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1. GUIDE 
Date: Monday 12th April 2017 

Distance to walk: approx. 3 miles 
Start Time: 10.30. 

Duration: the trail will take about 2-2½ hours – depending on our speed 

Start Point: St Paul’s tube station 
Finish Point: St Paul’s tube station 

2. INTRODUCTION 
The walk today will take us through areas of historic interest – areas that used 

to be known as for a variety of trades: postal services, an agricultural market, 
printing and legal services. Most of these have all moved on now. 

The whole walk will be in areas consumed by the Great Fire of London. So what 

we will be looking at – able to see today – will all be post 1666. 
 

We’ll pass many city churches and if some are open we can have a quick look 
inside. But we have a lot of ground to cover and there is so much that we could 

stop and talk about but I’ll have to move you on so we can try to reach the end 
in about 2 hours. I will be going fairly fast because of this but please let me if 

I’m going too fast. I can try and answer questions as we go around but with so 
much history you may often get the answer “sorry, I don’t know”. Another 

apology now – I’m not a trained guide so don’t know of by heart the 
information, so I will have to read the information. Hopefully I can still make it 

interesting and entertaining. Please all join in – chip in with anything else you 
know. 

 
Lastly – I will lead you down many back lanes and alleyways but we do go 

along or cross some busy roads so please do be aware of your surroundings. 

Watch out for traffic! 

3. DIRECTIONS 

ON LEAVING THE START POINT, YOU ARE ON NEWGATE ST, TURN RIGHT THEN 

CROSS OVER, GO LEFT HEADING UP ST MARTIN’S LE GRAND 

AT THE LAST CLUE, TURN LEFT INTO POSTMAN’S PARK  

EXIT PARK OTHER SIDE AND TURN LEFT INTO KING EDWARD STREET, CROSS 

OVER 

TURN RIGHT INTO THE GARDENS, KEEP TO THE RIGHT, THROUGH THE GATED 

ARCHWAY AT THE END 

TURN LEFT THEN INTO CHIRSTCHURCH GREYFRIARS CHURCHYARD 

WALK THROUGH THE CHURCHYARD, LEFT AT THE END, ONTO NEWGATE 

STREET TURN RIGHT, THEN QUICK LEFT INTO WARWICK LANE 

RETRACE STEPS TO NEWGATE ST AND TURN LEFT, BRIEFLY DIP LEFT INTO 

OLD BAILEY 

BACK TO NEWGATE STREET, CROSS TO ST SEPULCHRE’S CHURCH 
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FACING CHURCH, TURN LEFT, ALONG HOLBURN VIADUCT AND THE FRONT OF 

CHURCHYARD, TOWARD JUNCTION WITH SNOW HILL 

HEAD DOWN SNOW HILL 

CROSS SMITHFIELD STREET, KEEP HEADING DOWN SNOW HILL 

AT THE BOTTOM TURN RIGHT INTO FARRINGDON STREET, AT LIGHTS TURN 

LEFT INTO CHARTERHOUSE STREET 

WALK UP HILL, CROSS, THEN RIGHT INTO ELY PLACE 

LEAVE ELY PLACE BY NARROW ELY COURT – BETWEEN NO 9 & 10  

AT THE END, TURN LEFT, CROSS HATTON GARDEN, THEN CROSS HOLBOND 

CIRCUS AT PEDESTRIAN CROSSING AND DOWN NEW FETTER LANE 

CROSS OVER AT THE STATUE AT THE CROSSING, TURN RIGHT 

THEN TURN LEFT DOWN WEST HARDING STREET (BECOMES PEMBERTON 

ROW), RIGHT INTO GOUGH SQUARE 

THROUGH ARCH, INTO GUNPOWDER SQUARE, RIGHT INTO WINE OFFICE 

COURT 

INTO FLEET STREET, TURN RIGHT, CROSS ROAD, TURN LEFT 

RETRACE YOUR STEPS, TURN LEFT INTO BOUVERIE STREET 

DOWN THE HILL, TURN LEFT INTO MAGPIE ALLEY 

THROUGH THE ALLEY, RIGHT AT THE END THROUGH ASHENTREE COURT, TO 

WHITEFRIARS STREET, LEFT INTO PRIMROSE HILL, INTO HUTTON STREET, 
TURN LEFT INTO DORSET RISE 

HEAD DOWN ST BRIDE’S PASSAGE, DOWN THE STEPS AND TOWARD THE 

BRIDEWELL THEATRE 

CROSS NEW BRIDGE STREET AT THE CROSSING TO THE LEFT, HEAD 
STRAIGHT UP LUDGATE HILL, THEN RIGHT INTO PAGEANTMASTER COURT, 

