
Islington U3A  - ‘EXPLORING LONDON’ 
 

Events Programme March to August 2018 
 

Monday 12 March, Thursday 22 March & Thursday 5 April at 12 noon: 
Wapping Police Station and the River Police Museum. Three small-group visits to 
see the museum in a working police station. There will be a small charge of 
approximately £1.50 to pay our guide’s travel expenses. All places have been taken. 
 
Wednesday 14 March at 2pm: 
Visit to Two Temple Place and this year’s exhibition ‘Rhythm and reaction: the age of 
jazz in Britain’. Another chance to see the fascinating building designed for William 
Waldorf Astor, and enjoy the eclectic exhibition on ‘Jazz Age’ Britain. There’s an 
excellent café and shop too! Go to www.twotempleplace.org to read more. FREE – 
please note, there will be no organised tour of the building as it proved too expensive 
to book, but I’ll have a hand-out and there are volunteers in each room to answer 
questions. Booking open. 
 
Friday 13 April at 10am (canal walk) or 11am: 
Visit to Three Mills, a significant site in the industrial heritage of London and the River 
Lea. You can join a walk along the canal before the visit, or meet up at Three Mills, 
for our volunteer-led tour. There’s a charge of £3 per person and depending on the 
numbers who sign up, we may be split into two small groups. We’ll end our visit with 
lunch in the Three Mills café, which is being opened for us (we’ll order our food on 
arrival). Try www.e.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three_Mills for info. Booking open mid-March. 
 
Monday 30 April at 11am: 
Spencer House, where we have a guided tour (limited to 30 people) booked to show 
us the treasures of this magnificent 18th century town-house in St James’s Place.  
The tour costs £11 per person and payment must be made in advance to Spencer 
House so you will need to pay Islington U3A (not me!) once I have confirmed you 
have a place on this visit. The website is www.spencerhouse.co.uk Booking open 
mid-March. 
 
Friday 11 May at 11am and Wednesday 23 May at 2pm: 
The Cinema Museum in Kennington is housed in the former Lambeth Workhouse, 
which has direct connections with the life of Charlie Chaplin. You may have read how 
it has been threatened with re-development, though the support has been so great 
that they are hopeful of a positive outcome. Our visits will last for one-and-a-half to 
two hours, and will include a talk/tour and film show. There’s a charge of £7 per 
person, which will be collected on the day. www.cinemamuseum.org.uk Booking 
open mid-April for both dates. 
 
Tuesday 5 June 
Visit to Walthamstow Wetlands. We’re working on the final details for this 
‘Exploration’ and will confirm arrangements shortly.  www.walthamstowwetlands.com 
 
Friday 22 June 
Chatham Historic Dockyard – this year’s ‘day out’ of town is well-worth the visit, with 
plenty to explore on site including three ships, the historic buildings and the ‘rope-
walk’.  There’s even a ‘Call the Midwife’ tour as much of 1960s Poplar was actually 
filmed in the Dockyard! We’ll make our own way there (travel recommendations will 
be supplied) and meet at the Dockyard itself. Entry to the Dockyard costs £16.13 
online (entry valid for a year) and the return fare from St Pancras is currently approx. 
£15 with the Senior Railcard discount – maybe even less if you use your Freedom 
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Pass too, but you do want to book on the fast train, where the journey is approx. 40 
minutes. Go to www.thedockyard.co.uk for full information. Booking will open in May. 
 
Monday 9 July at 3pm 
Hoxton guided walk with Rob Smith (who showed us round St Albans last year). 
Rob’s walk highlights some easily ignored 20th century buildings of great interest in 
the area – there will be a charge of £9 per person and the group size will be limited to 
20 to keep it manageable!  Booking for both walks will open in early June. 
 
Wednesday 11 July at 11am 
Hackney guided walk with Rob Smith. This time we’ll focus on the Mare Street area 
of Hackney and look at the architecture of the area.  The group size will be 20 again, 
and the fee is £9 per person. 
 
August visit – I haven’t fixed the exact date yet! 
Down to the Museum of London Docklands again – where the new free special 
exhibition is ‘Roman Dead: what can we learn from how the Romans buried their 
dead?’ – and I like the Museum of London Docklands anyway!  If the weather is fine, 
travelling to Canary Wharf and back is very enjoyable, and there are plenty of places 
by the Museum to sit out in the sun for a coffee or a drink after the visit. 
www.museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-london-docklands 
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