
Museum of London Docklands, 5 October 2020

Monday 5 October was a bright sunny 
autumn day, perfect for visiting the Museum 
of London Docklands for what is becoming 
an annual visit for ‘Exploring London’. It 
even seemed appropriate to begin to gather 
– socially distanced of course – by an ice-
cream stand before heading off to explore the 
Havering Hoard!

For one or two 
group members it 

was a first opportunity to visit the Docklands outpost of 
the Museum of London, housed in one of the original 
waterside dock buildings, dwarfed by the 20th and 21st 
century office and apartment complexes which make up 
this part of London now. But for all of us, it was notable 
how quiet the area was with far fewer commuters, 
shoppers and office workers, let alone visitors… 

The Museum itself 
was also quieter, 
missing the regular 
school groups, 
and it seemed 
that many of the 
older visitors were 
heading, like us, to this year’s temporary 
exhibition ‘Havering Hoard: A Bronze Age 
Mystery’. Visitors all have to book timed 
entry (something we are getting used to 

now with museums and galleries) and presumably the Museum is limiting 
the number of visitors to the exhibition for each slot, though that wasn’t clear. 
However, the layout of the display cases allowed one 
to follow a route round the exhibition, see everything 
and have time to read the signage, and watch the 
videos on show too. Personally I wish there had been a 
clearer warning to duck when going to the Bronze Age 
hut – the bruise is just coming out!

The ‘hoard’ is actually four separate caches of bronze 
artefacts – totalling 453 objects – discovered at an 
excavation in Rainham, in the London borough of 
Havering. The excavation took place only two years 
ago, in 2018, and the excitement as more and more 
pieces were revealed is quite clear. Bronze making 
itself is explained and demonstrated on film. Several 

theories about why the deposits were 
made are put forward: a ritual deposit, a 
metalworker’s store, an attempt to control 
the supply of bronze 
or even unwanted 
objects which had 
gone out of fashion 
or use? The site is 

examined in the context of both other Bronze Age sites 
in the UK, and the wider European culture of the period 
– 3,000 years ago. And as the display area towards the 

end of the exhibition 
emphasised, the 
scientific work of 
recording, studying 
and publishing the 
site is really only just 
beginning. 

Afterwards, most of the group managed 
to stay on in the Museum, take our face-
coverings off and enjoy a spaced-out coffee 
and chat together. As group members wrote 
later that day it was ‘… a treat to feel nearly 
“normal”’ (Christine C) and ‘you could see 
how glad we all were to get out exploring 
again’ (Pauline F).

The responses shared by email afterwards 
included ‘A fascinating exhibition, 
wonderfully presented. Amazing to think that 
archaeologists are still unravelling history 
so thoroughly and in our very own London’ 

(Sarah R); and ‘Very intriguing… I had very little idea how bronze was made 
and the remarkable skills involved’ (Molly T); so as the exhibition is running 
until April 2021, there’s plenty of time to visit and see what we explored and 
discovered. 

See www.museumoflondon.org.uk for 
information and booking – it’s free of 
course. And take my tip, travel at least one 
way by boat!
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