LEFT INTO COBBS COURT, RIGHT INTO ALLEY AT PRIORY COURT THEN 

STRAIGHT OVER INTO CHURCH ENTRY 

OUT INTO PLAYHOUSE YARD 

BACK INTO IRELAND YARD 

TURN LEFT AT THE END INTO ST ANDREW’S HILL, RIGHT INTO CARTER LANE 

DIP INTO WARDROBE PLACE 

BACK OUT AND RIGHT CARRYING ON DOWN CARTER LANE, LEFT INTO DEAN’S 

COURT, LEFT, CROSS AT PELICAN CROSSING INTO ST PAUL’S SQUARE 

BACK THE WAY, OUT OF THE CHURCHYARD TO THE NORTH, AND THROUGH 

PANYER ALLEY, PASS THE TUBE STATION, CROSS OVER NEWGATE STREET, UP 

ST MARTIN’S LE-GRANDE, KEEPING ON THE LEFT SIDE 

THE END  
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4. POINTS OF INTEREST 

Historic area for postal services    0 mins, 10.30 

This stone was laid in 1890 – the 50th anniversary for the Universal Penny 

Postage. Richard Cobden and John McCulloch actually started the movement 

for better postal services. McCulloch, in 1833, advanced the view that 

"nothing contributes more to facilitate commerce than the safe, speedy and 

cheap conveyance of letters."  

The campaign for cheap postage was then progressed by Robert Wallace, 

who in 1835 argued that greater use of the mailing system would lead to 

increased revenue for the government.  

Sir Rowland Hill then picked up the issue in 1837 and published a famous 

pamphlet Post Office Reform: its Importance and Practicability.  He then 

proposed to parliament that "the postage on all letters received in a post-

town, and delivered in the same, or any other post-town in the British Isles, 

shall be at the uniform rate of one penny per half ounce".  

Hill's proposal paved the way for the 1840 Act which introduced the 

Uniform Penny Post. In his proposal, Hill also called for official pre-printed 

envelopes and adhesive postage stamps as alternative ways of getting the 

sender to pay for postage, at a time when prepayment was optional – the 

receiver often had to pay. Postage had depended on distance and the number 

of sheets of paper; but now one penny would assure delivery of an envelope 

and the letter it enclosed anywhere in the country. This 1d (penny) rate was 

a lower rate than before, when the cost of postage was usually more than 4d 

(four pence). However the reform did not settle the issue of who paid for the 

postage – the sender or the recipient - and it remained optional for a number 

of years. 

Notice also the recently installed old letter box. 
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Historic area for the Great Fire of London 

It devoured all of the area we will be walking in today. The Great Fire of 

London was a major conflagration that swept through the central parts of the 

City of London from 2 September to 5 September 1666. The fire gutted 

the medieval City of London inside the old Roman city wall. It threatened but 

did not reach the aristocratic district of Westminster, Charles II's Palace of 

Whitehall, and most of the suburban slums. It consumed 13,200 houses, 87 

parish churches, St Paul's Cathedral, and most of the buildings of the City 

authorities. It is estimated to have destroyed the homes of 70,000 of the 

City's 80,000 inhabitants (so an average of 5 people per house). 

 

Remember also that the Great Plague swept through London in 1665, the year 

before the Great Fire. The plague killed 100,000 in that year, out of a 
population at the time of 600,000. 14,000 died in one week at its peak in 

August 
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Postman's Park 

Its name reflects its popularity amongst workers from the nearby GPO's 

headquarters. Postman's Park opened in 1880 on the site of the former 

churchyard and burial ground of St Botolph's Aldersgate church and 

expanded over the next 20 years to incorporate the adjacent burial grounds 

of Christ Church Greyfriars and St Leonard, Foster Lane, together with the 

site of housing demolished.  A shortage of space for burials in London meant 

that corpses were often laid on the ground and covered over with soil, thus 

elevating the park above the streets which surround it.  

