poor air quality is particularly 

dangerous for the young, elderly or 

those with existing health conditions.

• The long term effects of air pollution 

on health are now thought to be 

much greater than the short term 

impacts and evidence of a much 

wider range of health impacts 

continues to grow.



Programmes to improve air quality

A combination of policies at different levels influence air quality:

• National level

• City-wide

• Borough level



Mayor of London’s Air Quality Strategy

The Mayor of London has additional powers to help tackle air pollution and 

ensure a joined up approach is taken across all boroughs.

Examples of some measures include:

• Emissions Surcharge (ES)/ T-Charge: from October 2017 a £10 

charge applies to the most polluting vehicles entering central London. 

This will be on top of any congestion charges.

• Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ): this will expand on the T-Charge 

and is due to be introduced on 8th April 2019. This will charge a larger 

number of polluting vehicles, be in place 24/7 and cover a larger area.

From 25 October 2021, the ULEZ area will be expanded to include the 

inner London area bounded by the North and South Circular Roads.

• Low Emission Bus Zones: London buses will be retro-fitted and pure 

diesel vehicles phased out.



ULEZ Boundary 2019-2021



Islington Air Quality Strategy 2014-17

“We are leading the fight against London’s poor air quality. Working with other 

authorities and the Mayor of London, we run projects and champion new ways to 

tackle air pollution.”

• Our Air Quality Strategy 2014-17 sets out the actions we are committed to 

take to reduce air pollution. 

• A new strategy is currently being drafted to reach beyond 2017.

• Air quality is also integrated into wider council policies such as transport and 

planning to ensure a coordinated approach.

• The Strategy is also influenced by the Mayor of London’s Air Quality Strategy 

and Transport Strategy.



Key Aims of Islington’s Air Quality Strategy

The key aims of Islington’s Air Quality Strategy are to:

• Reduce the impact of poor air quality on the health of residents, workers 

and visitors, particularly those who are vulnerable.

• Fulfil statutory obligations for local air quality management and assist the 

UK Government and Mayor of London in meeting air quality limit values.

• Encourage and implement cost effective measures to reduce emissions and 

exposure to poor air quality.

• Raise public awareness and increase understanding of air quality issues.

• Encourage good practice by businesses and residents of the borough.



Introducing: Zero Emissions Network



Building on the success of ZEN City Fringe 

in Archway



Archway ZEN
A 3 year project (until April 2019) funded by MAQF and Islington Council, the 

Archway ZEN aims to:

• Improve air quality in Archway

• Change businesses behaviour

• Utilise a strong local identity

• Encourage up-take of lower emission 

energy and travel options

• Provide high quality information

• Engage directly with businesses

• Enhance infrastructure

• Offer trials and incentives

This project is particularly suited to the Archway area due to the ongoing 

improvements to the gyratory, the high concentration of SME’s and a well-

established Town Centre business group. And builds on the proven 

successes of the City Fringe ZEN.



Existing solutions and new ideas from previous 

work broadly fell into four categories:

• Communications: raising the profile and 

positive identity of the area through 

collaborations and collective problem 

solving.

• The Built Environment: overall building 

efficiency including and green 

infrastructure.

• Transportation: visitor access, promoting 

public transport, reducing local short 

journeys and improving traffic flow.

• Supply Chain: low emissions and retiming.

Key Actions in Archway



Engaging with the Community

• Utilising Navigator Square to 

engage with local businesses 

and community groups

• Monthly meetings with the 

Archway Town Centre Group 

and ward councillors

• Newsletters and social media 

engagement



The Cargo Bike ‘Revolution’

• Working with businesses to 

help them unlock 

opportunities through use of 

cargo bikes

• Second Chance store 

purchased their own bike 

using a ZEN grant 

• Pedivan delivery are offering 

special deals to Archway 

businesses to deliver and 

collect parcels with ZERO 

emissions



The Cargo Bike ‘Revolution’



Green is Clean

• Engagement with businesses 

through planting and green 

infrastructure

• Planting green infrastructure 

that can support our message 

to clean the air

• Creating ZEN business hubs 

in the local area



Archway is Electric!

• The first publically available 

EV chargers in Archway

• Promotion of electric 

scooters

• Grants to support purchase 

of EV’s

• Fresh Flower Scent and 

Hanley solicitors making the 

switch!



Further Developments



Low Emission Neighbourhoods

• Both areas now have LEN status

• A project funded by the Mayor of London

• To make local areas more pleasant for customers and staff to walk and 

cycle in

• While helping businesses reduce their emissions and running costs

• Alongside the ongoing work of the Zero Emissions Network (ZEN)

• With the overall aim of improving air quality



Low Emission Neighbourhoods



Low Emission Neighbourhoods



ULEV Streets

• 2 zones in the City Fringe during 

peak hours are restricted to 

walking, cycling and low 

emissions vehicles only.

• These zones, known as ultra low 

emissions streets, will prioritise 

low pollution transport, reducing 

the harmful effects of pollution in 

the City Fringe during 

commuting hours.

• ULEV streets will be in operation 

Monday to Friday, 7-10am and 

4-7pm.



Archway Cargo Centre

• Working with TfL and funded by Healthy 

Streets for Business fund

• Small capacity for storage of goods leads to 

more frequent deliveries

• Unused parking spaces identified close to 

Archway station

• Management of the premises keen to support 

local community and businesses

• Working with businesses to look at changing 

their behaviour and reduce deliveries

• Provide extra storage solutions and facilities to 

store cargo bikes



Thanks for listening – any questions?


