
Visit to Salters’ Hall 12 February 2019

On a chilly afternoon in February, 30 London 
Explorers met for a tour of Salters’ Hall, close 
to the Barbican Centre on London Wall Place. 
The Hall is the home of the Salters’ Company, 
one of the ‘Great Twelve’ Livery Companies 
of the City of London: its coat of arms (left) 
declares ‘Salt seasons everything’. 

The original Salters’ Hall near Cannon 
Street was bombed in 1941; the current 

building dates from 1976. It was designed by the architect Sir Basil Spence 
and opened by the Duke of Kent, himself a member of the Company. After 
substantial re-modelling and refurbishment it was re-opened in 2016, again by 
the Duke of Kent. 

After a group photo taken in front of the imposing gates, we were welcomed 
by our guides with coffee and biscuits and then split into two groups for the tour. 

We began in the ladies’ dining room, where wives of the early liverymen would 
meet to dine and socialise. A gallery along one side of the room enabled the women 
to look down on their men in the Main Hall below. Women are now admitted to 
the Company in their own right and there will be a female Master soon. 

Our guide explained that the Livery 
Companies, or guilds, were originally 
established to protect the interests of various 
trades. The Salters’ Company was first 
licensed in 1394, although it was probably in 
existence long before then. The Company is 
governed by the Court of Assistants headed 
by the Master. Membership is either passed 
on from father to son or may be purchased 
following recommendation by the Court. 
In the rosewood-lined Court Hall are paintings of former Masters along with 
display cabinets housing some of the Company’s treasures.

We then moved on to the Minstrels’ Gallery, also overlooking 
the Main Hall (above). The high-ceilinged Hall is the 
centrepiece of the building and is fully lined in fluted ash 
panelling designed by David Hicks. 
The Gallery also contains an impressive 
painted leather screen, thought to date 
from around the 17th century and 
discovered during the refurbishment, 
along with a sarcophagus used to educate 
and amuse the many schoolchildren who 
visit the building. 

Descending the main staircase gave us a view of an 
intriguing chandelier (left) whose lights are made of rock-
salt crystals and which cascades from the top of the building 
and down through all floors.



This brought us back to ground level where the re-modelling and expansion of 
the building has led to the creation of an elegant new entrance hall (previous 
page) also lined in timber panelling inspired by that in the Main Hall.

The refurbishment also allowed for the 
addition of a new air-conditioned space for 
the Company archives on the lower ground 
floor. Many of the archives were destroyed 
in the Great Fire of London in 1666, but we 
were able to examine the earliest existing 
charter of the Company (right) granted by 
King James I in 1607.

We had time for a short 
walk in the Salters’ 
garden (left), also 
designed by David 
Hicks, and bordered on 
one side by a section of 
the London Wall. Unfortunately the gardens aren’t open to 
the public at the moment but link into the newly planted area 
around St Alphage church tower.

We ended the tour in a vaulted corridor designed in the 
shape of a salt cave and containing a display cabinet showing 
a collection of antique 
silver salt cellars (right). 

These were often of ornate design and were a 
sign of social status and prosperity.  

While the Salters’ Company has lost 
its direct connection to its original trade, 
its activities are now centred on charitable 
work and science education activities. In 
particular, the Salters’ Institute aims to 
promote the appreciation of chemistry and related sciences among young people. 
The Company also makes generous donations to national charities and has 
almshouses in Maidenhead and Watford.

Altogether an interesting visit where we learnt a lot not only about the 
Company and its building, but also about the 
high value once placed on salt and its trade. 

As a bonus, Liz then took us on a brief 
tour of an attractive new section of the nearby 
pedway (left, with St Alphage Church ruins) 
an elevated walkway that aims to separate 
pedestrians from traffic in the Barbican and 
London Wall area. From there we were able 
to look over the ruins of St Alphage Church 
on London Wall and the recently developed 
public gardens surrounding it. Definitely a 
place to re-visit on a sunny day. 
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