In 1900, the park became the location for George Frederic Watts's Memorial 

to Heroic Self Sacrifice, a memorial to ordinary people who died while saving 

the lives of others and who might otherwise be forgotten. Only four of the 

planned 120 memorial tablets were in place at the time of its opening, with a 

further nine tablets added during Watts's lifetime. Watts's wife, Mary Watts, 

took over the management of the project after Watts's death in 1904 and 

oversaw the installation of a further 35 memorial tablets in the following four 

years along with a small monument to Watts. Later she became disillusioned 

with the new tile manufacturer and, with her time and money increasingly 

occupied by the running of the Watts Gallery (at Compton, Surrey), she lost 

interest in the project, and only 5 further tablets were added during her 

lifetime. 

In 1972, key elements of the park, including the Memorial to Heroic Self 

Sacrifice, were Grade II listed to preserve their character. Following the 

2004 film Closer, based on the 1997 play Closer by Patrick Marber, Postman's 

Park experienced a resurgence of interest; key scenes of both were set in the 

park itself. 

In June 2007, a city worker, Jane Shaka added a new tablet to the Memorial, 
the first new addition for 78 years. And of course since 2013 there is a free 

mobile app which documents the lives and deaths of all those commemorated 

on the memorial. 

Walk out of park and passed monument to Sir Rowland Hill. Edward 7th 

building of GPO in 1905.  
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Christ Church Greyfriars, also known as Christ Church Newgate Street, 

was a church in Newgate Street, opposite St Paul's Cathedral in the City of 

London, 1552. Originally established as a monastic church in the 13th 

century, it became a parish church after the dissolution of the monastery. 

Following its destruction in the Great Fire of London of 1666, it was rebuilt to 

the designs of Sir Christopher Wren. Except for the tower, the church was 

largely destroyed by bombing during the Second World War. 

Green spot originally part of the 13th century Franciscan Monastery of 

Greyfriars 

 

The Worshipful Company of Cutlers  

One of the ancient Livery Companies of the City of London. It ranks 18th in 

the order of precedence of the Companies. 

The trade of knife-making and repairing was formed in the 13th century as a 

guild; the Cutlers' Company received a Royal Charter in 1416. The Company, 

like many other City Livery Companies, no longer has a strong connection 

with its trade, which for the most part relocated north to Sheffield, where a 

similar association, the Company of Cutlers in Hallamshire was established. 

Thus, the Livery Company remains primarily as a charitable institution. 

The Cutlers' Company Arms have been in use since 1476 (on the wall). The 

crest (hanging sign) was granted in 1622. The arms features two elephants 

and three crossed-swords, a helmet and a smaller elephant and castle. The 

elephant probably relates to the ivory used in the haft (or handle) of swords, 

knives and other weapons — an expensive material employed for the best of 

implements. The elephant and castle crest gave rise to a pub of the same 

name on the site of an old cutlers' inn at Newington, south London which in 

turn gave its name to the area Elephant and Castle. 

It’s motto ‘Pour Parvenir à Bonne Foy’ means ‘To succeed through good faith.’ 
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Old Routes into London 

We are now on the site of the Newgate prison, now the site of Old Bailey 

(which takes its name from the road here). 

Here also we are at Newgate – the gate used to stand here. This was one of 8 

gates into the City – in clockwise order: Ludgate, Newgate, Aldersgate, 

Cripplegate, Moorgate, Bishopsgate and Aldgate. This gate lead to the “old 

road”. The old road, the “Way To Oxford”, ran from here was over the Fleet 

river, along through the Holborn “bars” to St Giles in the Fields (where Centre 

Point at the bottom of Tottenham Court Road now stands), along Oxford St 

as we now know it, to the Tyburn (now Marble Arch) an on to Oxford. All 

fields from here outward. 

This became a turnpike road - turnpikes started to appear from the 17th 

century., hence the “bars” at Holborn to collect tolls. The term “turnpike” 

coming from the pikes placed on the “bars” which were then turned aside to 

permit passage. So this was the only main route from the west right up to 

the mid 18th century. 

