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Background 

• Air quality in Islington is amongst 

the worst in the UK – the whole 

borough has been declared an air 

quality management area (AQMA).

• Poor air quality is the result of 

emissions from:

- Transport (cars, taxis, buses etc.)

- Buildings (gas from boilers)

- Supply chain (LGVs and HGVs)

• Residential, retail unit and SME 

density, the volume of bus traffic 

and the strategic location of A roads 

make any resolution to the situation 

complex.



Source apportionment

Islington NOx emissions by source 

type:

Major Roads 43%

Commercial Gas 17%

Domestic Gas 13%

Minor Roads 6%

NRMM 2%

Industry 1%

Other 18%



What are the Impacts of Air Pollution?

• Approximately 9,400 people die 

prematurely in London every year 

due to air pollution. 

• Poor air quality is particularly 

dangerous for the young, elderly or 

those with existing health conditions.

• The long term effects of air pollution 

on health are now thought to be 

much greater than the short term 

impacts and evidence of a much 

wider range of health impacts 

continues to grow.



Programmes to improve air quality

A combination of policies at different levels influence air quality:

• National level

• City-wide

• Borough level



Mayor of London’s Air Quality Strategy

The Mayor of London has additional powers to help tackle air pollution and 

ensure a joined up approach is taken across all boroughs.

Examples of some measures include:

• Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ): in place in the same area as the 

congestion charge zone and operates 24/7. Most vehicles including 

cars and vans will need to meet the new, tighter exhaust emission 

standards, or pay a daily charge to travel within the ULEZ. 

From 25 October 2021, the ULEZ area will be expanded to include the 

inner London area bounded by the North and South Circular Roads.

• Low Emission Bus Zones: London buses will be retro-fitted and pure 

diesel vehicles phased out.



ULEZ Boundary 2019-2021



Islington Draft Air Quality Strategy 2019-23

“We are leading the fight against London’s poor air quality. Working with other 

authorities and the Mayor of London, we run projects and champion new ways to 

tackle air pollution.”

• Our Draft Air Quality Strategy 2019-23 sets out the actions the council wants 

to take to reduce air pollution. 

• The strategy will be out for consultation soon to see if the public support 

these actions. 

• Air quality is also integrated into wider council policies such as transport and 

planning to ensure a coordinated approach.

• The Strategy is also influenced by the Mayor of London’s Air Quality Strategy 

and Transport Strategy.



Key Aims of Islington’s Air Quality Strategy

The key aims of Islington’s Air Quality Strategy are to:

• Reduce the impact of poor air quality on the health of residents, workers 

and visitors, particularly those who are vulnerable.

• Fulfil statutory obligations for local air quality management and assist the 

UK Government and Mayor of London in meeting air quality limit values.

• Encourage and implement cost effective measures to reduce emissions and 

exposure to poor air quality.

• Raise public awareness and increase understanding of air quality issues.

• Encourage good practice by businesses and residents of the borough.



airTEXT

• Encouraging residents to 

sign up to airTEXT so they 

can receive free air quality 

text alerts. 

• Especially important for 

people with health conditions 

that can be made worse by 

outdoor air pollution 

• www.airtext.info 



Canal Eco Mooring Zones

• We are going to install up to three Eco 

Mooring Zones along Regents Canal with the 

Canal and River Trust (CRT). 

• We will install electric charging points for 

boaters to plug into and ban the burning of 

solid fuels to create a smoke-free zone to be 

phased in over two years. 

• EcoZones to open on Autumn/Winter 2019



Canal communications

• Project funded by the Department 

for Environment, Food and Rural 

Affairs Air Quality Grant. 

• Engagement with boaters around air 

pollution generally and also to 

encourage them to use the electric 

charging points and stop them from 

burning solid fuels. 

• Possible showboat retrofitted with 

insulation and electrics for heating



Public Events – Car Free Day and Clean Air 

Day celebrations 

• Clean Air Day - working with 

Hargrave Park Primary school 

to reduce pollution using 

interventions in school and a 

Play Street on the day 

• Car Free Day encouraging 

Play Streets across borough. 

Possible closure of busy road 

for giant Play Street



Filter Testing 

• In collaboration with Kings 

College London 

• Testing two different types of 

filtration systems and 

monitoring types in one 

school to gain better 

understanding of what works

• Filtration systems haven’t 

been independently tested 

before

• Next school year



Archway Cargo Centre

• Working with TfL and funded by Healthy 

Streets for Business fund

• Minimising vehicle deliveries by providing 

extra storage facilities for local businesses.

• Unused parking spaces identified close to 

Archway station

• Management of the premises keen to 

support local community and businesses

• Working with businesses to look at changing 

their behaviour and reduce deliveries

• Provide extra storage solutions and facilities 

to store cargo bikes



Idling Action 

• Pan-London project to tackle idling drivers using events, 

communications and advertising.



Parklets

• Parklets take a space that would 

normally hold a car and fill it with 

greenery, seating and cycle parking.  

• We are about to install a parklet on 

Central Street just outside St Luke’s 

Community Centre

• We have installed three in Archway

• More are coming!



School Audits 

• We will conduct an air quality 

audit of every school in the 

borough, using an existing 

toolkit, to identify measures to 

reduce pollution produced and 

pupils exposure.

• Each school will end up with a 

list of actions they can take, 

specific to their school



Archway LEN wrap up 

• The Business Low Emissions 

Neighbourhood in Archway is officially 

finished however we are still finalising the 

reports for GLA and installation of 

outstanding greening initiatives (parklets, 

green walls, planters etc.)



We want to hear from you

• What are your main 

concerns?

• Do you have any 

ideas/suggestions?

• What do you think is working 

well?



Thanks for listening – any questions?


