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Exploring Hoxton, Haggerston and Hackney in July! 
 
On 9 July, one of the hottest days of the month, 15 intrepid ‘Explorers’ headed off the 
beaten track to be shown some of the interesting twentieth century buildings that line the 
streets of Hoxton and Haggerston. Armed with sun hats, comfy sandals and water bottles we 

were led around the area by our excellent guide Rob Smith. 
Interesting architectural buildings were built in the area by 
some of the most famous and internationally renowned 
modernist architects of their day. Berthold Lubetkin (of the 
penguin house in London Zoo and Highpoint fame) built a 
complex of residential flats just off the Hackney Road, and 
Ernö Goldfinger (Trellik Tower) who built what is now 
Haggerston School; concrete slabs, grid like windows and a 
novel idea of using dark Staffordshire brick for a public 
building. The Bridge Academy, with its horseshoe shape, 
overlooking Regents Canal, was a fine example of how 
thought, planning and an innovative architectural design 
can provide an exciting place for youngsters to study, and 
can also provide independent community space out of 
school hours. 

 

 
 
The colourful Adelaide Wharf residential block used the history of the site as a packing 
warehouse to incorporate wooden façade and brightly coloured zinc on street facing 
balconies. We saw several buildings whose use changed over the years from large industry, 
to the smaller multi occupancy spaces and even to residential dwellings. Even the railway 
engineers showed flair when restoring the overground and built an elegant single span 
bridge over the canal (also avoiding potential disruption to the major underwater electricity 
cables). The boarded up Haggerston public baths may turn into a development of luxury 
flats, preserving the building but depriving the public of viewing its interior. 
After a dusty two hours we left the walk with much more information on our hidden 
heritage, thank you to Rob for such an interesting and informative afternoon. (Report by 
Julie Cooke)  
 
On 11 July ‘Explorers’ met up at Hackney Central Station for the second walk of the week 
with Rob Smith. This time the aim was to explore 20th century buildings in Hackney and after 
a brief introduction to the early history of Hackney’s development and expansion, we began 
our circular walk with a landmark building: Frank Matcham’s 1901 Hackney Empire, with its 
performance history spanning music-hall and burlesque, live TV broadcasts and pantomime.  



 

 

 
 
Our subsequent circular route included the Town Hall (1934-37), the Picture House cinema 
(originally the Methodist Central Mission), Burberry’s clothing factory (1932) and Lennox 
House, J E M McGregor’s impressive flats, which featured substantial balconies. 
 
Here ‘Explorers’ had one of the bigger surprises of the walk – the ground floor is now used 
for warehousing and distributing locally-brewed craft beers – and we were all offered free 
cans. (Our reviewer reports a light beer with pronounced ‘hoppy’ overtones!). 

We carried on past remnants of 19th century housing in 
Morning Lane and the impressive City Academy of 2009 
which replaced the 1960s Homerton School buildings. 
Behind the well-known Sutton House nearby we spotted an 
Arts and Crafts-style building from 1904. Strand Buildings 
from the late 1930s was originally an electricity showroom 
and is now being re-purposed but sadly Hackney Police 
Station, by John Dixon Butler and also dating from 1904, is 
still looking for a new role. Our last 20th century highlight 
before we arrived back at the station was ‘Brett Manor’ – 
built in 1946 for de-mobilized ex-servicemen, it was one of 
the first concrete-framed buildings in London. 
By coincidence, our day’s walk finished just before a short 
talk at Hackney’s impressive local museum and several of 

the group were able to stay on to hear curator Shaun Caton from Homerton Hospital talk 
about ‘The Mind’s Eye’, the current temporary display of art-work by neurological patients 
at the hospital – a fascinating end to a revelatory morning in Hackney. (Report by Liz 
Simpson) 
 