The “New Road” only came about in the 1750’s. This route from Oxford 

turned East at Paddington (rather than continuing southeast on the Old 

Road), ran along past St Mary le bourne (Marylebone), Battle Bridge (now 

Kings Cross), then turned southeast down the Fleet River to Farringdon and 

to here. It was this New Road that became the end point, the barrier at the 

edge of development for the new invention – the railways. Euston & Kings 

Cross terminuses were built in 1837 and 1854 respectively. It was also the 

route of the New Road that was used for the first “underground” - the 

Metropolitan line built in 1863. The New Road allowed the cut and cover 

necessary to dig the route. But hence why that first Underground also ended 

initially at Farringdon before being extended to Moorgate then Liverpool St – 

all outside of the City walls. 
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St Sepulchre-without-Newgate 

In medieval times St Sepulchre’s stood just outside ("without") the old city 

wall, near the Newgate. Given its proximity to both Newgate Prison and the 

Old Bailey, the bells in its tower were rung to announce executions. On the 

day of the execution, the bells were tolled as the condemned were led to 

Tyburn. This was where the expression “gone west” came from. Prisoners 

were lead either from the Tower of London or other city prisons and past St 

Sepulchre’s – west to the gallows at Smithfield, which were then moved to St 

Giles in the Fields (Tottenham Court Road) and then to Tyburn (now Marble 

Arch). 

St Sepulchre is named in the nursery rhyme Oranges and Lemons with cry of 

“When Will You Pay Me said the Bells of Old Bailey”.  An account exists which 

told of a Mr John Dowe, a London merchant, who paid the parish ₤50 to buy 

a handbell on the condition that it would be rung to mark the execution of a 

prisoner at the nearby gallows at Newgate. This handbell, known as the 

Execution Bell, now resides in a glass case to the south of the nave. Between 

the 17th and 19th centuries, the clerk of St Sepulchre's was responsible for 

ringing a handbell outside the condemned man's cell in Newgate Prison the 

night before his execution. 

The church has been the official musicians' church for many years and is 

associated with many famous musicians. Its north aisle (formerly a chapel 

dedicated to Stephen Harding) is dedicated as the Musicians' Chapel, with 

four windows commemorating John Ireland, the singer Dame Nellie Melba, 

Walter Carroll and the conductor Sir Henry Wood respectively. Wood, who "at 

the age of fourteen, learned to play the organ" at this church and later 

became its organist. His ashes are also buried in this church. 

The south aisle of the church holds the regimental chapel of the Royal 

Regiment of Fusiliers, and its gardens are a memorial garden to that 

regiment. The west end of the north aisle has various memorials connected 

with the City of London Rifles (then re-named as the 6th Battalion London 

Regiment).  The church was designated a Grade I listed building on 4 January 

1950. 

5 minutes to wonder around then meet back here. Thanks.  
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We walk passed the Saracen’s Head. This was an old coaching inn built in 12th 

century. It covered a large area to allow for the coaches arriving and 

departing, a large stables, apart from rooms over the pub. The pub is 

mentioned in Nicholas Nickleby. 

 

Smithfield Market       40 mins, 11.10 

In the Middle Ages, it was a broad grassy area known as Smooth Field, 

located beyond the London Wall stretching to the eastern bank of the River 

Fleet. Given its ease of access to grazing and water, Smithfield established 

itself as London's livestock market covering 10 acres and remained so for 

almost 1,000 years. The market, dating from the 10th century, is now 

London's only remaining wholesale market in continuous operation since 

medieval times. There were market buildings on the site from 1638. The 

current market buildings, which are Grade II listed, were designed by 

Victorian architect Sir Horace Jones, and opened by the Rt Hon Sir Polydore 

de Keyser, Lord Mayor in 1888.   

Originally cattle were driven in from as far away as Scotland, through 

Islington, fattened up in Caledonia park. Once driving them through the city’s 

roads was deemed not acceptable due to a series of stampedes, from mid-

19th century onwards they were moved in by train and were slaughtered on 

site. So the buildings stand above a warren of tunnels. The former railway 

tunnels are now used for storage, parking and as basements. There are 

various ramps that spiral down into these underground tunnels. Some of the 

buildings on Charterhouse Street on Smithfield north side still have access to 

the tunnels via their basements. Some of the premises fell into disuse in the 

late 20th century and faced the prospect of demolition. The Corporation of 

London's public enquiry in 2012 drew widespread support for an urban 

regeneration plan intent upon preserving Smithfield's historical identity. 

 

In 2012, Henderson Group unveiled its £160 million-plan for redeveloping the 

western side of the Central Market. Henderson proposed that the fish market, 

General Market and Red House buildings, all over a century-old, make way 

for restaurants, retailers and office buildings while restoring and retaining 
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much of the Market building's original perimeter walls, with a new piazza 

being created in the General Market. 

