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On 16 January, Explorers headed to 
‘Albertopolis’, our first exploration as a group 
in South Kensington’s museum quarter.   
Our visit to the Science Museum was 
originally planned to include both the 
museum’s newest permanent gallery ‘Science 
City 1550–1800’ and the temporary exhibition 
’The Art of Innovation: From Enlightenment 
to Dark Matter’ which was closing a couple 
of weeks after our visit. In the event, the 

exhibition took up most of everybody’s time and discovering ‘how London grew 
from a bustling capital city to a global hub for trade, commerce and scientific 
enquiry’ will have to wait for another day! (Liz S)

The Art of Innovation: From Enlightenment to Dark Matter looks at the 
interaction between scientific progress and social change, how machinery has 
both influenced and threatened the human body and how tools that go beyond 
human senses can capture the unseen.

Thus sayeth the website for the exhibition – some of which I can wholeheartedly 
agree with, but so much is left to the individual’s interpretation. An odd show in 
many ways, it is difficult to reconcile the inclusion 
of some exhibits, and to ask why they couldn’t come 
up with better examples of a particular aspect – the 
extremely amateur models of supersonic aircraft 
being a prime example. And don’t get me going on 
the subject of ‘Dark Matter’, foolish chimera that that 
concept is.

Ah, but a super chance to see some magical art! The 
Turner Rain, Steam and Speed and the Philipe Jaques 
de Loutherbourg Coalbrookdale by Night, with its 
hellish limekiln furnaces lighting up the sky (and the 

painting). Then a fine Lowry, with his people 
with their sticky-out feet; such a delight!  
A lovely steam engine model (left), all 
polished brass and copper; obviously a 
working model too.

I’ve always been a great admirer of Victorian 
engineering; the way they made their 
machinery not only superbly functional but 
also embellished with curves and paintwork 

to give joy to the eye. What an amazing people they were; I am so proud to have 
ancestors like them, intrepid, courageous, ready to 
take on any challenge and overcome it with style and 
enthusiasm…

And a very good turnout of Explorers to boot! The 
coffee shop was a bit chaotic – in fact the consensus 
was that they were just learning the business; 
but service there eventually was, and warm and 
welcoming sounds from all people present made this 
yet another great success. Well done, Liz!
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