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More than twenty ‘Explorers’ took advantage of a beautiful spring day to make 
what has become our annual visit to Two Temple Place to view this year’s 
exhibition. The building itself is worth a look, having been completed by the 

fabulously wealthy 
Astor family as their 
London office in 1895. Its 
Elizabethan architecture, 
grand staircase (left), 
marble flooring (below), 
abundance of fine carved 
panelling and stained 
glass make it a splendid 
venue for the annual 
exhibitions drawn from 
local museums and 
collections around the 
country.

This year’s exhibition “John Ruskin: the Power of Seeing” celebrates the 
great Victorian artist, art critic, educator, social reformer and polymath on the 
bicentenary of his birth on 8 February 1819. Following his early interest in 
geology Ruskin was drawn to art by his admiration of J M W Turner’s work 
which encouraged him to look closely at nature. He became a fine draughtsman 
himself and many of his sketches are to be seen in this exhibition. The early 
volumes of his Modern Painters influenced the members of the Pre-Raphaelite 
Brotherhood and his subsequent works The Seven Lamps of Architecture and  
The Stones of Venice 
advanced his views 
that art and architecture 
were an intrinsic part 
of and a mirror of the 
society in which they 
were created.

His concern for 
the dignity of labour 
and for the wellbeing 
and happiness of 
working people, as 
well as for the value 



of original design and workmanship, meant that he 
was an important influence on social reformers such 
as Octavia Hill and William Morris and the Arts and 
Crafts Movement. In 1871 he established the Guild of 
Saint George, which was designed to make Britain a 
better place to live by encouraging a improved system 
of education for working 
class people. Aiming to make 
beautiful things accessible 

to craftsmen and ordinary citizens in the belief that 
this increased happiness, Ruskin (above) opened a 
small museum at Walkley in Sheffield in 1875. It was 
crammed with paintings, prints (right) and geological 
specimens, and with plaster casts of carvings, coins, 
illuminated manuscripts and art pottery, examples 
of which make up part of the current exhibition. The 
Guild’s collection is still on display, free, as the Ruskin 
Collection in Sheffield’s Millennium Gallery. 

As a collection it had a purpose and a coherence which make this one of the best 
displays that we have seen at Two Temple Place. Ruskin’s concern for the quality 
of life of the people of Britain still resonates today.
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Read more: www.guildofstgeorge.org.uk/about/the-history-of-the-guild


