
Our Exploration today was to the Guildhall area.  Jill Finch, a City of London Guide, started us off at 

the church of St Lawrence Jewry next Guildhall.  This was originally a medieval church, sited in the 

original Jewish settlement area of the City.  It was destroyed in the Great Fire in 1666, redesigned by 

Sir Christopher Wren, then severely damaged again in the Second World War.  The City of London 

then undertook its repairs and it is now the official church of the Corporation of the City of London 

and of various Livery Companies.  Wren didn’t have stained glass in his churches, but the cohesive 

set of post-war windows, all designed by Christopher Webb, beautifully depict the history of the 

church.  It became a Guild church after the war, holding services for people working in the City. 

Standing outside in Guildhall Yard, we could see a line marking the site of a Roman amphitheatre 

discovered during restoration works.  Jill told us that the walls to part of the Guildhall were the 

original 15th century, with the porch being 18th century. (The Great Hall of the Guildhall was closed to 

the public today). 

We then moved out of the cold and into the Guildhall Art Gallery, whose collection of British art  

predates Tate Britain.  Although most of the works were taken into storage during the war, several 

pieces remaining in London suffered damage and were lost.  It was decided to rebuild the Gallery in 

the 1980s, when the amphitheatre was discovered and incorporated into the building.  The paintings 

were rehung in 2014 much in the way of Victorian galleries.  Jill took us on a brief tour of her 

favourite paintings and told us anecdotes about the gallery’s first director and about the artists. 

Finally, we moved down into the Heritage Gallery which was opened in 2014.  One of the exhibits, 

which was on loan, was the Charter of William I to the City of London c1067, written on vellum in 

Old English.  Through the Heritage Gallery we discovered the Roman Amphitheatre of which only a 

small amount had been excavated – however the virtual reality show which had been created, 

together with the noise effects of a crowd, demonstrated to us what the stadium had looked like. 

Report by Christine Cox, who visited the Guildhall on 8 February. Photos by Rachel Summerson. 

 

 


