
Islington U3A ‘Exploring London’ 
Autumn 2018 – and into January 2019!  Update to our programme … 
 
Thursday 11 October at 2.15pm - Charterhouse 
Visit Charterhouse in Clerkenwell for a ‘Brother’s Tour’, led by one of the residents for a 
personal view of these historic buildings: monastery, private house, school and now 
museum and accommodation for the ‘Brothers’. The tour will last 60-90 minutes but 
allow extra time for the museum, café and shop!  £15 – waiting list only 
www.thecharterhouse.org to read more. 
 
Monday 5 November at 1pm – Goldsmiths’ Hall 
One of our fellow-Explorers has got us privileged (and free!) access to Goldsmiths’ Hall 
in the City of London for a small group tour – only 15 people. If you haven’t seen inside, 
it’s one of the most splendid of the Livery Company halls, dating from 1835, and well 
worth a visit.  Information on www.thegoldsmiths.co.uk Booking opens in early October. 
 
Tuesday 20 November at 2.30pm – Kirkaldy Testing Museum 
A private tour of one of the more unusual London museums, the Kirkaldy Testing 
Museum in Southwark (behind Tate Modern). The Kirkaldy family were pioneers in 
materials testing and their premises have been maintained as a museum after the 
business closed in the mid-20th century. There’s an Islington link too – father and son 
both lived in Islington for a time.  The cost is £8 (pay on the, hooray!), including 
refreshments on arrival. Check it out on www.testingmuseum.org.uk  Booking opens in 
early October. 
 
Wednesday 12 December at 3pm – Dennis Severs House 
Christmas with a difference!   Another of our fellow-Explorer has arranged for private 
group visit for 30 people to the Dennis Severs House in Folgate Street, Spitalfields, 
while it’s dressed for Christmas, and will lead the group on the day.  The House charges 
£14.50p per person (payable in advance) for a private visit during the Christmas period:  
it’ll be a rather special experience … www.dennissevershouse.co.uk  Booking will open 
in early November. 
 
Friday 4 January 3pm-4pm: Exploring London’s Annual Tea will be at the Walter 
Sickert Community Centre off Essex Road again. Tea and coffee will be on offer, but 
this is your chance to get rid of any left-over Christmas and New Year cakes or biscuits 
and share them with fellow-Explorers! It’s our annual opportunity to chat about the 
things we’ve done over the past year, and collect suggestions (and volunteers!) for the 
rest of 2019’s programme of events. You can just come along – no need to sign up in 
advance. 
 
Saturday 12 January 10am:  This is the first Saturday event we’ve had, a tour of the 
Old Vic Theatre! It starts at 10am and will last for at least an hour and a half. The cost is 
£10 per person and the group is limited to 20. Before you sign up, please note that this 
visit includes a lot of walking, standing and climbing stairs. I have done it before and 
would not recommend it for anyone with mobility issues, or who gets tired just standing 
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around – I can tell you that I was extremely glad when we reached the circle and could 
sit down! Having said that, Ned, who leads the tour is an amazing source of stories 
about the Old Vic so I was pleased to get a tour organised after much emailing back 
and forth … BOOK NOW 
 
Tuesday 12 February 2pm-3.30pm and/or Thursday 21 February 11am-12.30pm:  A 
guided visit to Salters’ Hall on London Wall. I have booked us in for two visits to this 
Livery Company Hall as I know how popular they are! We’ll limit the groups to 20 each 
time but that still means that lots of you should be able to come.  The cost is £5 per 
person, which includes refreshments at the start of the visits – the majority of the charge 
goes to Salters’ Company charities. The Salters, established in 1349, are one of the 
‘Great Twelve’ of City Livery Companies (like the Goldsmiths’ Company which we 
visited in November). The Hall, originally designed by Sir Basil Spence, has recently 
been totally refurbished and is looking great, as is the area around it with new garden 
planting and pedways. Booking opens in January. 
 
Tuesday 19 March at 11am and 1pm: Something completely different! Fellow-Explorer 
Clara has arranged for two small groups of Explorers to visit Hand & Lock Embroidery 
Studios, an old-established studio/atelier in W1 which specialises in high-end hand-
embroidery – the type you see on uniforms and couture dresses. We should see both 
embroiderers at work, and examples from the company’s archive dating back to 1790.  
Both groups are limited to 12 people and there’s a charge of £12 per person. Booking 
opens in February. 


