
Islington U3A ‘Exploring London’
Programme April to early June 2020

Don’t forget – join Liz for an extra March visit!
Wednesday 25 March, the Nunnery Gallery on Bow Road for ‘Lightboxes and Lettering’, a 
celebration of east London’s print industry … meet there at 10.30am. Free, just email if you’re 
likely to come along.

Thursday 2 April, meeting at 11am
The Garden Museum in Lambeth is hosting ‘Sanctuary: Artist-Gardeners 1919 – 1939’, a 
small exhibition of paintings by British artists of the inter-war years and this is a chance to catch 
it before it closes and visit the Museum again with iU3A friends. Entry to the Museum costs 
£8.50 for seniors, or £5 with an Art Pass.  There’s a good café too! Let me know now if you 
want to join me there …

Monday 6 April, meeting at 11am
Historic Greenwich.  A return visit to Greenwich is scheduled to take advantage of a unique 
opportunity to see all three versions of the famed ‘Armada Portrait’ of Queen Elizabeth I hanging
together in the Queen’s House.  The Queen’s House is also displaying a wealth of art-works 
from Woburn Abbey while it is being refurbished. The ‘Standard’ has already highlighted this 
show! As well as the Maritime Museum itself, there’s the Painted Hall of the Royal Naval 
College, the Fan Museum, the Observatory, the Ranger’s House – plenty to see and enjoy, 
even if you’ve been before and it’s mostly free … no limit on our group size. Booking opens in 
March.
 
Wednesday 29 April at 3pm
Sutton House and Breakers Yard.   Visit Hackney’s historic Sutton House for a private guided 
tour, thanks to fellow-Explorer Brenda, who has booked this for us.  We’ll meet for refreshments 
(pay for your own) on arrival at Sutton House and then start our visit with our own guide.  A new 
exhibition has been installed so we’ll see that too!  The cost is £2.10 for NT members, £10.50 
for non-members, plus a small extra payment for a private tour, depending on the group size. I’ll
need to pay in advance for us. Maximum group size 25. Booking opens in March.

Friday 1 May at 11am
Kenwood again in the early summer sun (we hope!). Fellow-Explorer Sue L has offered to take
another small group tour round Kenwood House in Hampstead, where she volunteers.  The 
group size is limited to 12, so book early when you get the email. This is a free event.  Booking 
opens in April. 

Monday 11 May at 10.45am for 11am
A return visit to Three Mills was requested at our annual tea-party, so we are booked in for a 
guided tour this month.  If you didn’t get a place last time, or would like to go back and see 
Three Mills in May, this is for you! We’ll meet up for tea or coffee first, then join our guides to 
explore the site of the mills, and the Home Mill building itself, and learn about the industrial 
history of this part of the River Lea. On arrival you can order and pay for a light sandwich lunch 
after the tour.  
The cost is £7 per person, payable on the day, which includes the drinks at the start of the visit. 
Booking opens in April 



Tuesday 26 May at 11am
Visit Wilton’s Music Hall to find out about this survivor from the heyday of Victorian popular 
entertainment, now regularly used for theatre and music productions.  The tour lasts for about 
an hour and allows time for a Q&A. Fellow-Explorer Rosemary has organised a private group 
tour for us, for between 15 (min) and 30 (max) participants. The cost is £8 per person, which 
we’ll need to pay in advance.  Booking opens in April

Thursday 4 June – our 2020 away-day to Canterbury
Our away-day destination is Canterbury this year, to take advantage of the quick train 
connection from St Pancras – we’re checking out a 2 for 1 ticket offer too!  This is going to be a 
much busier location than on our previous years’ away-days, but there is so much to explore, 
and it is the 900th anniversary of the murder of Thomas a Becket so it seemed the right year to 
visit.
We’ll meet up at either the station or a central venue in Canterbury, then explore according to 
your own preferences.  Information on things to do – apart from visiting Canterbury Cathedral of 
course – will be provided.
Sign up in May, by which time there’ll be more info available on train times, where to meet and 
things to do in Canterbury