 

In 2015, the Museum of London revealed plans to vacate its Barbican site and 

move into the General Market Building. The cost of the move is estimated to 

be in the region of £70 million and, if funding can be achieved, would be 

complete by 2021. 

 

We leave the City of London – briefly. 

 

Ely Place 

From the end of the 13th century until 1772, when the terraced houses were 

built, this was the site of the Bishops of Ely’s London house, during which 

time it wasn’t part of London but an enclave of Cambridgeshire. Now Crown 

property, guarded by a set of ornate iron gates and beadle’s lodge, it is the 

last private road in the City of London.  

John Gaunt lived in Ely House after his Savoy Palace was sacked during the 

Peasant’s Revolt in 1381 until his death in 1399. And Shakespeare has him 

give his “This royal throne of Kings, this sceptre’d isle” speech from Richard II 

here in Ely House. 

 

St Etheldreda’s Church       50min, 11.20 

The Roman Catholic church is dedicated to Etheldreda, the Anglo-Saxon saint 

who founded the monastery at Ely, Cambridgeshire, in AD 673.  

St Etheldreda's was built here in 1293 as the town chapel for the Bishops of 

Ely.  It’s the oldest Catholic church in England. It has an earlier crypt dating 

from 1251. The beautiful west window was installed in 1300.  In 1373 a 

cloister was added and this is where Henry VIII first met his future 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer. 

In 1534, Roman Catholic Masses were outlawed in England. The Bishops of 

Ely continued to oversee the chapel which was used for Anglican worship 

after the English Reformation. In 1576 a lease on a portion of the house and 

lands surrounding the chapel was granted by Richard Cox, Bishop of Ely, to 
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Sir Christopher Hatton, a favourite of Elizabeth I. The rent was £10, ten loads 

of hay and one red rose per year, a small enough sum to give rise to 

suspicion that Elizabeth had put pressure on the bishop.  

In 1620, the upper church was granted to Count Gondomar, the Spanish 

ambassador, to use as a private chapel and considered to be on Spanish soil. 

Roman Catholic worship, still illegal in England, was allowed in the church. 

Two years later, during a diplomatic dispute between England and Spain, 

Gondomar was recalled to Spain and use of the chapel was not given to his 

successor. 

In 1641 the palace and church was requisitioned by Parliament for use as a 

prison and hospital during the English Civil War. During Oliver Cromwell's 

Commonwealth most of the palace was demolished and the gardens were 

destroyed. 

In 1772 the site was sold on to Charles Cole, a surveyor and architect. He 

demolished all the buildings on the site apart from the chapel and built Ely 

Place. 

The chapel was purchased by the Roman Catholic church and re-opened in 

1878. 

Again a quick 5 minutes then back here please. 

 

We are about half way around now.     60 mins, 11.30 

 

Olde Mitre Tavern 

Built in 1546 for the Bishop of Ely’s servants then extended in 1782. Inside there is 

a stump of a cherry tree around which Elizabeth 1 danced with her favourite, Sir 

Christopher Hatton.   

 

Hatton Gardens 

Sir Christopher Hatton became chancellor to Elizabeth I and he sponsored Sir Francis 

Drake’s voyage round the world in the Golden Hind, which was named for the golden 

hind on the Hatton family crest.  

This used to be called Leather Lane when it was an area, close to Smithfield, 

for the leather industries.  
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St Andrews, Holborn 

Another medieval church site on the route of the Old Road. You can see the 

Holborn bars, the turnpike toll point on the Old Road. 

We’ve a long stretch here where I haven’t anything specific to say. 

 

Samuel Johnson’s House 

We pass Dr Samuel Johnson’s house - the place where he was born in 1709 

and died in 1784. Worth a return visit by yourselves. 

 

Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese 

The Cheshire Cheese is one of a number of pubs in London to have been 

rebuilt shortly after the Great Fire of 1666. There has been a pub at this 

location since 1538. While there are several older pubs which have survived 

because they were beyond the reach of the fire, or like The Tipperary on the 

opposite side of Fleet Street (which we will pass soon) because they were 

made of stone. 

The vaulted cellars are thought to belong to a 13th-century Carmelite 

monastery which once occupied the site.  

