
Islington U3A – ‘EXPLORING LONDON’ 
Events Programme June to September 2018 

 
Tuesday 5 June at 10.30am 
Visit to Walthamstow Wetlands, with a guided walk by Wetlands staff/volunteers – and we’ll 
finish in time for a coffee or early lunch in their café!  This is a free event and there are still one 
or two places so sign up now 
www.walthamstowwetlands.com for full information. 
 
Friday 22 June – Day visit 
Chatham Historic Dockyard – this year’s ‘day out’ of town is well-worth the visit, with plenty to 
explore on site including three ships, the historic buildings and the ‘rope walk’. There’s even a 
‘Call the Midwife’ tour as much of 1960s Poplar was filmed in the dockyard! Make your own way 
there (but do book a fast train from St Pancras) and book your entry ticket online to save a bit of 
money.  We are not doing a group booking, but your ticket will be valid for a year. 
A meeting place at the Dockyard will be arranged, for around 11am/11.30am.  Sign up now so 
we know how many people are joining in – and go to www.thedockyard.co.uk for full 
information. 
 
Monday 9 July at 3pm 
Guided walk: 20th century buildings in Hoxton and Haggerston with Rob Smith, who 
showed us around St Albans last year.  This two-hour walk looks at some of the more recent 
architecture in the southern part of Hackney, including housing, religious buildings, a swimming 
baths, 1930s factories converted to modern living and the only school designed by architect 
Erno Goldfinger. Rob will talk about the story of the buildings and how their uses have changed. 
The group will be limited to 20 and there is a charge of £9, payable on the day.  Booking for 
both walks will open in early June. 
 
Wednesday 11 July at 11am 
Rob Smith’s second guided walk, 20th century buildings in Hackney, is a 90 minute walk 
around the Mare Street area looking at the diverse range of 20th century buildings from the 
delights of the Hackney Empire to the post war simplicity of Brett Manor and the postmodernist 
Sutton Square. Rob will talk about the buildings and their social context. The group size is 
limited to 20 again and the cost will be £9 per person, payable on the day. Booking? – see 
above 
 
Wednesday 8 August at 10.30am 
Visit to Strawberry Hill House, Walpole’s ‘Gothick’ house, near Twickenham, now totally 
renovated.  Look at the website www.strawberryhillhouse.org.uk to read more. We have a 
private tour booked before the house opens to the public and will meet there for coffee/tea first 
and tour in two small groups. The cost is £13.50 per person, payable in advance; initial deadline 
for signing up and paying is 25 May, currently it’s waiting list only but email to check. 
 
Thursday 6 September at 11am 
Just picking a day at random so let’s hope the weather is good for a visit to the Museum of 
London Docklands again. This year’s new, free, special exhibition is ‘Roman Dead: piecing 
together burials and beliefs in Roman London’ (I’ve already seen one of the items going on 
display in the archaeological archive at Mortimer Wheeler House and I reckon I know why they 
are calling it ‘piecing together’!).  I think it’s going to be interesting enough to draw us down to 
Canary Wharf again and on a fine day we can sit outside to enjoy a coffee or drink, and travel 

http://www.walthamstowwetlands.com/
http://www.thedockyard.co.uk/
http://www.strawberryhillhouse.org.uk/


by boat!  This will be a free event and will open for booking in August – no limit on numbers. 
www.museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-london-docklands   
 
 
More for the autumn … 
I have a couple of ideas for an October visit but do let me know if you have any suggestions for 
the autumn, especially if you can do a bit of research and/or make arrangements or act as 
group leader.  We already have a great visit set up for a small group in November but we can 
always fit more in … 
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