Various famous people were regulars here including the literary figures Oliver 

Goldsmith, Mark Twain, Alfred Tennyson, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, G.K. 

Chesterton and P. G. Wodehouse.  Charles Dickens had been known to use 

the establishment frequently, and due to the pub's gloomy charm it is easy to 

imagine that Dickens modelled some of his darker characters there. The pub 

is referenced in Dickens's A Tale of Two Cities. 

 

Temple Bar used to be located just west of here – we’ll return to this subject 

later. Cross Fleet Street.  

Pass the Tipperary pub, built in 1605, now re-named Boar’s Head. 

 

The Anti-Corn Law League was situated here from 1844-1846. 

The league was a successful political movement in Great Britain aimed at the 

abolition of the unpopular Corn Laws, which protected landowners’ interests 

by levying taxes on imported wheat, thus raising the price of bread at a time 
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when factory-owners were trying to cut wages. The League was responsible 

for turning public and elite opinion against the laws. It was a large, 

nationwide middle-class moral crusade with a utopian vision. Its leading 

advocate Richard Cobden (remember him – the postal reformer we 

mentioned earlier?) promised that repeal would settle four great problems 

simultaneously: 

• guarantee more markets 

• cheapening the price of food  

• make English agriculture more efficient  

• through international trade create international fellowship and peace  

 

But in the end, the League played little role in the final act in 1846 when Sir 

Robert Peel led the successful battle for repeal. It then dissolved itself. Many 

of its members continued their political activism in the Liberal Party, with the 

goal of establishing a fully free-trade economy. 

 

80 mins, 11.40 

William Hazlitt lived at 6 Bouverie Street.  He lived from 1778 until 1830. 

He was an English writer, drama and literary critic, painter, social 

commentator, and philosopher. He is now considered one of the greatest 

critics and essayists in the history of the English language, placed in the 

company of Samuel Johnson and George Orwell. He is also acknowledged as 

the finest art critic of his age. Despite his high standing among historians of 

literature and art, his work is currently little read and mostly out of print. 

 

See the OXO tower – over the Thames at Coin Street  

The building was originally constructed as a power station to supply electricity 

to the Royal Mail post office, built towards the end of the 19th century. It was 

subsequently acquired by the Liebig Extract of Meat Company in the 1920s, 

manufacturers of Oxo beef stock cubes, for conversion into a cold store. The 

building was largely rebuilt to an Art Deco design by company architect Albert 

Moore between 1928 and 1929. Much of the original power station was 

demolished, but the river facing facade was retained and extended. Liebig 
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wanted to include a tower featuring illuminated signs advertising the name of 

their product. When permission for the advertisements was refused, the 

tower was built with four sets of three vertically-aligned windows, each of 

which "coincidentally" happened to be in the shapes of a circle, a cross and a 

circle. This was significant because Skyline advertising at the time was 

banned along Southbank.  

 

History of printing from 1586  

Bit of a shame its tucked away here only. 

 

St Bride’s Institute, 1893 

Originally Site of the Bridewell prison. St Bride’s Library opened in 1895 as a 

technical library for the printing school and printing trades. The Library is 

named after the nearby church, St Bride's Church, the so-called "Cathedral of 

Fleet Street", or the wedding cake church.  

St Bride’s Library (formerly known as St Bride Printing Library and St Bride 

Typographical Library) is devoted to printing, book arts, typography and 

graphic design. Its collection has grown to incorporate a vast amount of 

printing-related material numbering about 60,000 books and pamphlets, in 

addition to back issues of some 3500 serials and numerous artifacts.  

In 2015 the long-term closure of the library was announced as a result of 

major funding issues but after a change of management in late 2015 the 

Trustees took the decision to allow limited access to the reading room but a 

fee of £1 per item is levied for titles retrieved from storage.  

On the same site, in 1891, the St Bride Foundation was established to 

provide a social, cultural and recreational centre for London's Fleet Street and 

its burgeoning print and publishing trade. This historic site is a living and 

breathing community, with a range of new projects and a theatre expanding 

its central mission: “to excite and inspire”. 

Busy stretch now of roads, stick together.   95mins, 12.05 
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King’s Wardrobe 

Now we’ll go and see the King with no clothes. King’s Wardrobe was 

destroyed here in the Great Fire of London. 

 

St Paul’s Choir School 

For 100 years this was St Paul’s school for choirboys. Originally the School 

was set up to provide education solely for the Choristers and dates from 

about 1123 when 8 needy children were given a home and education in 

return for singing in the Cathedral. The Choir School and a Grammar School 

co-existed under the aegis of the Cathedral for many years, until the 

Grammar School was moved and re-established in 1511 by the humanist 

Dean John Colet to become St Paul's School. 

The original Choir School, which stood in St Paul's Churchyard, was destroyed 

with the Cathedral in the Great Fire of London in 1666. The Choir School has 

had several incarnations being re-built in 1670, in 1822 (in Cheapside) and 

here in 1887 (in Carter Lane) with its Latin wall paintings on the outside. 

In 1987 it became a Youth Hostel. From its website I quote: “there are old 

school choirboy graffiti on paneled classrooms, atmospheric spiral staircases 

and an elaborate exterior that screams 'if it's not Baroque, don't fix it' “. 

 

Statue of Queen Anne 

The last of the Stuart monarchs. That’s a replica, the original was made in 

1712 by Bird. 

 

The Angels I – V by Emily Young, unveiled at St. Paul's Churchyard in 

2003. The five giant heads, reminiscent of angels each placed on its own 

three ton column, are the first permanent public sculptures to be 

commissioned for the area since 1712, when the statue of Queen Anne was 

unveiled. 

 

Grand Lodge of English Freemasons (blue plaque) first met near here in 

1717. 
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Temple Bar 

If you recall we were nearly at the original position of Temple Bar. Originally 

it sat at the end of Fleet Street before it becomes the Strand. Temple takes 

its name as the area originally belonged to the Knights Templar. A bar at 

temple is first mentioned in 1293. Temple Bar was also on the principal royal 

route from the Tower of London to the Palace of Westminster, the two chief 

residences of the mediaeval English monarchs.  

Although it escaped damage by the Great Fire of London, it was rebuilt as 

part of the general improvement works made throughout the City after that 

devastating event. Commissioned by King Charles II, and attributed to Sir 

Christopher Wren. The fine arch of Portland stone was constructed between 

1669 and 1672, by Thomas Knight, the City Mason, and Joshua Marshall, 

Master of the Mason's Company.  

But it was becoming an increasing restriction to traffic. In the 1853 Bleak 

House, Charles Dickens described it as "that leaden-headed old obstruction, 

appropriate ornament for the threshold of a leaden-headed old corporation". 

In 1878 the City of London Corporation, eager to widen the road but 

unwilling to destroy so historic a monument, dismantled it piece-by-piece 

over an 11-day period and stored its 2,700 stones.  

In 1880 the brewer Henry Meux, at the instigation of his wife Valerie Susan 

Meux, bought the stones and re-erected the arch as the facade of a new 

gatehouse in the park of his mansion house Theobalds Park in 

Hertfordshire.  

In 1938 Theobalds Park was sold by Sir Hedworth Meux to Middlesex County 

Council, but the Temple Bar Gatehouse was excluded from the sale and 

retained by the Meux trustees. In 1984 it was purchased by the Temple Bar 

Trust from the Meux Trust for the sum of £1. In 2004 it was returned to 

within the City of London where it was painstakingly re-erected. The total 

cost of the project was over £3 million. 

On the upper part, four statues celebrate the 1660 Restoration of the Stuart 

monarchy: on this side King Charles II is shown with his father King Charles I 

whose parents King James I and Anne of Denmark are depicted on the other 
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side. During the 18th century the heads of convicted traitors were frequently 

mounted on pikes and exhibited on the roof. 

 

Paternoster Square 

The main monument in the redeveloped square is the 75 ft (23m) tall 

Paternoster Square Column. It is a Corinthian column of Portland stone 

topped by a gold leaf covered flaming copper urn, which is illuminated by 

fibre-optic lighting at night. The column was designed by the architects 

Whitfield Partners and also serves as a ventilation shaft for a service road 

that runs beneath the square. It is sometimes referred to as the 'pineapple'. 

 

At the north end of the square is the bronze Paternoster (also known as 

Shepherd and Sheep) by Dame Elisabeth Frink. The statue was commissioned 

for the previous Paternoster Square complex in 1975 and was replaced on a 

new plinth following the redevelopment. 

 

The End         120mins, 12.30 


